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ANTI -ULP PROPAGANDA CONTINUES IN ñTHE NEWSò 
 

 

 
THE ISSUE  
 

Three (3) weeks ago this column drew the publicôs attention to an orchestrated campaign by 
the Opposition NDP, The News  newspaper, and their collaborators against the ULP and its 
Political Leader, Comrade Ralph.  This campaign is malignant in that it is based on 
falsehood, misinformation, and political malice.  The News  has now become part of the NDP 
propaganda machine.  It is scurrilous, anti -people, anti -national, anti -ULP, anti -Ralph.  It is 
petty and small -minded.  Moreover, little or nothing favourable to, or of, the ULP or Ralph 
sees the light of day in The News . 

 
Several examples of all this are contained in the latest issue of The News , dated December 
18, 2009.  Let us document some of them.  
 
POLITICIAN SLAPPED?  
 
On page 3 of The News  (December 18 th), there is a story under the caption ñPolitician 

Slapped?ò  The question mark is placed as a fig leaf for unvarnished gossip and falsehood; 
the question mark is a base genuflection to objective journalism but in effect a crass and 
dishonest attempt to sell fiction as truth.  The question mark appears in the caption but the 
story proceeds on the basis that the allegation that one ñpowerfulò politician slapped 
another.  Calypsonian I -paôs alleged slap by the Police was used as context and background.  
The News  went in the gutters of journalism; tabloid trash of the worst kind.  
 
How did this ñnewsò story arise?  Someone called in on NICE Radio on the NDPôs paid 
programme and asserted, quite falsely, that Ralph had slapped Clayton Burgin during the 
ULPôs internal review of the Referendum.  From that point the NDP propaganda machine on 
NICE Radio took off with it.  More, an d contradictory details, were added.  The News  has 
now jumped on this ridiculous band -wagon.  
 

The simple truth is that Ralph did not slap Clayton or anyone else.  No one slapped anyone.  
There was not even an argument among the ULP leaders.  Ralph himself had said publicly 
that the ULP Executive had a fruitful discussion and analysis on the Referendum results.   
 
The lie broadcast on NICE Radio was amplified by gossip, idlers, and assorted purveyors of 
falsehoods.  The denial by Ralph or anyone else would n ot change these peopleôs minds.  

The News  gives the malicious falsehood its blessing and embellishes it.  To be sure, the 
story in The News  mentions no names but everyone knows the subject matter to which it 
was referring.  The people at T he News  must be s ick in the head!  
 
FRONT PAGE RUBBISH  
 
Secondly, The News  was in its anti -Ralph glee on its front page.  ñResign!ò  was splashed as 

its headline.  It gave front -page treatment to a letter by a hugely insignificant political 
organisation called the Peopleôs Movement for Change (PMC) that Ralph should resign 
because of the results of the Referendum.  The PMC letter to the Prime Minister was illogical 



and devoid of any merit whatsoever.  A responsible newspaper would either  ignore this 
letter as a stunt by poli tical non -entities for easy publicity or  if a report was to be made on 
it, it would be given no prominence as was done in Searchlight . 
 

But if The News  considered this rubbish to be so newsworthy, why did it not run a 
professional as distinct from a propag anda piece.  Basic journalism would have required that 
Ralph be contacted for his reaction.  But that would not fit in to the anti -Ralph agenda of 
The News . 
 
BACK PAGE BLAST  
 
On the back page of The News , the Police Christmas Carolling Contest was used to highlight 
anti -Ralph messages.  As far as The News  was concerned the only newsworthy matters from 
the Carolling Contest were about the success of the ñNOò Campaign and the absence of a 
Christmas Bonus for police and other public servants this year.  Incide ntally, the annual 
bonus is a ULP invention but The News  never commented favourably on it.  Its absence 
however is the reason for an anti -ULP blast.  No mention was made of the fact that families 

received nearly $10 million in financial stimulus/bonus some  6 weeks ago:  Thirty thousand 
students got $6 million ($200 per student); 6,000 recipients of public assistance got $1.2 
million ($200 per pensioner); successful CXC and ñAò level students got $250,000; and $1 
million was put aside for scholarships for po lice officers and nurses for university education 
(half of a million dollars for each group).  Incidentally, EC $8 million of this $10 million was 
financed wholly from external grants.  
 
All this is far more than the usual $1.2 million bonus for public serv ants, police, teachers 
and nurses. The elderly at Christmas usually get $75 as the bonus.  These facts are in the 
public domain but The News  will not allude to them.  By the way, The News  and its fellow 
ñNOò campaigners (including PMC) had said that Ralphôs Independence ï Christmas stimulus 
was ñirresponsibleò are now asking for more money.  What was ñirresponsibleò about it?  
Would more be not ñirresponsibleò? 
 
Whatôs the matter with these people?  We urge that you listen to the Budget in 2010 for 
further stimulus to the economy.  
 
THE EDITORIAL  
 
ñThe Newsò in its editorial could not resist raising the issue of the alleged US $1 million 

placed by the Government in the NCB.  It stated that Ralph never addressed this matter.  In 
truth he has done so repeatedly  at Press Conferences.  Those who support the breach of the 
Bankôs confidentiality are a strange bunch.  Let those who breached the confidentiality tell 
them the truth.  Neither Ralph nor the ULP has stolen or allowed money to escape the NCB 
as in the past .  We enrich the NCB, not rob it!  
 
NOTHING POSITIVE  

 
The News  writes little which is positive about the ULP or Ralph.  In last weekôs paper there 
was no news coverage of the most successful meeting ever of the ULPôs National Council.  
There was no coverage  of Ralphôs press conference held on his return from the ALBA 
Summit.  
 

If The News  continues in its curren role as a political rag for the NDP, the public would 
assuredly cease their support of what once was a truly independent and credible newspaper.  
Correct the error of your ways, Shelly Clarke.  



 

 

 

*****************************************  

 
 

 
ISSUE DECEMBER 18TH 2009  

LABOUR RENEWS ITSELF  
 
 

 
MASSIVE NATIONAL COUNCIL  
 
Last Thursday (December 10th   2009 ), the Unity Labour Party (ULP) met in its largest 
National Council gathering, by far, since its founding in 1994.The upstairs section of the 
Methodist Church Hall was the scene of this historic meeting.   The National Council 
comprises fifteen delegates from each constituency, delegates -at - large, represent atives 
from the Womenôs Arm and Youth Arm, the Parliamentary group, and the Officers of the 
Party.   These add up to 270 persons.  
 
But this National Council was a special one.   Constituencies were permitted to bring a larger 
number of delegates.   In the Hal l itself there were 515 delegates sitting on chairs, sitting on 
the edges of the platform, and standing shoulder - to -shoulder in every space.   Outside there 

were hundreds standing all down the steps, spilling onto the street.   Young, old, men, 
women, the wo rking people, the middle -class, business people, professionals, teachers, civil 
servants, nurses and police officers were in attendance, Labour in red, in all its glory and 
majesty.   It was a wonderful sight to behold.   Some Labourites whom we had not seen  for a 
long time were present.   They responded to their leadersô call to be present in the aftermath 
of the Referendum, in which many of them failed and/or refused to vote.   The love of their 
Party and Country, and the NDPôs shallow boast of victory galvanised them out of their 

mistaken complacency.  
 
SOUND THE BATTLE CRY  
 
The mood was excellent; the sprits were high; and Labourôs strength was manifest.  The 
battle cry was sounded ahead of general elections, due by March 28th 2011, in which a 
Labour victory is again on the cards.   The NDP has maxed out under an ineffective, 
untrustworthy and backward leader.   The honest analysts in the NDP know that they do not 
have the leadership, candidates or coherent policies fit for our times.   So, they would lose to 
a r evived ULP.  
 
Since December 2005, the ULP embarked on a process for the renewal of personnel in the 
constituencies and reshaping/fine - tuning its policies.   This process is now being made 

manifest with greater urgency than before.   The New Year will bring r elevant 
announcements.  
 
 
PEOPLEôS PARTICIPATION 
 
At the National Council over twenty delegates made presentations in the ñOpen Forumò.  
They voiced their views about the huge abstentions of the traditional Labour voters, the 
Constitution, and the errors of the Party and the Government.   They all reaffirmed their 



commitment to the Party, the Comrade Leader, and the Government.   They proclaimed their 
personal readiness for battle.   They called for certain changes in personnel including 
candidates for  the next elections, certain public servants and heads of statutory entities.   
The Comrade Leader emphasised that he has heard them. Changes are clearly afoot.   

Labour in battle mode is a wondrous sight to behold!  
 
 
COMRADE RALPHôS SPEECH 
 
The Comrade Lead er delivered a blistering, uplifting and insightful address.   Most 
importantly he charted the way forward.   He minced no words in his assault on the 
Opposition, on Eustace, on James Mitchell, on Leacock, Cummings, on the ñRoyalists and 
Ballheadsò who prop up the NDP with money, on their propaganda machinery (including The 
News newspaper), and on assorted opportunists and hangers -on.   It was vintage Ralph:   
sharp -tongued, clear -thinking, with progressive directions for the working people, the 
marginalised, a nd the nation as a whole.               
 

The Comrade lampooned the NDP rubbish that ñyou canôt trust Ralphò.  He showed his role 
as a democrat and a fighter for the people, in and out of Government.   No one has ever 
accused him with any credibility at all of being dishonest or fast -and -loose with peopleôs 
money and property.   His honesty with peopleôs money from his lawyering days to now is 
legendary.   So, what is this matter of not trusting him?   He is open and transparent on all 
matters of public policy.   His blast against the folly of his organised political enemies in the 
NDP and among that partyôs opportunistic fellow-travellers is what really annoys them.   So, 
must he roll over and play dead?   Never!  
 
The people whom you cannot trust are in the NDP.   I n his speech Ralph asked rhetorically:  
 
1.  Can you trust Mitchell who caused $180 million to disappear at Ottley Hall?   It is 
Ralph who cleaned up the mess by getting the debt relief.  
 
2.  Can you trust Mitchell who sold himself land in Canouan at 40 cents per square foot 
and sold lands there to his close cronies, too, at below  
          market price?  
 
3.  Can you trust Mitchell who deal cavalierly with ñthe Lucky Starò, the Vincentian-
registered vessel laden with drugs?  

 
4.  Can you trust Eustace who bought government lands in Bequia at only $1.00 per 
square foot during the NDP regime?   By contrast where did  
          Ralph buy land from government at reduced price or at all?  
 
5.  Can you trust Eustace who led a candle light march, sang holy  ñsankeysò ostensibly 
against poverty but who later confessed that he had  

          misled his people because he marched to show the Taiwanese President that NDP 
had support and that the Taiwanese must not give money  
          for the international airport?   Thatôs an unpatriotic dishonest power -hungry man.  
 
6.  Can you trust Leacock with all the unanswered questions at the Football Federation?  
 

7.  Can you trust Cummings with his anti -people record at CWSA and his stoning of 
Pastor Louisô church? 
 



8.  Can you trust The News when  it deliberately misreports the news, takes as gospel 
NDP propaganda, and delivers to us jaundiced   
          editorials?   Does The News forget who have saved them in the past  and would do so 
selfishly in the future?   That personôs name is Ralph! 

 
THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE  
 
In the New Year, we are likely to see a reorganisation of certain aspects of government and 
some changes in personnel.   We are likely to see a slate of candidates which we could call 
ñthe Dream Teamò. We are likely to see some reorganisation of the Party.   We are likely to 
see a further fine -tuning of public policies within the frame of the ULPôs long-standing 
people -centred philosophy, its quest to further ennoble our Caribbean civilisation, its further 
deepening of good governance, a nd its continued building of a modern post -colonial 
economy, focussing on job creation, poverty reduction, keeping prices stable, and lifting our 
peopleôs living standards. 
 
We are likely to see the Comrade in every constituency in his shirt sleeves among his 

people.   He emphasised unity of the Party and the avoidance of divisiveness, finger -pointing 
or petty squabbles.   Unity Labour Party is going to win bigger in 2010/2011 than in 2001 or 
2005!  
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Issue December 11th 2009 
 

FALSEHOODS CONTINUE IN ñTHE NEWSò 
 

 

 

LIES, FALSEHOODS, MISREPRESENTATIONS  
 

During the Referendum campaign, the opposition NDP, Nice Radio, the Thusians, and ñThe Newsò newspaper 

embarked on a unified and centrally-directed campaign of lies, falsehoods and misrepresentations against the 

proposed Constitution, the ruling ULP, and Ralph.  They are continuing in the same vein after the Referendum. 

Indeed, óThe Newsò, has, for all intents and purposes, become E.G. Lynchôs ñNew Timesò Programme in 

print.  It has lost all sense of balance and its editorials have gone awry.  They now represent the view of 

Arnhim Eustace and the NDP at its basest and most vile. 

 

LAST WEEKôS EDITORIAL 
 

Let us take last weekôs editorial in ñThe Newsò as Exhibit Number One.  Let us take its falsehoods, one by 

one, and answer them. 

 

(1) The falsehood that the new Constitution was ñtaking away the right to challenge some matters of the 

proposed Electoral and Boundaries Commission in Court.ò 

 

 The simple truth is that the existing Constitution is far more restrictive in the questioning of the 

Boundaries Commission than the proposed one.  So, there is no  question of ñtaking awayò a right. 

 



 The existing Constitution provides in Section 32 (10) that:  ñIn the exercise of its functions under this 

Constitution, the [Boundaries] Commission shall not be subject  to the direction or control of any other 

person or authority.ò  Currently, therefore, the ambit of enquiry by the Court in this regard is very narrow.  

Such enquiry is  limited to the ñbona-fidesò of the Commission, not its decisions.  The Court cannot direct or 

control the Commission in its decisions currently under the 1979  Constitution. 

 

 Under the proposed Constitution, it is stated in Clause 96 (10) as follows: ñThe question of the 

validity of an Order by the [Electoral and Boundaries] Commission  purporting to be made under this section, 

and reciting that a draft thereof has been approved by resolution of the Assembly, shall not be enquired into in 

any  Court.ò  In this provision, the non-enquiry by the Court is limited only to the question of ñthe validity 

of an Orderò and the ñreciting that a draft thereof has been  approved by Parliament.ò  Everything else, 

including any thing done or purported to be done before the issuance of the Order by the Commission, could 

be enquired  into by the Court.  The new provision actually admits to greater scrutiny by the Courts than 

the current provision. 

 

 All of this was pointed by eminent Counsel, Parnel Campbell, Q.C. and Francis Alexis Q.C., but to no 

avail.  Falsehood and misrepresentation was easier to peddle  and understand.  In any event, the 

provision in the proposed Constitution exists in seven other CARICOM constitutions and was intended to 

protect our electoral  democracy from mischievous manipulation, including by the government of the day. 

 

(2) The falsehood that the proposed Constitution was making provision for ñthe taking away of property 

in a general way without ensuring at least current market value.ò 

 

           The simple truth is that the proposed Constitution strengthened the right of the property-owner 

regarding assessment of compensation.  Clause 30 of the proposed  Constitution was much better for the 

property-owner than Section 6 of the existing Constitution. The existing Constitution speaks of ñadequate 

compensationò in  accordance with ñthe law applicableò, that is, the Land Acquisition Act  especially 

section 19 thereof.  The proposed Constitution speaks of ñadequate compensationò  which is ñfair and 

reasonableò in reference to the said ñapplicable lawò.  That ñapplicable lawò in Section 19 speaks of ñmarket 

valueò, subject to a number of  considerations favourable to the property-owner, assessed one year before 

acquisition.  The new Constitution  amends the ñone year before acquisitionò to a time  which is 

reasonable in all the circumstances.  In short, the new constitution proposed something better for the property-

owner than the existing one on this issue of  assessment and other related issues.  ñCurrent market 

valueò is a terrible red herring, which in many circumstances would be far worse for the property-owner than 

 what is ñfair and reasonable.ò  In any event, market valueò is already in the ñlaw applicableò.  All of 

this was explained over and over but the false propagandists  have kept the worse for the property-

owners.  And they would not get paid within 12 months as the new constitution mandated; they would wait 

longer for payment  under the existing 1979 Constitution. 

 

(3) The falsehood that the Prime Ministerôs vast powers would be maintained. 

            The simple truth is that the proposed Constitution reduced markedly the powers of the Prime Minister, 

increased those of the Minority Leader (Leader of the   

            Opposition) and distributed important powers to other power centres.  Only an Editor bent on closing 

his eyes and ears to truth can claim otherwise. 

 

(4) The falsehood that the new Constitution proposed to ñtake way the right to recall parliamentarians 

from the people and putting it in the hands of political leaders.ò  

            The simple truth is that the new Constitution did no such thing.  In any event where is the ñright to 

recallò in the existing Constitution? 

 

(5) The falsehood that the new Constitution ñrefused to include that rights are God-given.ò  This is an 

outrageous lie! 



            The simple truth is that the Preamble to the proposed Constitution that the nation is founded on the 

belief in the supremacy of God.  The nation includes everything   

            and everybody.  The vaunted Constitution  of the USA does not even mention God!  Has ñthe Newsò 

gone theocratic like the Thusians?  The Editor would be  

            comfortable, presumably, in the theocracies of Iran and Saudi Arabia.       

 

BACKWARD EDITORIAL  
 

ñThe Newsò editorial is backward and dishonest.  It asserts that the ñNoò vote ñsaved this country from an 

undemocratic path.ò  Only a jaundiced writer mired in backwardness, could come to such a conclusion.  The 

existing Constitution has a hereditary Queen as Head of State, awesome powers of the Prime Minister, little 

parliamentary oversight on governmentôs spending, no civil society participation in parliament, no credible 

bundle of supportive democratic and accountable institutions, an unrepresentative and dysfunctional electoral 

system, no home-grown final court of appeal (CCJ),  no additional protections for the Magistracy,  and 

continued restricted access to the Constitutional Court, and so on. 

 

ñThe Newsò has been anti-monarchial, historically. But it has now been damned in history by opposing a 

Constitution which was ridding us of a foreign Queen and replacing her with a dignified, democratic and 

home-grown President of a non-Executive type.  ñThe Newsò supported the voting down of the most 

democratic and progressive Constitution of a Parliamentary kind, the world over.  Shame on ñthe Newsò.  It 

would join the other ñNoò Leaders in the annals of infamy.  History will vindicate those of us who nobly led 

òthe Yesò campaign.  The time of ñthe Yesò will come in due course! 

 

FINA L COMMENT  
 

Generally ñthe Newsò is out to get at the ULP and Ralph. Its Editor is determined to portray them in the worst 

possible light.  We have no doubt that ñthe Newsò would continue this war against the ULP and Ralph right up 

to the next elections.  We intend not to retreat from our principled positions!  Traditional and honest readers of 

ñThe Newsò  are rightly asking:  Should we continue to buy or support an ostensible independent paper but 

which is in reality the mouthpiece in print of the NDP and the backward forces in our society?  Let us all 

expose ñthe Newsò and its current bias and backwardness! 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

December 4th 2009 

VOTERS STAYED AWAY FROM THE POLLS  

 

ñNOò WINS, NATION LOSES  

 

On Referendum Day, November 25, 2009, the ñNOò campaign won and the nation lost as 
the voters stayed away from the polls in droves.   The stark results show that 29,156 
persons voted ñNOò for the proposed Constitution and 22,646 voted ñYESò.  In p ercentage 
terms the 56.28 percent voted ñNOò and 43.72 percent voted ñYESò.  From an admittedly 
bloated register of voters of 97,724 (an increase of 6,690 voters from the 2005 election 
figure of 91,034), only 53 percent actually voted compared to 64 percen t in the 2005 
elections and 69 percent in the 2001 elections.  

 

An objective preliminary assessment indicates that huge numbers stayed away from the 
polls for several main reasons including:   Uncertainty about or lack of knowledge of the new 



Constitution; a  successful scaremongering campaign by the ñNOò crowd; and grievances 
against the government and particular parliamentary representatives.   The ñNOò voters 
were an admixture of the base of the NDP and persons who disliked the new Constitution, 
including ha ndfuls of traditional ULP voters and independents plus a sprinkling of newly 

registered voters.  

 

Those who understand politics would realise that the ñNOò vote of 29,156 persons would 
amount to an election victory for the NDP next time only if a similarly high number of ULP 
voters abstain again.   That ñonly ifò should not be banked upon by the NDP.  So, they must 
be careful about over - reading the meaning of the results.  

 

The true meaning is that the ñNOò campaign won; and the nation as-a-whole lost.   To be 
sure, the ñYESò campaign made some tactical errors here and there and the well-financed 
ñNOò and ñLowò campaign was focused in its negativism.  But the sad truth is that an 
insufficient number of our people on the Day itself were unable to rouse them selves from 
their uncertainties and grievances to embrace the majesty of the new Constitution.   Still, it 

must never be forgotten that some 44 percent of those who voted held aloft the possibilities 
of a better governance which the proposed new Constitutio n contain.   That base will ensure 
that the conversation on constitutional reform will not go away even if it recedes, 
temporarily, at the official level.  

 

MONEY FOR ñNOò CAMPAIGN  

 

The NDP which ran the ñNOò campaign inseparably from itself received loads of money and 
logistical support from foreign sources.   The people as a whole, especially the national 
movement for a better and caring, independent SVG, know the foreigners in our midst who 
actively supported with money, scaremongering and threats, the ñNOò campaign.  We are 
not talking here simply about the self -proclaimed ñmind-bendersò of the Strategic 

Communications Laboratories who ran the NDPôs ñNOò campaign.  We are talking explici tly 
about foreigners, including those who have obtained Vincentian citizenship or permanent 
residence mainly under the NDP government, who love the Queen and the Privy Council and 
who knowingly bought into the bogus propaganda lie that ñRalph intends to take away 
peopleôs property without proper compensationò. 

 

Dozens of workers employed with foreign construction companies, foreign businesses, and 
foreign home -owners reported to the ñYESò campaign that their bosses threatened them 
with dismissal if they vot ed ñYESò.  These foreigners even asserted that they would pull out 
of SVG if the ñYESò vote won.  Sadly their threats and bluffs worked with huge numbers of 
people and their families.   They and their allies in the NDP would go down, in shame, in the 
annals  of infamy!  

 

The NDP has yet to disclose its funding sources.   This issue, too, will not go away.   They will 
not get away with throwing smoke in peopleôs eyes on this matter. 

 

THE SIZE OF THE STAY AWAY  

 

The extent of voter abstention can be gauged from the  low voter turn -out in each 
constituency.   Indeed, the increase in each constituency for the ñNOò vote over the 2005 



NDP vote is quite small if one measures it against the aggregate of the ULP stay -aways from 
the 2005 elections and the new registered voter s.   On mainland St.Vincent, the ñYESò vote 
received 8,964 votes less than the ULP did in 2005.   When one adds this figure to the 6,288 
newly registered voters, a grand total of 15,252 was available for poaching by the ñNOò ï 

NDP campaign.   Yet, the ñNOò campaign got only 3,163 of this number; thus, 12,089 stayed 
away.   In short on an average for each constituency on the mainland, of 1,172 real flesh -
and -blood voters were available for the ñNOò ï NDP capture but on an average only 243 
persons were added to t he ñNOò column in each constituency on the mainland in 2009 over 
the NDP figure of 2005.   Indeed, in several constituencies the numbers are below this 
average.   So, let the NDP rejoice in their foolôs paradise.  All this does not take account of 
those avai lable to vote in 2005 but did not vote.  

 

A LOSS BUT NO DEFEAT  

 

On the morning after the Referendum, our Political Leader, Comrade Ralph, had the 
following to say, among other things.  

 

ñThis morning I do not feel defeated.  I feel engerised in the full know ledge that those of us 
who have held aloft in dignity and in honour the ñYESò banner, will, in time be fully 
vindicated.   On the other hand, the leaders of the ñNOò campaign have their consciences to 
wrestle with.   Many of their words and deeds in this cam paign would be recorded in the 
annals of infamy unless they act positively henceforth to redeem themselves but, even so, 

the stain of political shame would remainò. 

 

In a letter dated November 30, 2009, to the Speaker of the House of Assembly from Dr. 
Fran cis Alexis Q.C., Chairman of the Drafting Committee, it is stated thus:  

 

ñThat the Government stayed the course to the referendum in face of the Opposition in July 
2007 abandoning the previous bi -partisan support for constitutional reform is a tribute to 
courage, conviction and commitment to constitutional reform.   This is so on the part of the 
ULP Government generally and Prime Minister Gonsalves particularlyò. 

 

ULP LISTENS  

 

Be assured that the ULP has heard the loud sound of the silence of the stay -away v oters 
who are in its camp.   We know of the grievances.   And we shall address them on an on -
going basis.   We shall win gloriously in 2010 or 2011, whenever elections are called.   

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------  

 

ISSUE ï November 13th , 2009  
 

 

THE ñNOò CAMPAIGN SINKS LOWER THAN EVER 

THE ISSUE  



From the beginning, the ñNOò Campaign on the new Constitution lacked substance, credibility, and 
any sense of goodness or virtue.   It has appealed to the basest of the instincts of a small section of 
our population; it has embraced the most backward ideas which contribute to our nationôs 
underdevelopment; it has engaged in the most petty and divisive politics; it has launched scornful and 
contemptible attacks on decent patriots, including ministers of religion; and it has told lies and 
falsehoods galore.   In the process, assorted persons in the ñNOò campaign including James Mitchell, 
Arnhim Eustace, St. Clair Leacock and Linton Lewis and some rightist opportunists, masquerading in 
ñnobleò clothing, have demeaned themselves beyond belief.  They stand condemne d before the bar of 
history.   At the moment of our nationalist and democratic reckoning, they have turned their backs 
ignominiously from the peopleôs cause of a magnificent home-grown Constitution.  

As we move towards the last days of the campaign, the cent re of the ñNOò campaign, the awful NDP, 
has reached into the past to hire some British consultants to hype a ñdivide and ruleò stratagem.  Itôs 
a disgrace!   The people were not sucked in by these famed Consultants in 2001; they will reject their 
machinati ons again this year, on Referendum Day!  

 

EUSTACE ATTACKS REVEREND JOB  

Among the basest and vilest personal attacks has been that leveled by Opposition Leader Arnhim 
Eustace against his spiritual leader, Reverend Victor Job, Superintendent of the Methodist Church.   
Reverend Job is the Chairman of the National Monitoring and Coordinating Mechanism (NMCM) which, 
among other things, has been monitoring elections.   They are slated to play such a role in the 2009 
Referendum along with the Organisation of American  States (OAS).   Reverend Jobôs crime in Eustaceôs 
eyes was to publish a newspaper article urging the people to vote ñYESò in the Referendum.  In 
August 2009, Reverend Job made a similar presentation on behalf of the SVG Christian Council to the 
Select Comm ittee of Parliament on the new Constitution.   Jobôs position was known to the Christian 
Council, his church, and Parliament.   Eustaceôs NDP cooperated with Reverend Job on the NMCM until 
Jobôs public letter-writing.   Unreasonably, Eustace thinks that Job l acks the integrity to oversee a 
monitoring process because he urges a ñYESò vote.  This is rank nonsense on Eustaceôs part!  Job and 
his team can do their job of monitoring quite well.  

Reverend Job is a holy man; a patriarch in the tradition of the Old Tes tament prophets.   Eustaceôs 
attack in vile language is reminiscent of the denunciations and mockery of Nehemiah, the Prophet and 
Builder, by the minions named Sanballat and Tobias.   Eustace cannot carry water to, or for, Job!   He is 
insignificant to the st ature and integrity of Reverend Job.  

Anyone who disagrees with Eustace, he calls for their dismissal and denunciation.   We remember his 
attacks on the noble and honest Rodney Adams, Supervisor of Elections.   We know of his tantrums 
against Parnel Campbell Q.C., the Chairman of the CRSC.   On each occasion, Eustace shows his 
intolerance and meanness.   He has no sound judgment!   He is nothing but a divisive, small -minded 
politician with no vision.   No wonder the sectarian Thusians love him!  

 

THE LIES AND FALSEHOODS  

Meanwhile, daily, the lies and falsehoods of the ñNOò campaign are being exposed.  They are 
ridiculous and laughable.   The NDP talk rubbish that removing the Queen as Head of State would 
mean a requirem ent for visas to England, a fall in the value of the currency, the end of pensions for 
retired Vincentians from England, or the end of recruitment of Vincentians for the British Army.   All 
these are stupidness; unfounded nonsense.   That is where the NDP le aders have reached.   They are 
being unpatriotic with this kind of foolishness.  

Similarly are their scaremongering lies about the new Constitution itself on matters of property rights, 
elections, the Caribbean Court of Justice and other issues.   But the ND P cannot twist away from the 
simple fact that the new Constitution is better by far than the old one or as the NDP Senator, St. Clair 



Leacock, proclaimed in Parliament that the new Constitution is a significant improvement over the old 
one.   Experts all ov er the world are saying the same thing.  

 

INTEREST IN REFERENDUM  

Regionally and internationally, tremendous interest has arisen about our new Constitution and the 
Referendum.   Current leaders in CARICOM and past leaders such as Kenny Anthony and Owen Arthur  
are commenting on the wisdom and courage of our leadership and people in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines in going for a root -and -branch review of the Constitution.   The two - thirds requirement in 
the Referendum makes our nationôs effort, heroic, in the eyes of people in the region and further 
abroad.  

On Monday last (November 9th), Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves delivered the Feature Address in 
Trinidad at an international conference on the theme ñStrengthening Democratic Processes and Good 
Governance: Compar ative Perspectivesò.  He spoke on ñMaking the Case for the Referendum on the 
New Constitution in St. Vincent and the Grenadinesò.  His speech was well - received.  

 

THE ñYESò SUPPORT RISES 

There is an undoubted increase in the support for the ñYESò Campaign.  On two successive Sundays at 
Sandy Bay and Barrouallie (1st and 8th November) crowds of approximately ten thousand persons 
stood for four hours on each occasion, and listened attentively to the case for a ñYESò vote.  It is an 
amazing phenomenon.   They kn ow that this is the hour of their reckoning.   They are being counted.   
They know that this exercise is about self -confidence and self -mastery in solidarity with each other 
under Godôs suzerainty.  SVG is on the move, decidedly.  

The most important thing for  the ñYESò campaign now is to Get Out the Vote (GOTV).  We must all 
vote ñYESò on Referendum Day.  We must put our country before our party.   For love of country, vote 
ñYESò! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ -------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------- 

ISSUE ï November 6th , 2009 
 

 

ñYESò CAMPAIGN GATHERS MORE SUPPORT 

 

 

FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY  
 
The ñYESò campaign has been gathering more and more support with every passing day. As 
the voters understand more the constitutional changes which are on offer, the greater the 
mushrooming of popul ar support for the new Constitution. In the process, the lies, 
falsehoods, misrepresentations, and rank foolishness by the ñNOò crowd, are being daily 
exposed.  

So far the ñYESò campaign has had four big rallies (the first was sponsored by the ULP; the 
othe rs by the ñYESò committee of Cabinet). They were all successful: The attendance 
Rabacca, Chateaubelair and Sandy Bay were huge; the one at Victoria Park, substantial but 



less large than the others. Sixteen community public meetings, up to November 2nd, hav e 
been held thus far by the ñYESò Committee. All have been very well-attended save and 
except the one in Paulôs Avenue; the location of that meeting in the Lottery Compound, and 
not in the community itself, was unwise. There was, however, real substance fr om the 

platform and that meeting was broadcast live on two radio stations. In fact, on every 
meeting night at least one meeting is being broadcast live on radio. Additionally, the ñYESò 
Committee and the Constitutional Review Steering Committee  (CRSC) have  been  holding 
town -hall or indoor meetings.  

 

FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY, PEOPLE ARE VOTING ñYESò! 

 

HOUSE - TO - HOUSE VISITS  

The ñYESò Committee has trained and deployed 344 public educators to go house-to -house 
to explain the main constitutional changes, answer que stions, and distribute leaflets to 
people. Additionally, the Prime Minister has written a letter to each registered voter on the 

new Constitution; these, too, are being distributed. Educational programmes on the new 
Constitution are broadcast on several ra dio stations, and every week there has been 
educational material in each of the three newspapers on the new Constitution. Over 30,000 
copies of the new Constitution have also been distributed. There is an abundance of 
information available to the public. S till, there are some who do not understand the issues 
at hand but these are in the minority. Yet, we must continue our efforts to reach them. For 

those who are unable to read the new Constitution because of an impairment of the sight, 
compact discs of the new Constitution have been made available to the Society for the 
Blind.  

 

THE IMPORTANT ISSUES  

The ñYESò campaign has been focusing on the issues arising from the new Constitution. 
People are urged to vote ñYESò for the following, among other reasons: 

1.  An ex cellent Preamble, repeated largely from the 1979 Constitution;  
2.  Guiding Principles of State Policy (New Chapter);  
3.  The establishment of a home -grown Presidency, well protected, as against the Queen 

as Head of State;  
4.  Strengthening individualsô rights and freedoms, especially: (a) The right to life by 

restoring effectively the death penalty; (b) the right to private property and fair and 
prompt compensation for acquired property; (c) the right to collective bargaining; 
(d) the freedom of the press.  

5.  The strength ening of the enforcement of peopleôs rights through: (a) Replacing the 
Privy Council by the Caribbean Court of Justice; (b) providing for the independence 

and security of tenure of Magistrates; (c) the setting up of the independent Human 
Rights Commission;  (d) the setting up of the independent Integrity Commission to 
monitor ñthe integrityò of parliamentarians; (e) the establishment of the independent 
office of the Ombudsman to protect citizens who have suffered administrative 
wrongs; (f) the putting in pla ce a Parliamentary Commission to exercise the 
prerogative of ñMercyò. 

6.  Deepening and extending popular democracy and representative government 
through: (a) Providing for a ñmixedò electoral system of first-past -the -post 
constituency elections and proportion al representation; (b) the establishing of the 



independent Elections and Boundaries Commission and an independent office for the 
Chief Electoral Officer; (c) compulsory reportage to Parliament and constituents by 
elected representatives; (d) the increasing  power of the Public Accounts Committee 
under the Chairmanship and majority membership of the Opposition; (e) limiting the 

size of the Cabinet to 12 plus the Prime Minister; (f) increasing the size of the 
Parliament from 21 to 27 members; (g) involving civ il society in parliamentary 
debates.  

7.  Reducing markedly the powers of the Prime Minister and increasing the powers of 
the Minority Leader (Leader of the Opposition). Democratising the Public Service 
Commission and the Police Service Commission and establish ing a democratic 
Teaching Services Commission.  

8.  Introducing Local Government with special provisions for the Grenadines.  
9.  Enhancing access to the High Court in constitutional matters.  

 
 
LIES OF THE ñNOò CAMPAIGN 
 

The ñNOò Campaign is stuffed with terrible lies such as: Removing the Queen would mean a 
reduction of the value of the dollar and visa requirements to the UK; Ralph would not hold 
any more elections; the vote is not about the Constitution but about Ralph a nd Parnel; the 
Constitution is to bring communism to St. Vincent and the Grenadines. These and other lies 
and falsehoods show that the ñNOò campaigners are scraping the bottom of the barrel. They 
are very desperate. And they would get worse before Referend um Day, November 25th.  

 

EYES OF WORLD ON US  

The eyes of the whole world are upon us in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Never in the 
history of any country has there been such an intensive and extensive discussion on 
constitutional reform. Scholars, legal e xpects and journalists have been proclaiming in the 

region and further afield that the proposed new Constitution is the best of the 
parliamentary - type constitutions in the world. In St. Vincent and the Grenadines, we let the 
people decide after seven years  of discussions and education.  

We have turned St. Vincent and the Grenadines into an advanced school of constitutional 
and political studies. The people are changed forever, for the better. This new Constitution 
is better by far, than the existing one.  

 

SELF-BELIEF, SELF MASTERY  

Self -belief, self -confidence and a sense of self -mastery are at the core of this new 
Constitution. We can achieve anything in solidarity with each other and our friends/allies 

overseas, under the suzerainty of Almighty God! We are a ll Godôs children: We are not 
better than anyone, and no one is better than us!  

This new Constitution is a gift from us to ourselves, to our children, and to those yet to be 
born. It is a solemn duty for everyone of us to vote ñYESò. The calypsonians say so; the 
elderly say so; the youths say so; the intellectuals say so; the patriots say so.  

 

FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY, VOTE ñYESò! 



*********************************************************  

 

ISSUE ï October 30th , 2009  

THE OLD AND THE NEW CONSTITUTION: SOME ISSUES  

 

 

 

SOME MORE ISSUES  
 
Over the past few weeks this column h as been addressing a number of salient issues in the 
proposed new Constitution in comparison with the old. So, we continue this week in the 
same vein.  

 

1.  PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION (PSC) Under the existing Constitution, the Prime 
Minister effectively appoints, through the Governor ïGeneral, every member of the 
Public Service Commission (PSC). He advises the Governor -General on each 
appointee to the PSC. In constitutional law, an ñadviceò by the Prime Minister is a 
command! So, currently, the PM advises the Governor -General on the appointment 
of a second person without reference to anyone else. He advises the Governor -
General on the appointment of not less than one other or up to three other persons 
to the PSC , but before he does this latter bit of advise he merely has to consult the 
Public Service Union on the appointment of one and consult the Leader of the 
Opposition. He consults and goes about and advises the Governor -General as he 
pleases, if he is so incl ined.  
Under the proposed new Constitution, the situation is completely different. Of the 
five members of the PSC, the PM advises on only two. Currently, he advises on all 
five members. In the new Constitution he does not advise on the appointment of the 

Chairman. The President appoints but he consults the PM and the Minority Leader 
(Leader of the Opposition). In relation to the two other members, the President 
appoints one from civil society acting on his own deliberate judgment and the other 
after consult ing the Public Service Union. In short, in the new Constitution, the PM 
will get only two of the five members whom he wants; in the existing Constitution he 
gets all five members whom he wants. The same situation applies to the Police 

Service Commission in  the old Constitution, and to the Police and Prison Services 
Commission in the new, as with the old and new PSC.  
The Teaching Service Commission, a new body, is appointed along the lines of the 
new PSC. The PM has his way with only two of five members.  
 

2.  PREROGATIVE OF MERCY  Under the existing Constitution, the Advisory Committee 
on the Prerogative of Mercy may make recommendations to the Prime Minister but 

he is free to accept or reject them in tendering his advice to the Governor -General. 
Once the PM advice s the Governor -General on the exercise of Mercy his advice must 
be followed. The exercise of the Prerogative of Mercy addresses commuting a death 
sentence or reducing a term of imprisonment. So, currently, after the decision of the 
Court, all the way up to  the Privy Council, the one person who can effectively decide 
to save a condemned prisoner from the gallows or to reduce a prison term is the 
Prime Minister.  

Under the new Constitution, this power is removed from the Prime Minister and put 
in the hands of the Parliamentary Commission, chaired by the Speaker and including 



nine other members. Of these nine, the PM has the power to appoint two; the 
Minority Leader (ML) appoints one; the Speaker appoints three civil society members 
after consultation with the P M and ML; the President appoints a Medical Doctor and a 
Minister of Religion; the ninth member is the Attorney -General. Thus, the PMôs 

nominees are in the minority on the Parliament Commission.  
Further, the Parliamentary Commission is required merely to co nsult the PM in the 
exercise of its functions. The PM cannot advise it; only consultation is necessary. This 
is a far cry from his exclusive decision -making on ñMercyò in the existing 
Constitution.   
 

3.  OTHER INSTITUTIONS  In the existing Constitution there is no provision as in the 
proposed new Constitution for an independent Human Rights Commission (to 
address abuses of individualsô human rights); an independent Integrity Commission 
(to oversee ñthe integrityò of parliamentarians and senior public servants/police 
officers); an independent Ombudsman (to address abuse of citizens by public 
servants); and Local Government (to deal with practical local concerns; special 
provisions exist for the Grenadines).  

 
4.  PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE  Under the existing Constitution,  the Public 

Accounts Committee (PAC), a special oversight Committee of Parliament in respect of 
government spending is largely ineffective because of its composition and limited 
powers. Though chaired by the Leader of the Opposition, it has a majority from  the 
Government side, including Cabinet Ministers. It has little or no investigating 
authority. It simply examines the Reports and Accounts from the Director of Audit.  
Under the proposed new Constitution, the PAC has a majority of Opposition 
members. It is  also armed with the powers of subpoena to summon public servants 
and documents relating to any financial matter. Its new powers are awesome and a 
genuine check and balance on Executive authority in financial matters.  
 

5.  THE MAGISTRACY  Under the existing Constitution, the Magistracy is barely 
mentioned. It is governed largely by statute law. Magistrates currently have no 
constitutional protection for their independence and security of tenure.  
Under the proposed new Constitution, there is  a whole chapter on the Magistracy. 
Security of tenure and the independence of Magistrates are protected under the 
proposed Constitution. They have a similar status to High Court judges.  
 

6.  ACCESS TO CONSTITUTIONAL COURT  Under the existing Constitution, acces s to 

the High Court (the Constitutional Court) regarding a breach of a personôs 
fundamental rights is properly secured. So, too, in the new Constitution.  
But in the existing Constitution, access to the High Court for other breaches of the 
Constitution is p roblematic. The provision is that the applicant must have a ñrelevant 
interestò and that phrase has been hemmed in by very limiting technical rules by the 
Court. The new Constitution opens up the access by replacing the formulation 
ñrelevant interestò with the phrase ñagreeable interestò which is defined very widely. 

This is a victory for more access!  
7.   

CONCLUSION  
 
The proposed new Constitution is hailed as the best of its parliamentary type in the world. 
Forget petty party politics. For the love of country,  

VOTE ñYESò! 



 

************************************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï October 23rd , 2009  

 

REDUCTION OF POWERS OF THE PRIME MINISTER IN NEW CONSTITUTION  

 

 
 

EXISTING PRIME MINISTERIAL GOVERNMENT  
 
Under the existing Constitution and in accordance with the local and modern adaptations of 

the traditional Br itish Westminster system of governance, the power centre of the political 
system resides excessively in the office of the Prime Minister. Indeed, in Britain, it is now 
settled wisdom that over - time parliamentary government has evolved, through Cabinet 
gove rnment, to become Prime Ministerial government. In the Caribbean, including St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, this tendency has been bolstered by the constitutional 
arrangements themselves and the history of colonial Governor -type over -rule. Prime 
Minister R alph Gonsalves has, over the years, made scholarly pronouncements on this 
subject and has called openly for the reduction of the powers of the Prime Minister. In fact, 
the almost 17 years of the Mitchell Prime Ministerships, brought this matter into sharpe r 
focus than perhaps anywhere else in the region.  

In the proposed new Constitution of St.Vincent and the Grenadines, a successful effort has 
been made to reduce significantly the powers of the Prime Minister.  

Correspondingly, there has been a marked redist ribution of prime ministerial powers to 
other power/authority centres including the President, the Parliamentary Commission, the 
Minority Leader (Leader of the Opposition), the Human Rights Commission, the 
Ombudsman, the Electoral and Boundaries Commission , the Integrity Commission, and 
Local Government.  

The constitutional re -arrangements in the new Constitution would set in train a dynamic 
which is likely to act as effective restraints on prime ministerial power/authority, particularly 
in the evolution of ñbest practicesò in popular democracy. In short, an emerging altered 
political culture which is expected to be sustained by the very new Constitution itself, would 
result in constraining the actions of the Prime Minister.  

THE REDUCTIONS THEMSELVES  

Under th e existing Constitution, the Prime Minister is empowered to call ñsnap electionsò at 
any time. This is at once unfair to the Opposition, restraining of democracy, and stifling of 
any internal challenge to the Prime Minister. Do not underestimate this power  to call ñsnapò 
elections in keeping overly -ambitious Cabinet ministers in line!  

First, under the proposed new Constitution, ñsnapò elections are things of the past. Under 
Clause 92(5) of the new Constitution, the Prime Minister must wait until the expirat ion of 

four years and nine months in his five -year term before he can advise the President to 



dissolve Parliament and call fresh elections. In effect, the Prime Minister has only a three -
month window to call general elections. This is a major reduction in the PMôs powers. 

Secondly, at present, the Prime Minister can name as many persons as Cabinet members 

from the available parliamentarians. This is an immense source of patronage for him. Under 
the proposed new Constitution, the Prime Minister is limited to  appointing twelve Cabinet 
Ministers.  

Thirdly, at present, the Prime Minister is essentially the only person who effectively 
exercises the Prerogative of Mercy to commute death sentences or to reduce jail terms. 
Under the new Constitution, the exercise of the Prerogative of Mercy resides in the 

Parliamentary Commission, a new institution chaired by the Speaker of Parliament and 
comprising nine persons [the Attorney -General, two parliamentarians appointed by the PM, 
one parliamentarian appointed by the Minor ity Leader, three civil society representatives 
appointed by the Speaker, and two other persons (a medical doctor and a minister of 
religion) appointed by the President.] The Parliamentary Commission is required only to 
consult the PM in its exercise of th e Prerogative of Mercy.  

Fourthly, at present, the Prime Minister essentially controls the Public Accounts Committee 
(PAC) even though it is chaired by the Leader of the Opposition and the PM is not a 
member. But the Prime Minister exercises control of the PAC through the majority of the 
PAC, most of whom are members of Cabinet. At present, the PAC is empowered to examine 
the Report and Audited Accounts of the Director of Audit. The new Constitution changes all 
this significantly in two vital ways: (i) the O pposition would henceforth have a majority; and 
(ii) the PAC is empowered to summon public servants and compel them to bring any 
documents of relevance regarding government finances. This is a major reduction of the 
PMôs powers and a major increase in that of the Minority Leader.  

Fifthly, currently the Prime Minister effectively appoints the Chairman of the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) and all its members. The PSC is responsible for recruiting, promoting, 
appointing, and training public servants and teac hers. The Police Service Commission does 

the same for the Police; the PM currently, effectively decides the membership of that body, 
too. But under the new Constitution, the Prime Minister is merely consulted on the 
appointment of the Chairperson of all th ree Service Commissions (a Teaching Service 
Commission is added new). And of the other four members, the PM has a hand in the 
appointment of only two. At present he has an effective hand in appointing all. In the 
appointment of the Chairperson of the Servi ce Commissions, the PM is in exactly the same 
position as the Minority Leader.  

Sixthly, at present, the Prime Minister, to use James Mitchellôs famous expression, ñmakes 
and unmakesò Governors-General. He simply writes Her Majesty to appoint or disappoint; 
and his will is done. But under the new Constitution, a process of consultation by the PM is 
required with the Minority Leader and the Speaker (as Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Commission). If that consultation does not provide a ñconsensusò candidate for President 
(the new Head of State), the National Assembly would decide on a President by a majority 

vote. Once appointed in his/her renewable five -year term; the President is extremely 
difficult to remove from office. A lengthy pro cedure involving a Judicial Tribunal and enquiry 
as a prelude to a vote in the Assembly has to be pursued. And then it requires a two - thirds 
majority in the Assembly to remove the President.  

Seventhly, the new Constitution removes the power of the Prime Mi nister to effectively 
appoint Senators. All Senators would now be elected by the people on the basis of 
proportional representation.  



FINAL COMMENT  

These reductions are further bolstered by the enhancement/redistribution of powers to 
other power/authority c entres as indicated earlier.  

It is absolutely amazing that a sitting Prime Minister would agree to such huge reductions of 
his powers. And it was said that the Comrade loves power. He has proven his critics wrong 
again. At least they should be gracious and  say so!  

FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY, VOTE ñYESò! 

 

*********************************************  

ISSUE ï October 16th , 2009  
 

NEXT GENERAL ELECTIONS AND ENHANCED PROPERTY RIGHTS  

 

TWO ISSUES  
 
Those who are urging Vincentians to Vote ñNoò in the ñreferendum electionò on the proposed 
new Constitution have lost the argument. They are now resorting to outrageous falsehoods 
to sustain their losing campaign. One of their most dastardly lies concerns the timing of the 
next general elections. The ñVote Noò campaign is mouthing on the ground and on the air 
waves t wo conflicting positions on this matter: (i) That after the referendum there would be 
no more elections; and (ii) that elections would not take place for another five years after 
the referendum. They also falsely assert that existing property rights would be reduced. 
Please, stop these lies; they are unbecoming of leaders or opinion -makers who trot them 
out. What is the true position on the timing of the next elections and the issue of property 

rights?  

TIMING OF NEXT GENERAL ELECTIONS  

Clause 11(8) of the St . Vincent and the Grenadines Constitution Bill, 2009, (not the 
Constitution itself which is the Schedule to the Bill) states:  

 ñUnless sooner dissolved by the President pursuant to Section 92 of the Constitution, 
the Parliament constituted by the President and the transitional National Assembly 
shall stand dissolved five years from the first sitting of the former Assembly after the 
last dissolution of Parliament under the former Constitution.ò 

1.  Section 92 of the Constitution addresses the Prorogation and diss olution of 
Parliament. So if, the Parliament is not dissolved under Section 92, it will be 
dissolved in the manner set out in Clause 11(8) above.  

2.  The ñtransitional National Assemblyò means the existing House of Assembly which 
will continue to function as u sual if the Constitution is approved in the referendum. 
Clause 11(1) defines the existing Assembly as both ñthe former Assemblyò and 
ñtransitional National Assemblyò, as the context demands or admits, after the 
passage of the new Constitution.  

3.  The first sitting of ñthe former Assemblyò after the last dissolution of Parliament 

under the former Constitution was December 29, 2005. The ñlast dissolutionò was on 
November 07, 2005; and the last general elections were held on December 07, 



2005. Thus, t he Parliament in Clause 11(8) would stand dissolved automatically five 
years after December 29, 2005; that is, on December 28, 2010.  

4.  If the new Constitution is approved, Clause 92(5) the new Constitution would govern 
the timing of the next general election s. Clause 92(5) states:  

o ñIn the exercise of his powers to dissolve Parliament, the President shall act in 
accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister: ñProvided that ï 

ñ(a) The Prime Minister shall not advise a dissolution until a period of four 
years  and nine months has elapsed after the first sitting of Parliament after 
the previous dissolutioné..ò 

5.   
Given the specific timelines mentioned above, it follows that, if the new Constitution is 
approved in the referendum, the next dissolution of the Parliam ent would occur on the date 
at, or after, September 28, 2010; and the general elections would be held on or before 
December 28, 2010. Given a usual campaign period of between three - to - four weeks after 
dissolution, it means that, if the new Constitution is approved, the next general elections 
would be held sometime between the end of October and December 28, 2010.  
Of course, if the new Constitution is not approved, the Prime Minister is empowered under 

the existing Constitution to call ñsnapò elections. 

 

NEW  CONSTITUTION STRENGTHENS PROPERTY RIGHTS  

Clause 30(1) of the proposed Constitution states as follows:  

 

 ñNo property of any description shall be compulsorily taken possession of, and no 
interest in or right over property of any description shall be compuls orily acquired, 
except for a public purpose and except where provision is made by a law applicable 
to that taking of possession or acquisition for the payment, within a reasonable time, 

of adequate compensation, that is, compensation which in all the circu mstances is 
fair and reasonable to the person entitled to compensation and also to the State, 
without limitation as to the date at which compensation should be assessed. 
Provided that the compensation shall be paid within twelve months of the date of the 
compulsory taking of possession or acquisition.ò 
 

This provision improves markedly on the existing Constitution in three important ways: (i) 
Adequate compensation is now defined as ñfair and reasonableò; (ii) the date at which 
assessment is to be made is no longer twelve months prior to the date of acquisition as 
mandated in ñthe law applicableò, the Land Acquisition Act, Chapter 241 of the Revised Laws 
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, but at the time which is fair and reasonable; and (iii) 
Compensation is to be paid within 12 months of the acquisition; not within ñthe reasonable 
timeò of the existing Constitution. 
Thus, the proposed Constitution strengthens immeasurably the protection of the property 

rights of an individual whose property has been acquired by the State.  

It should be pointed out that those who clamour for the inclusion of ñopen market valueò in 
the Constitution do not take note of the fact that ñthe law applicableò (the Land Acquisition 
Act) for assessment of compensation of acquired property  does in fact speak of ñopen 
market valueò subject to a set of considerations which makes it favourable to the individual 
in most practical circumstances. Indeed, Section 19 of the Land Acquisition Act, in its 
totality, addresses ñopen market valueò in a manner which is ñfair and reasononableò to 



both the individual and the State. In the USA, their Constitution speaks of ñjust 
compensationò. 

Accordingly, those who parrot a ñNOò position on the new Constitution because of the issue 

of ñproperty rightsò are uninformed, or mischievous, or simply politicking.  

 

FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY VOTE ñYESò ON 

NOVEMBER 25TH!  

 

 

ISSUE ï October 9th , 2009  

 

NAYSAYERS ARE WRONG AGAIN ABOUT OUR PEOPLEôS RIGHT TO SELF-

DETERMINATION  

 

 
 

1979 TO 2009  
 
In 1979, the naysayers among us found themselves on the wrong side of history when they 
opposed our nationôs final, climactic march to constitutional independence. Thirty years 
later, in 2009, many of the same persons and their younger, misguided political  associates 
are again committing the historic wrong of doubting our peopleôs capacity to determine their 
own constitutional future and their very right to self -determination. The central figure 
among the naysayers is James Mitchell (later Sir James by virt ue of his own 
recommendation of himself for a British knighthood). One European philosopher once aptly 
wrote that history repeats itself, first as tragedy, then as farce. The naysayers have acted in 
both tragic and farcical ways; in the process, they have sought to undermine, most 
assuredly, the nationôs best interests. 

THE SINS OF 1979  

 

James Mitchell, for all his idiosyncratic bent and informalities of style, has always had a 
profoundly colonial mindset. He is an Anglophile with an individualist, buccanee ring spirit 
groomed within the contours of the seascape and landscape of the Caribbean. His recent 

remark at his partyôs launching of its ñNo Voteò campaign on September 15, 2009, that the 
things of real lasting value in the Caribbean are sourced from a Br itish legacy, tells the sad 
tale. This colonial mindset and philosophical disposition, so evident in this Autobiography , 
offended that volumeôs reviewer, Dr. Adrian Fraser; that, too, caused a veteran of the anti-
colonialist and anti - imperialist struggles,  Renwick Rose, to blast Sir James in his most 
recent newspaper column in The Searchlight.  

In 1978, James Mitchell, at first framed his opposition to SVGôs quest for independence in 
outrageous colonial language: He asserted that the in the then -colonial sta tus of ñassociated 
statehoodò with Britain, ñwe were as safe and secure as sardinesò. When Mitchellôs cousin in 



St. Lucia, John Compton, always an old -fashioned nationalist, in ways that his Vincentian 
kin could never be, was striking out boldly as St. Luc iaôs Premier to take that country to 
independence, in February 1979, Mitchell altered his tack, tactically but never 
philosophically. Mitchell dropped his embarrassingly backward doctrine of ñsafe as sardinesò, 

and adopted a twin -opportunist, and contradic tory, stance: (i) ñNoò to independence before 
elections; and (2) ñYesò to independence but not under Catoôs Labour Party. 

At the time, the United Peopleôs Movement (UPM), a progressive, nationalist, and anti-
colonialist outfit which included among its lead ers PR Campbell, Renwick Rose, Kenneth 
John, Oscar Allen, and Ralph Gonsalves, took a principled line of: ñYESò to Independence 
but it is the beginning, not the end.  

The political forces which made up the UPM were prepared to go to London for 
ñindependence talksò with Premier Cato as part of a broad-based national movement; Cato 
rejected their requests. But James Mitchell, and the titan of anti -colonial struggles of earlier 
years, Ebenezer Joshua, went opportunist and rejected Catoôs repeated invitations to join 
him in the London ñindependence talksò. Both Mitchell and Joshua were, at the time, sitting 

opposition parliamentarians.  

Catoôs failure to embrace the progressive nationalists outside the Labour Party in 1979, and 
the Mitchell -Joshua refusal to engag e meaningfully with independence, were among the 
political  causes which militated against our nation receiving a more democratic, 
representative and functional constitution than the one which we actually received. The 
eruption of the La Soufriere volcano i n April 1979 and Catoôs electoral timetable of general 
elections before the end of December 1979 (he had come to power in December 1974), 
were contributory factors to our nationôs receipt of a ñconveyer-beltò type constitution 
fashioned largely by an imper ious take -it or leave - it British colonialism. These factors 
weakened the nationalism in Cato and his government and conditioned them to accept the 
British imposition, including the wholly undemocratic requirement of a two - thirds majority in 
a referendum to  alter the deeply entrenched provisions of the Constitution. Interestingly, 
before SVGôs independence, the British were only able to effect such an imposition on a 

divided and troubled Grenada in 1974, led by the bizarre autocrat, Eric Gairy. Before 1974, 
the following English -speaking countries obtained independence without this stiff 
referendum requirement: Trinidad and Barbados (no referendum at all); and Jamaica, 
Guyana, Bahamas, Dominica, and St. Lucia (a referendum with a simple majority of 50 
percent  plus one).  

Yet today in 2009, Mitchell, Arnhim Eustace, and the fringe Thusians are in concert on this 
backward, colonial imposition of a referendum with a two - thirds majority, which permits a 
recalcitrant minority to hold a majority hostage and restrain that majority from effecting a 
necessary and desirable change in governance arrangements. Have people like Ken John, 
Adrian Fraser, and other ñnominalò progressives lost their tongues or pens on this central 
matter? We are pleased that Justice Adrian Saund ers of the CCJ has affirmed a correct 
majoritarian position on this democratic  issue [this is not an ñindividual libertyò issue as 

some wrongly allege.  

 

THE YEAR 1984  

During the 1984 general elections, James Mitchellôs NDP, promised major reforms of the 
1979 Constitution. Those who believed him and his party were swiftly disappointed. In 

office, Prime Minister Mitchell appointed a Constitutional Review Commission (Chaired by Sir 
Rupert John) with very limited terms of reference, namely to e nquire, report upon, and 



make recommendations mainly on four matters: (i) Floor -crossing; (ii) the establishment of 
an Ombudsman to address administrative abuses; (iii) the setting up of an Integrity 
Commission; and (iv) the ending of discrimination agains t non -Vincentian spouses of 
Vincentian women as regards citizenship of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  

None of these required any constitutional alteration by way of a referendum. In the event, 
only one measure was brought to Parliament: That concerning th e citizenship issue. For 17 
years, the NDP government studiously avoided the ñmajor reformsò it trumpeted in 
opposition. Many of us remember distinctly Douglas De Freitas asserting in the 1990s that 
he would not support any political party until it address es constitutional reform 
meaningfully. He opposes now the only party that does so, the ULP! Interesting the NDP 

now oppose putting an Integrity Commission and the Ombudsman in the new Constitution. 
They are pathetic.  

 

THE YEAR 2009  

In 2009, as we are on th e verge of an epoch -making referendum on constitutional reform, 
the naysayers are at it again with their colonial backwardness; their antipathy to true 
democratic governance and responsible representative government; their opposition to the 
strengthening o f the independence and quality of the judiciary; their insincere mouthings on 
the importance of the rule of law but yet their objections to its bolstering; their dissembling 
and false utterances regarding the genuine extensions of individual rights and fre edoms; 
and their dissing of the exemplary innovations to enhance markedly parliamentary 
democracy, good governance, regionalism, and internationalism.  

The apotheosis of the NDPôs fracturing of the national political consensus on constitutional 
reform now f inds its full expression in James Mitchellôs pithy summation of his partyôs 
descent into farcical, tribal politics on a national issue: ñ óNoô to Ralph; óNoô to Parnel; óNoô to 
the ULPò. This is the sad end to Eustaceôs ridiculous ñpull outò of the reform process in late 

July 2007 when he scrunted hither and thither for justification: ñRemove ULP billboards; 
publish the 2005 Election Report; leave office, Supervisor of Elections; and give explanation 
about Syrian votesò. All nonsensical rubbish with no relevance to constitutional reform!  

In 2009, the naysayers have no credible reason or intellectual basis for opposing the 
proposed new Constitution which Opposition Senator, St. Clair Leacock, himself has hailed 
as a ñsignificant improvementò over the existing Constitution. The naysayers led by the NDP 
leadership are playing politics against the nationôs interest, to the hilt. They want to keep 
the Queen and the Privy Council; they wallow in falsehoods and backwardness; and they 
seek to imprison the peopleôs spirit by their belittling cynicism about our peopleôs capacity 
for self -determination and further ennoblement. One feels truly sorry for them. But we must 
defeat them and their anti -national, undemocratic positions. Those, too, who sit on the 
fence are remi nded by the philosopher Dante that the hottest part of hell is reserved for 
those who, at a moment when they are required to take the correct stand, show not the 

courage of their convictions. Sophistry helps not. They need to hear the sage voice of the 
pro verbial old -man in our villages: ñIt is not long rope does heng cattle; it is short ropeò. 

 

FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY, VOTE ñYESò! 

**************************************************  



 

ISSUE ï October 2nd , 2009  
 

NEW CONSTITUTION STRENGTHENS JUDICIARY  

 

 

TWIN - ISSUE  
 

The twin - issue of enhancing the rule of law and strengthening the judiciary commands 
attention in the new Constitution for St. Vincent and the Grenadines. There are several clear 
indicators: A consolidation and extension of individual fundamental rights an d freedoms; the 
establishment of innovative, supportive, independent institutions such as the Human Rights 
Commission, the Ombudsman, the Integrity Commission, and the Parliamentary 
Commission; the consolidation of the independence and quality of the judic iary, including 
the push towards the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ), and the constitutional 

entrenchment, for the first time ever, of the Magistracy. This column addresses the issues 
connected to the strengthening of the judiciary.  

THE MAGISTRACY  

Under t he existing Constitution, the Magistracy is covered under one Section, Section 83. It 
simply states that the power to appoint Magistrates, the power to exercise disciplinary 

control over Magistrates, and the power to remove Magistrates from office is veste d in the 
Governor General (the Executive), acting in accordance with the advice of the regional 
Judicial and Legal Services Commission. Everything else concerning the Magistracy is 
governed by ordinary statute law made by Parliament in the ordinary course of things. The 
Magistracy is the forum before which 90 percent of the criminal and civil disputes are heard. 
It is quintessentially a poor peopleôs court. 

Under the proposed Constitution, the Magistracy is covered under eight clauses tackling the 
following , among other matters: Establishment of the office of the Magistrate; appointment; 
jurisdiction; remuneration and other terms; oaths; Magistrates, in the exercise of their 
judicial functions, are not subject to direction or control of any person or authori ty; vacating 
office; and tribunal procedure for removal and suspension.  

Under the existing Constitution, law, and practice, the Magistrates are not properly 
supervised in their administrative functions and work habits. The Chief Justice has no direct 
super visory role over the Magistrates in these respects; and neither the Attorney General 
nor the Minister of Legal Affairs can properly do so since such an interference would be 
ñpoliticalò and subversive of the doctrine of ñthe separation of powersò. Thus, currently, 
Magistrates are bosses in their domains in a way judges are not. Only when a Magistrateôs 
conduct or work becomes so delinquent that the disciplinary power of the Chief Justice 

(through the Judicial and Legal Services Commission) proffering advice  to the Governor 
General for action, enters the picture. By then, lots of damage to the credibility and delivery 
of justice would have been done. Surely, that is an unacceptable position.  

Under the proposed Constitution this unacceptable situation is put r ight. At the same time, 
under the existing Constitution, the tenure of Magistracy is not secure, and thus their 
independence cannot be guaranteed. The new Constitution properly addresses this mischief 
or limitation; it provides for the security of tenure o f Magistrates, and thus their 
independence.  



Currently, under the existing Constitution and law, a Magistrate on contract, has to demit 
office when his/her contract ends. Under the proposed Constitution, once the Magistrate is 
appointed and he/she wants to continue in office, he/she cannot be removed, even if he/she 
is on contract. Under the proposed Constitution a Magistrate can only be removed from 

office for inability to exercise the functions of the office (whether arising from infirmity of 
body or mind or other cause) or for misbehaviour. In any event, such removal can only be 
done by way of a judicial Tribunal, selected by the Chief Justice and appointed by the 
President. The Tribunal would make an appropriate recommendation to the President after 
enqui ring into the matter.  

Currently, too, there is no age limit for a Magistrate but there is for judges. The proposed 

Constitution, however, proposes the age limit of 66 years or such other age as Parliament 
may prescribe.  

 

HIGH COURT AND COURT OF APPEAL  

The proposed Constitution basically repeats the principles of the existing Constitution and 
the Supreme Court Order, al of which are entrenched. So, the independence, security, and 
quality of the High Court and Court of Appeal are thus consolidated and reaffir med.  

 

FINAL APPEAL COURT: CCJ, NOT PRIVY COUNCIL  

St. Vincent and the Grenadines has had the British Privy Council as its court of final 
appellate jurisdiction since 1833, including the last 30 years since it has been an 
independent country. St. Vincent and  the Grenadines is also a member of the Caribbean 
Court of Justice (CCJ) in its original jurisdiction by virtue of its membership of CARICOM 
(and CSME ï Caribbean Single Market and Economy) and its signatory status to the 
instruments establishing the CCJ. The CCJ also is a Court of final appellate jurisdiction for 
Barbados and Guyana. St. Vincent and the Grenadines and other CARICOM countries are 
desirous of being part of the CCJ in its appellate jurisdiction. Already, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines has fun ded the Trust Fund of the CCJ as if it is part of both the CCJôs original 
and final appellate jurisdiction.  

The case for the abolition of the appeals to the Privy Council is unanswerably strong. That 
case has been made repeatedly by all forward -looking Car ibbean nationals. The case is even 

stronger now since the Privy Council has made it plain that it wants St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines and other Caribbean countries to leave it and go to the CCJ.  

The proposed Constitution seeks to do this. First, the exist ing Constitution must be altered 
in the referendum on November 25th to allow Parliament to finalise the break with the Privy 
Council and enter the CCJ in its final appellate jurisdiction. Clause 74 (a) and (b) address 

this issue. So, a two - thirds majority in the referendum will accord Parliament the authority 
to cut the colonial apron strings from the Privy Council with a simple majority.  

Secondly, and administratively, the Government intends to engage both the CCJ and the 
Privy Council to ensure that the b est Bill goes to Parliament to sort out all the necessary and 
desirable transitional issues. This is the only responsible way to proceed so as to ensure an 
orderly and seamless transition and transfer from the Privy Council to the CCJ.  

 



FINAL COMMENT  

A vote against the new Constitution means the following: A denial of the people the 
constitutional strengthening of their rights through the Human Rights Commission, the 

Integrity Commission, the Ombudsman, and the Parliamentary Commission; the continued 
m arginalisation of the Magistracy and its continuing weak status; the shameful squatting on 
colonial premises (the Privy Council) after it has given us notice to quit; and a refusal to 
embrace an excellent CCJ, a house of justice which we Caribbean people h ave built with our 
own hands.  

Thus, For Love of Country, Vote ñYESò! 

 

*************************************************  

ISSUE ï September 25th , 2009  

 

JAMES MITCHELL SINKS ARNHIM EUSTACE  

 

 

FOOLISH NDP MOVE  
 
The move by the leadership of the opposition NDP to allow Sir James Mitchell, founder of 

the NDP , to star at the recent launch of the ñVote Noò campaign, was a major mistake for 
themselves and the country. At the best of times, Sir James has always been a ñloose 
cannonò; he cannot be scripted; and on the night of the launch he was plainly unscriptable. 
He differed with the NDPôs President, Arnhim Eustace, on several issues in the constitutional 
reform debate; he criticised the Eustace -led NDP for opting out of the constitutional reform 
process in July 2007; and he raised a political bar of achievement  for the NDP in the 
referendum (51 percent) which they are unable to scale. Sir James would thus use the 
referendum failure of the NDP to take back his party. Unwittingly, Eustace has put his 
political neck on the line. It is likely to be chopped off by Si r James, Linton Lewis, Frank Da 
Silva and others. Mrs. Eustace, Ken John, John Horne, St. Clair Leacock and other fellow -
travellers with Eustace must be fuming at Sir Jamesô audacity. 

As Comrade Ralph said in Parliament last week: Sir James is a man you ma y call to give the 

benediction; not to deliver the main sermon.  

 

FOUR DIVERGENCES  

There are at least four central positions of Sir James which differ sharply from the official 
NDP line.  

First, the matter of term limits for Prime Ministers. Eustace has been  arguing that term 
limits for the Prime Minister are vital in the reduction of Prime Ministerial power and the 
strengthening of political democracy. That he said is one of the main reasons for his ñNOò 
vote campaign. It is an illogical position since the e xisting Constitution, which would remain 
if the ñNOò vote succeeds, has no term limits. 



But Sir James has gone further. He has stated that term limits for a Prime Minister in a 
parliamentary system like ours is unworkable and undemocratic. He said in his ñlaunch 
speechò that term limits are possible only in systems with an Executive President. 

The ñYESò campaigners agree with Sir James on this one. 

Secondly, the removal of the Queen as Head of State. Sir James supports the maintenance 
of the Queen. This is a backward, colonial position to take. Sir James compounds this 
backwardness with incredible rubbish such as ñthe Queen is not troubling anybodyò and his 
nonsensical assertion that most things of lasting value in the Caribbean come from the 
British civilis ation. (What about the core of our ho m e-grown Caribbean civilisation ) 

As a man who came to political consciousness in the late 1960s, it is expected that Eustace 
would support the ñYESò campaigners on the removing of the Queen. But he is so wrapped 
up in his partisan politics and his own survival in the NDP that he is prepared to sacrifice his 
beliefs and support the Queen as Head of State by voting ñNOò to the new Constitution. Sir 
James realises Eustaceôs political weakness and opportunism that he is prepared to flaunt 
himself as a defender of the Monarch in the face of Eustace and to curry - favour with the 
backward, pro -colonial elements in the NDP. Eustace is thus in a real pickle of his own 
making!  

Thirdly, Mitchell is calling for the retention of the P rivy Council as the final appellate court. 
Eustace is repeatedly on - record as supporting the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) instead. 
This is the position, too, of the ñYESò campaigners. But Eustaceôs political weakness and 
opportunism again make him unab le to stop a marauding Mitchell from reclaiming his NDP. 
Had Eustace upheld principle and go unequivocally for a ñYESò vote with the Government, 
there would be no resurgence of a backward James Mitchell. Eustace has helped to create 
the very conditions for  Sir Jamesô return by his pandering to backwardness. Why take an 
imitation when you can get the genuine article of old, reasons the backward rump in the 
NDP? 

Fourthly, Sir James plumps for a future: National Assembly of 29 members (15 constituency 
represen tatives and 14 elected Senators by proportional representation). Eustace has been 
insisting on no more than the existing 21 seats (15 for constituencies and 6 Senators). This 
is a big thing for Eustace. He is illogical on it; he says that he is watching th e cost (a 
ridiculous calculation when the Cabinet would be limited to only 12 members plus the PM); 
he is just plodding on with a tunnel -vision. Sir James has undermined the official NDP line 
on this.  

The ñYESò campaigners are on solid ground in calling for 27 seats (17 in constituencies and 
10 elected Senators). That is what is in the Constitution.  

 

MITCHELLôS CRITIQUE OF EUSTACE 

Mitchell side -swiped Eustace in his speech by making it plain that the NDP was in serious 
error when it withdrew from the constitutional reform process in late July 2007. At the time, 
and afterwards, Eustace was criticised by independent commentators such as Renwick Rose, 
newspaper editorials, the CRC and CRSC, civil soci ety and the majority in Parliament for his 
specious reasons for withdrawing the NDP from the process. Eustaceôs opportunism started 
his slide and the fracturing of national unity on the constitutional reform issue. Mitchell is 

now hanging it around Eustace ôs neck as he makes his play to return. 

 



SETTING AN IMPOSSIBLE BAR  

 

Mitchell, in his ñlaunch speechò, essentially placed a hook in Eustaceôs gill by asserting to 
Eustace that if the NDP fails to reach 51 percent of the vote in the referendum election, 
ñcrapaud smoke yuh pipeò. 

Mitchell knows that the last occasion in the last fifteen years that the NDP went past 51 
percent of the popular vote was in the 1994 general elections; they got 56 percent. Since 
then the NDPôs decline has been precipitous and spectacular: In 1998, under Sir Jamesô 

leadership, the NDP got 45 percent of the vote; in 2001, under Eustace, it got 41 percent of 
the vote; and in 2005, under Eustace, their touted ñrecoveryò was just 44 percent 
(essentially the NDP and PPM vote of 2001), which  was less than their 1998 figure.  

Mitchell knows that even with his blessing on the ñNOò vote, the NDP would not get 51 
percent of the voters in the referendum. Indeed, Mitchellôs speech would make the NDP get 
less than before, because he has deliberately added to the NDPôs confusion. Only Dr. 
Kenneth John, who has lost all touch with political reality, is brazen enough to contend 
otherwise.  

 

CAT AND MOUSE  

Expect James Mitchell to play cat -and -mouse with the Eustace - led NDP between now and 
the referendum. H is personal political objective is crystal -clear: Make sure that Eustaceôs 
NDP does not get close to the 51 percent target; and at the same time try to create enough 
confusion to assist in derailing the ñYESò vote below 66.67 percent. James Mitchell is not 
interested in any progressive, democratic, nationalist Constitution for St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. He wants to return. He is still in competition with the deceased John Compton, 
his cousin. He is like a fish out of water without the levers of prime m inisterial power. But 
Mitchellôs backwardness and colonial mentality would never again prevail in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines. The people, especially the youth and the children of the Education 
Revolution, have gone past the likes of Mitchell. Only the declining numbers with partisan 
nostalgia in a corner of the NDP really think that the old trouper can credibly mount a come -
back. Only these people and the likes of ñjournalistò Jerry George find Mitchellôs ñcomedy 
hourò performances amusing, interesting, or viable.  

But he has finished off Eustace once and for all. Mitchell may be a King -maker within the 
NDP. Beyond that he is unviable. Still, he is a big thing in the NDP. Eustace, Leacock, 
Cummings and Friday and the other Eustace fellow - travellers are ag hast at Mitchellôs daring 
stroke last week. The pity of all this is that Eustace and his ilk have sacrificed their place in 
history by putting themselves on the wrong side of constitutional reform. There is still time 
for them to save face and change tack.  But that is unlikely. Pride, opportunism, and tunnel 

vision have been their undoing!  

***************************************  

 

ISSUE ï September 4th , 2009  
 

 

VOTE ñYESò FOR THE NEW CONSTITUTION 



 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE  
 

The parliamentary debate on the new Constitution for St. Vincent and the Gre nadines began 
on Tuesday September 01, 2009. Several innovations are in this Constitution making it 
much better than the existing one; it is, indeed, better by far. So we urge a ñYESò vote in 
the referendum. Two areas are highlighted today: (1) Parliament:  More Representative, 
Democratic, and Accountable; and (2) Reduction in the Powers of the Prime Minister.  

(1) PARLIAMENT: MORE REPRESENTATIVE, DEMOCRATIC AND ACCOUNTABLE  

Clauses 66 to 101 of the proposed Constitution address all the issues relating to Parl iament. 
There are several major innovations which would make our Parliament more representative, 
democratic and accountable. These innovations include:  

1.  The National Assembly (the new name for ñthe House of Assembly) will henceforth 

be wholly elected on the  basis of the traditional first -past - the -post electoral system 
in constituencies and a system of proportional representation bases on a Party List of 
Candidates submitted to the Electoral and Boundaries Commission. This ñmixedò 
system will have 17 elected Representatives and 10 elected Senators in a single 
Chamber.  

2.  Ministers of Religion will now have the right to stand for parliamentary elections.  
3.  The Public Accounts Committee (PAC), the oversight body on governmentôs spending 

will be explicitly chaired by the Minority Leader (formerly the Leader of the 
Opposition) and will consist of a majority of opposition members. This will greatly 
strengthen parliamentary oversight of government finances.  

4.  A Vincentian national with dual or multiple citizenships will no longer be disqualified 
as a candidate for parliamentary elections.  

5.  Henceforth only Vincentians and citizens of OECS and CARICOM countries in the 
Commonwealth will be eligible as candidates for parliamentary elections. Currently, 

all Commonwealth citizen s with a one yearôs residence in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines are qualified as candidates.  

6.  Clause 78 of the proposed Constitution permits, as never before, the active 
participation of civil society invitees to participate in the debates in the National 
Assembly.  

7.  Clause 87 and 88 of the proposed Constitution impose, for the first time ever in St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines, a formal obligation on a Representative to report to his 
constituencies at least once every six months on his representational activit ies. The 
Representative has to submit the report in writing to the Speaker who has the 
authority to ñname and shameò any Representative who is in default of his reportage 
obligations.  

8.  Clause 92(5)(b) of the proposed Constitution empowers the President, act ing in his 
own deliberate judgment, to remove the Prime Minister from office if, consequent 
upon the passage of a resolution of no confidence in the Government, the Prime 
Minister does not within three days either resign or advises a dissolution of 
Parliam ent.  

9.  The reduction of the majority required in a referendum from two -thirds of the votes 
validly cast to 60 percent in order to alter the Constitution. The requisite majority in 
the National Assembly also has to be obtained. Desirable change must not be 
blocked by recalcitrant minorities.  

10.  Clause 74(6)(b) facilitates, constitutionally, the deepening of regional integration.  



11.  Clause 84(2) strengthens the role of the Minority Leader regarding financial matters 
in a way not available currently for the Leader of the Opposition. Under this provision 
the Minority Leader, by way of a Motion (not a Bill), can formally propose to the 
National Assembly any matter regarding taxation, expenditure from the Consolidated 

Fund, or any such related financial issue of the Centr al Government.  
12.  There is a bundle of innovative provisions, for the better, in proposed Constitution 

regarding  ELECTIONS AND THE MACHINERY FOR THE CONDUCT OF 
ELECTIONS.  These provisions include:  
 

1.  The establishment of a truly independent and transparent five -member 
Electoral and Boundaries Commission (EBC) and the appointment by the 
President on the advice of the EBC of a genuinely independent Chief Electoral 
Officer.  

2.  The inability under the proposed Constitution of the Prime Minister to call a 
ñsnapò election. He can advise a dissolution of Parliament and call general 
elections after the expiration of four years and nine months since the previous 
dissolution.  

3.  The ñmixedò system of elections as described before. [Clauses 97 to 100]. 
4.  A ñGuiding Principleò [Clause 21(3)] which imposes an obligation on political 

parties to aspire to having not less than 30 percent of the 27 candidates for 
election as Representatives and Senators, as women; a similar provision is in 
place for men: Thirty percent will amount to 9 wom en or 9 men, at least.  

5.  Clause 89 establishes a ñCooperation for better Governanceò. This is a quest 
for national consensus despite partisan political differences.   
 

13.  (2)  REDUCTION OF THE POWERS OF THE PRIME MINISTER  The proposed 
Constitution reduces markedl y the powers of the Prime Minister in at least ten 
ways: - 
 

1.  The constitutional requirement of a more or less fixed date for general 
elections. There cannot be ñsnapò elections anymore outside of a very narrow 
window of opportunity. This is a  major limitation  on the Prime Ministerôs 
powers. He can advise the President to dissolve the National Assembly and 
call general elections only after the expiration of four j(4) years and nine (9) 
months from the date of the previous dissolution. In effect, he has only a 
three -month window to call general elections.  

2.  The limitation on the number of Cabinet members that a Prime Minister can 

cause to be appointed. The number is twelve (12).  
3.  The removal of the Prime Ministerôs power of determining life or death or in 

reducing a ny sentence of imprisonment. He would no longer be in charge of 
the Prerogative Committee of Mercy. That authority would henceforth be in 
the Parliamentary Commission which is independent of the Prime Minister.   

4.  The strengthening of the power of the Public  Accounts Committee (PAC) 
which is chaired by the Minority Leader and would have a majority of 

Opposition members. This independent PAC enhances parliamentary oversight 
on financial matters and reduces the Prime Ministerôs dominant role 
accordingly in this  regard.  

5.  The removal of the Prime Ministerôs power in effectively appointing the 
Chairman of the Service Commission.  

6.  The removal of the sole effective power of the Prime Minister in the 

appointment of the Head of State. This authority is now transferred to  the 
National Assembly; and the Prime Minister would henceforth have a shared 



role with the Minority Leader, the Parliamentary Commission, and members of 
the National Assembly in the election of the President.  

7.  The removal of the sole effective power of the  Prime Minister to remove the 
Head of State. Under the proposed Constitution the President can only be 

removed by a two - thirds majority of the National Assembly and only after a 
most detailed process, through a Tribunal, is exhausted.  

8.  The removal of the po wer of the Prime Minister to appoint Senators. 
Henceforth they would be elected by way of proportional representation.  

9.  The dramatic increase in the powers of the President, acting in his own 
deliberate judgment, and of the Minority Leader at the expense of the Prime 
Minister, considerably reshapes the distribution of authority in the system of 
governance.  

10.  The restraints upon, or the instances of the diminution of, the Prime Ministerôs 
authority are littered throughout the pr oposed Constitution. The following are 
itemised: By the political sway of sizeable numbers of non -Cabinet members 
in the National Assembly; by the Parliamentary Commission; by the Human 
Rights Commission; by the Ombudsman; by the Integrity Commission; by t he 

Local Government provisions; by the participatory role of civil society 
nominees in the Assembly; and by the Electoral and Boundaries Commission.  

11.  By the formidable strengthening of the Magistracy to remove even an 
appearance of political interference.  

12.  By the entire enhanced democratic, representative, and accountable 
apparatus of the proposed Constitution.   

 
VOTE YES IN THE REFERENDUM ELECTION IN NOVEMBER 2009!  

 

 
ISSUE ï August 28th , 2009  
 

UNIVERSITY BECKONS UNDER ULP  

 

 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE  
 
AT LEAST  ONE PER HOUSEHOLD  

The ULP government has opened up opportunities galore for attendance at universities all 
over the world for Vincentian students. Since 2001, thousands of our nationals, especially 
our young people, have taken advantage of these abundant educational opportunities at the 
tertiary level. Indeed, the ULP governmentôs policy-target of ensuring at least one university 
graduate per household, on an average, by the year 2025, at the latest, is on the way to 

being achieved. On the other hand, the extent of the ambition of the opposition NDP is a 
target of one job per household is laughable and limiting, particularly since that has already 
been achieved by the ULP administration. There are roughly 33,000 households in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.  On the National Insurance Servicesô Register alone there are 
over 40,000 active employers, employees, and self -employed persons. And there are 
significant numbers of employees and self -employed persons who are not on the NIS 
Register. So, let us go beyond  the NDPôs lameness and address our nationalsô post-

secondary and tertiary education.  

THE CURRENT SITUATION  



Currently, there are huge aggregate numbers of our students at universities and colleges all 
over the world including at the University of the West Indies, other universities/colleges in 
CARICOM countries, Cuba, Venezuela, Mexico, Malaysia, Dominican Republic, Taiwan, 
Turkey, Morocco, Austria, New Zealand, Holland, United Kingdom, U.S.A., France, and 

Canada. We have received scholarships, too, fo r students to study in Libya and Iran but 
these have not yet been rolled out in advertisements; the details, administrative and 
otherwise, are being hammered out. The ULP government wants to see our students in 
every corner of the world. At the same time, dozens of our post -secondary students are 
availing themselves of distance - learning via the Internet or other such -like distance - learning 
facility.  

Almost every single Vincentian student who is pursuing a university/college education is 
being financed in wh ole or in part by the Government of St. Vincent and the Grenadines or 
through its facilitation. Indeed, even those students who pay their tuition and living 
expenses at the University of the West Indies, are having their ñeconomic costò of the 
university e ducation paid by the Government. Depending on the Faculty one attends, the 
economic cost is in excess of $20,000 per year per student.  

THE YEARS 2008 AND 2009  

Last year, 2008, on the basis of the ñAò Level-CAPE results, which were quite good, the ULP 
gover nment awarded 34 scholarships and bursaries, including nine Teaching Scholarships in 
the Sciences (Maths, Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Computer Science, Mechanical 
Engineering, and Technical/Vocational Educational in the areas of Construction and Fashion 
Design). Never before were such numbers offered arising from the ñAò Level ï CAPE 
Results. When the ULP arrived in office, only four such scholarships were offered. For 2009, 
we await the announcement of the number of national scholarships/bursaries to be a warded 
on the basis of the yearsô examination results. 

Additionally, in 2008 and 2009, so far, the following, among others, were offered to, and 
received by, students:  

 

1.  Venezuelan Scholarships: 20 in 2008; 19 in 2009. Of the number offered in 2009, six 
are  to study medicine; seven to study tourism; three to study information 
technology; two to study disaster/emergency prevention and management; and one 
to study maritime engineering.  

2.  Taiwan Scholarships: Five in 2008; six in 2009;  
3.  Turkey: Three in 2008;  
4.  Morocco: Two in 2008;  
5.  Austria: Three in 2008;  
6.  Commonwealth Scholarships: Three in 2008; two in 2009 (in New Zealand and UK);  
7.  OAS Scholarships: Ten in 2008;  
8.  European Union Scholarships: Five in Statistics; two otherwise.  

9.  CDB Scholarships: Twelve in 2009;  
10.  Cuba: Six in 2008; ten in 2009 (8 of which in Medicine; one in Sports; one in 

Architecture).  
11.  Glen Jackson Memorial Scholarships: Two in Mass Communications  
12.  Government Bursaries to UWI: 25 in 2009, all in the Sciences (Dentistry, Biology, 

Chemistry, Biochemis try, Mathematics, Computer/IT, Engineering, Medicine, Science 
in Education, Physical Therapy, Science and Agriculture, Molecular Biology).  

13.  Miss SVG Scholarships: One in 2008, one in 2009.  
14.  Trinity School of Medicine: Two in 2008 -09.  



15.  Dominican Republic: Eigh t in 2009 (Medicine and the Sciences).  
16.  Scholarship for Secondary and Primary Teachers: In excess of 200 in 2008 -2009 in 

various areas at Degree or Diploma levels.   
 

Further, in 2008 and 2009 (so far) in excess of 100 students have benefitted from the 
Econom ically Disadvantaged Student Loans up to a maximum of $120,000. The Minister of 
Finance signs these as the Guarantor. This is a ULP innovation. Several others have 
received the regular student loans. And dozens have received financial assistance under one 
package or the other, including to universities in the UK, Canada, and the USA.  
 
Indeed, there are so many opportunities that some go by the board. For example, many 
students are not taking up all the scholarships available for study in Cuba, Dominican 
Repu blic, Turkey, and Morocco. This fate may attend, too, some of the opportunities in 
Libya and Iran. Our students must embrace the adventure of learning everywhere in the 
world.  

TEACHERS, PUBLIC SERVANTS, POLICE  

Teachers, public servants, and police officers  receive generous study - leave conditions. No 
where in the Caribbean are such conditions as generous as in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. They receive study leave after three years on the job; they get full pay for year 
one of their studies; and half -pay f or years two and three of their studies. Indeed, quite 
often when a teacher, public servant or police officer receives a scholarship they are better 
off financially when they go off to study because of the generous study -leave conditions. 
Hundreds have bee n taking advantage of all this under the ULPôs Education Revolution. 

In 2001 when the ULP arrived in office there were only four primary school teachers with 
university degrees. Today, there are some 300 such teachers.  

In 2001, there was one university gra duate in the Police Force. Today, there are six or 
seven; another nine or so are pursuing university or further professional studies. More and 

more police officers are preparing themselves to go off to university.  

Indeed, so many teachers and public servan ts are applying and receiving study -leave, that 
it is becoming a huge management challenge for the teaching and public services. When 
extraordinary large numbers get study leave it puts real pressure on the existing manpower 
resources. It is, too, a big fi nancial challenge but the ULP government tries its best to meet 
it.  

For example, the Ministry of Education advised the Public Service Commission (PSC) this 
year that the maximum number of teachers it recommends for study leave is 21. However, 
so far, the P SC has granted 37 teachers study leave. This is in addition to all those who are 
already on study leave hitherto. Clearly, this matter has to be better managed in the 
interest of all concerned.  

MEANWHILE MORE AVAILABLE  

Meanwhile, more students become avail able for university education as they successes are 
racked up at the CXC Level and at the Community College. At this is excellent news. Let the 
young soar as eagles with their wings unclipped!  

 

*****************************************  



 

ISSUE ï August 21st , 2009  
 
 

CAPITAL PROJECTS AT TIME OF GLOBAL CRISIS  

 

 
 

BOLD, DECISIVE, CREATIVE  
 
The ULP government is bold, decisive, creative, and full of faith in the people of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines in fashioning and implementing its policies. It functions with the 
peopleôs interests paramount among its policy considerations. Its visionary people-centred 
work is limited only by the extent of material resources, namely, money and human 
capacity. All this is evident in its people -driven policies on the Education Revolutio n, Poverty 

Reduction, the building of a many -sided and competitive post -colonial economy, and the 
implementing of its capital projects.  

Last week, the Searchlight newspaper  ditorialized  on one capital project, the Argyle 
International Airport, as follows: - 

ñOver the years, successive governments have tinkered with the idea [of building an 
international airport], but seem to have been daunted by the sheer size, and cost, of such a 
project in a country in which flat land is a scarce commodity. It has taken t he courage and 
audacity of Prime Minister, Dr. The Hon. Ralph Gonsalves to take the plunge and actually 
embark on this gargantuan taskò. 

Incredibly, the ULP government is successfully constructing the international airport at a 
time of profound global econ omic crisis and a contraction of the economies of the region, 

including those of the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union (ECCU).  

But there is boldness, creativity, and faith in ourselves to accomplish whatever task we set 
ourselves. In Parliament last week, P rime Minister Gonsalves again demonstrated this in his 
recitation of the capital projects to be implemented by monies just received by the 
government from certain external sources, namely, the European Union, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), Venezuel a, and Petro Caribe.  

THE FUNDING AND THE PROJECTS  

The ULP government has allocated the EC $12.9 million which it recently received from the 
European Union as a policy -based grant (ñBudget Support)ò, to the following projects: 

1.  Modernisation of Customs : $ 6 00,000.00  

2.  Property Tax Reform :$1,200,000.00  
3.  Children/Families Legislation Reform :$ 60,000.00  
4.  Upgrading of School Premises :$ 750,000.00  
5.  Book Loan Scheme :$ 1,500,000.00  
6.  Georgetown Police Station :$ 1,000,000.00  
7.  Canouan Administrative Building : $1,000,00 0.00  
8.  Forest Protection/Sustainable Livelihood :$ 120,000.00  

9.  Animal Production Project :$ 500,000.00  
10.  Land Bank $ 750,000.00  



11.  Germoplasm :$100,000.00  
12.  Support for Launders Agro -Processors : $ 300,000.00  
13.  Rural Electrification : $ 150,000.00  
14.  Rur al Community Markets : $ 400,000.00  

15.  Georgetown Rural Development Facility : $3,000,000.00  
16.  Cumberland Sporting Facility : $ 270,000.00  
17.  River Defenses : $ 1,110,000.00  
18.  Upgrading of Roads : $ 500,000.00  
19.  Cultural Programme for Garifuna : $125,000.00  
20.  Generators  for Health Facilities : $ 300,000.00  
21.  Improvement to Primary Health : $ 500,000.00  
22.  Kingstown Bus Terminal Development : $1,000,000.00  

Total: $15,235,000.00  
Less VAT $ 1,984,036.00  
$ 13,250,964.00  
The slight excess over the $12.9 million will be put by the Central Government.  

Recently, too, the ULP government received a very generous soft - loan from the IMF of EC 
$15.4 million or 45 percent of St. Vincent and the Grenadinesô Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs) at the IMF. The main projects to which this sum has bee n allocated are:  

1.  Argyle Re -alignment Road : $ 3,530,000.00  
2.  Part of Rabacca ï Sandy Bay Road Development : 1,700,000.00  
3.  Union Island Airport Improvement : 3,840,000.00  
4.  National Library Complex : 4,330,000.00 $13,400,000.00  

The remainder plus the VAT monies on these expenditures are being allocated to a series of 
smaller projects.  
Further, the European Union is contributing EC $1.7 million of the $2.1 million dollar 
contract awarded to Dipcon to rehabilitate the Vigie Highway. That will commence shortly.  

From  Venezuela has come recently EC $2.9 million for the Sustainable Livelihoods Project in 

Agriculture which was launched by Saboto Caesar recently. Another $2.9 million is due 
shortly from the same source. Meanwhile EC $18 million from the Petro Caribe Fund held in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines has been allocated to the Argyle International Airport 
Project.  

OTHER CAPITAL PROJECTS  

Among other major capital projects on -going by the Central Government are the following: 
The Cross -Country Road; the National Stad ium Project; the completion of the schools at 
Peterôs Hope, Edinboro, Bequia and Union Island; the Customs Building; the Medical 
Complex at Georgetown; the Stubbs Polyclinic; the Secondary School Expansion 
Programme; several community projects in Canouan; the 14 Tourism Sitesô Development; 
and the $40 million project for ICT development.  

Capital projects linked to the Central Government but carried out through other agencies 
including: Several projects amounting to millions of dollars implemented by the Soc ial 
Investment Fund (SIF); a $48.6 million Fuel Storage Project at Lowmans Bay carried out by 
Petro Caribe; a $16 million Reigate Commercial Development by the state -owned National 
Properties Limited; and the Low - Income/No -Income Housing Project through th e State -
owned Housing and Land Development Corporation.  

MEANWHILE OTHER INITIATIVES  



Meanwhile, other major initiatives are underway by this magnificent ULP government, 
including: The Constitutional Reform Project; the Restructuring of the management of the 
Banana Industry; the setting up of BRAGSA; the OECS Economic Union Project; sorting out 
LIAT; and helping to solve the regional economic difficulties.  

The ULP has embarked upon projects and strategic initiatives which other governm ents 
hitherto only talked about or genuflected towards without serious attempts at action on 
them. These include: The Rabacca Bridge; the Argyle International Airport; the Canouan Jet 
Airport; the Cross -Country Road; the Modern Library; the Modern Medical Complex; 
Constitutional Reform; Saving LIAT; Administrative Reform, including the Reclassification 
Process; Universal Secondary Education; Universal Early Childhood Education; National 

Literary Campaign; the Construction of Modern Police Stations nationwid e; the Owia 
Fisheries Complex; the Rebuilding of the entire Windward Highway (Kingstown to Fancy); 
the National Stadium; the Upgrade of Arnos Vale Playing Facility to First World Status; and 
the construction of Learning Resource Centres and in every consti tuency.  

These were not done before or attempted because they are not easy to be accomplished. If 

they were easy to be done, they would have been done before.  

PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT  

At the same time, there has been an immense amount of private sector wo rk all across St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, facilitated by the ULP administration. For example, without the 
International Airport Project and the facilitation by the ULP government, there would be no 
Buccama Resort Project of some 1,000 rooms.  

 

* ***********************************  

ISSUE ï August 14th , 2009  

 

POSITIVE INDICATORS AT A TIME OF GLOBAL ECONOMIC CRISIS  

 

 

 

ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES IN THE REGION  
 
The global economic crisis has had an adverse economic impact on the economies of the 
OECS and CARICOM. Indeed, even when the economic recov ery occurs in the USA, Canada, 
and Europe, there will be a time - lag for this recovery to impact positively on the economies 
of our region/sub - region.  

The story of economic difficulties across the region is unfolding in the public domain: The 

economies of B arbados, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, and the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union (ECCU) are in recession, defined in terms of two successive quarters of 
negative growth. Barbados has had 3 percent negative growth in each of the two quarters 
of 2009 and this trend is projected for the whole of 2009. In Trinidad and Tobago, the two 
quarters of negative growth have been recorded at minus 3.3 percent and minus 1.1 
percent respectively. Negative growth for the two quarters in Jamaica is in excess of 4 

per cent; in Guyana, minus 2 percent; and in the ECCU, 2 percent. In St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, the better than the ECCU average; the estimate is minus one percent.  



In Jamaica the situation is at its worst on both the fiscal and external accounts. Indeed,  
between April and June 30th, 2009 in Jamaica, governmentôs revenue was J$62 billion but 
spending on only three items, namely, salaries, wages and interest on debt amounted to 
J$70 billion. Government revenues in Jamaica are down by over 10 percent. Jamaic a is 

going to the IMF for a stand -by facility (loans with stringent conditions) of US $1.2 billion.  

In Antigua and Barbuda, government revenues are down 35 percent so far for January to 
July 2009 compared to the similar period for 2008. In Antigua and Barb uda and one or two 
other ECCU countries, public service salaries are being paid late every month.  

Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, and the ECCU are fortunate to have a sufficiency of foreign 

exchange to help us ride out this difficult period. But things are tight especially in Barbados 
and the ECCU in this regard.  

In fact for St. Vincent and the Grenadines, four economic challenges loom large with 
immediacy: (i) The fall -out from the global economic crisis; (ii) The condition of the 
economy of Antigua and Bar buda (one -quarter of the economy of the ECCU as a whole); 
(iii) the British American Insurance Company matter; and (iv) the fragmented and weak 
indigenous banking sector of 18 commercial banks (four of them have serious challenges. 
Our NCB is NOT one of th ese.)  

SOME POSITIVE INDICATORS IN SVG  

Firstly , the fiscal condition of the central governmentôs operations in SVG is stable though 
challenging. Our central governmentôs revenues are growing but not at the same level as 

last year, but our recurrent spending  is growing at a faster clip. However, the situation is 
still manageable. The basic facts in this regard are as follows for the first seven months 
(January to July 31st) of 2009:  

 

1.  Total Revenue and Grants: EC $292.7 million or 5.2 percent above the compara ble 
period for 2008.  

2.  Current Revenue alone: EC $282.5 million or 6.6 percent above the comparable 
period for 2008.  

3.  Total Expenditure: (Recurrent and Capital): EC $311.05 million or 6.4 percent over 
the comparable number for 2008.  

4.  Recurrent Expenditure: EC $264.5 million or 8.6 percent higher than the comparable 
figure for 2008.  

5.  Capital Expenditure: EC $46.5 million or 4.6 percent below the comparable figure for 
2008.  

6.  Current Account Balance: EC $17.9 million surplus or 15.5 percent below the 
comparable figu re for 2008.  

7.  Overall Balance (Current and Capital): A deficit of EC $18.2 million compared to a 
deficit of $14.07 million in the comparable period in 2008 and compared to a deficit 

of $27.4 million in the comparable period in 2007.  
In the area of recurrent  expenditure, the biggest items are personal emoluments (salaries, 
pensions, etc.) amounting to EC $110.9 million (compared to EC $89.3 million for the 
comparable period up to July 31, 2007); transfers and subsidies which includes payments to 
UWI, regional  institutions, Community College, Tourism Authority, social safety net 
payments, amounting to $64.7 million as against $40.6 million up to July 31, 2007; goods 
and Services ($47.2 million as against $36.7 million up to July 31, 2007); and interest 

payments  of $29.5 compared to $26.5 million up to July 31, 2007.  



Clearly, the ULP government is managing the challenges pretty well despite the external 
pressures. Indeed, the capital spending will go up in this second half of 2009 because of 
monies we have receiv ed additionally recently which are yet to be brought to account such 
as EC $15.4 million from the IMF, EC $12.9 from the European Union as a policy -based 

grant, the soon -to -be disbursed US $12.5 million soft - loan (policy -based) from the 
Caribbean Developme nt Bank; and EC $2.9 million from the ALBA for agriculture (fertiliser, 
seeds, animals, etc.).  

Secondly , despite a few lay -offs here and there, the job situation is holding well for the 
following six reasons: (i) No lay -offs, indeed there has been increase d employment overall, 
in the public sector (Government and public enterprises); (ii) No lay -offs at Canouan (the 

Resort, Tamarind Hotel, and the Construction Company); there is a work - force of just over 
1,000 here; (iii) No lay -offs at the Mustique Company  with a labour force of 1,000; (iv) No 
lay -offs of Vincentians working on cruise -ships; the work - force of Vincentians here amount 
to some 2,500; (v) the increase in jobs at the Buccama Project from 350 to 800; (vi) the 
addition of jobs, here and there, in other sectors of the economy, especially distributive 
trades and fishing.  

Thirdly , the consumer price index has fallen; the cost -of - living has been falling. The point -
to -point inflation rate was recorded as negative 1.1 percent for the month of July 2009 
compared to 10.5 percent for July 2008. The food index has been declining in price. Prices 
have fallen for many items including fish, milk, ground provisions and vegetables, English 
potatoes, onions, corned beef, whole chicken and chicken back, codfish, flo ur and rice.  

Electricity price has fallen from the high of last year. So, too, petrol (gasoline and diesel). 
This fluctuates with extreme price movements for fuel.  

Fourthly , the safety net for the poor and disadvantaged is being widened and strengthened 
th rough the Central Government and the National Insurance Services (NIS). There are 
several strategic interventions by the Central Government in the areas of public assistance, 
enhanced support for students in St. Vincent and the Grenadines and overseas, and  tax 

relief for working people.  

Fifthly , a series of measures implemented to stimulate the economy, including investment 
monies for entrepreneurs, tax relief for tourism sector, and extra monies for the public 
sector investment programme.  

SUMMARY  

In St. Vi ncent and the Grenadines, the government has not retrenched any workers; it pays 
the workers on time; it has strengthened the safety net for the poor; it has helped 
businesses in one way or another; it is implementing the major capital programmes; and it 
is providing more and better quality services including health, education, housing, and 
security. The ULP government is protecting and defending the people in every material 
respect in this difficult period. Thank God for the ULP government!  

* ***********************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï Augus t 7th , 2009  

 

BIG AGENDA ITEMS MOVING FORWARD FOR GOVERNMENT  



 

 
 

PROGRESS ON ALL FRONTS  
 
The ULP government continues to make remarkable progress on all fronts despite the 
awesome external challenges including the global economic crisis, climate change and 
natural disasters, health epidemics globally, and the continuing deterioration of the market 
regime and market condition for our bananas in Europe. Then there are the internally -
generated confusion and mis - information originating from a desperate and vile opposition 
NDP, some irresponsible talk -show hosts on radio, and some unreasonable, biased, anti -
government posturing and hysteria by a small section of the print media. Despite all this, 
the ULPôs big agenda items are moving forward for the peopleôs benefit.  

LET THE FACTS SPEAK  

The big, strategic agenda items for development on which there has been immense and 

continuing success, include: - 

1.  The consolidation and extension of the Education Revolution from all levels, Early 
Childhood to University and everything in -between. The Searchlight newspaper 
recently gave the ULP government the top grade possible, an A plus, for its 
successes in Education.   

2.  Comprehensive, on -going Poverty Reduction . Kairi Consultants recently gave the ULP 
government high marks i n this regard. Its study showed that general poverty since 
the ULP came to office has been reduced from 37.5 percent of the population to 30.2 
percent, and indigence (ñdirt poorò poverty) has fallen from 25.7 percent of the 
population to 2.9 percent. Still , there is more to be done but we are emphatically on 
the right track compared to Grenada and St. Lucia where poverty has been 
increasing. Job creation has been on the increase: Over 8,000 additional jobs since 
2001.   

3.  Interconnectivity physically and techn ologically  , including:  
o Phenomenal growth in cell phones, internet services and communications 

generally since the liberalisation of telecommunications by the ULP 
government.   

o Airport development: The construction of a jet airport at Canouan; the 
rehabilit ation of the Union Island Airport; the renovations to the JF Mitchell 

Airport in Bequia; and the on -going construction of the historic, Argyle 
International Airport.   

o A massive reconstruction/construction of roads and bridges including the 
Rabacca Bridge a nd the Windward Highway from Fancy to Kingstown.   

o The saving of LIAT, despite the self - inflicted wounds by certain staff 
members.   

o The active push for a fast - ferry service.   

o Improvements to the Ports in St. Vincent and the Grenadines and the current 
plan t o upgrade/overhaul Port Kingstown.   

4.  The implementing of a Housing Revolution  , including ñTurning Dead Capital into Live 
Capitalò, Low Income/No Income Housing Construction, 100 percent mortgages for 
public servants, further tax relief for housing construction projects by the private 
sector, and developing/regulating Informal Human Settlements.   

5.  The making of a Wellness Revolution  . This involves both qualitative and quantitative 
aspects of Health and Wellness including Public Health, Community Heal th, Training, 
Renovation of the Milton Cato Memorial and Clinics, the construction of modern 



clinics, the on -going construction of polyclinics, the on -going construction of the 
Modern Medical Complex at Georgetown, Medical Assistance for Tertiary Care 
over seas, HIV/AIDS Prevention, and so forth.   

6.  Fiscal Consolidation  in the Central Governmentôs operations.  

7.  Economic Growth and Diversification  :  Real Growth in excess of 4 percent between 
2002 and December 31, 2008, which is in excess of the average of 3.5 pe rcent for 
the member -countries of ECCB. This is a much higher growth in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines than in the period 1993 to 2000 inclusive, which was just 2.8 percent, 
and below the ECCB average. Diversification has touched markedly Agriculture, 
Tour ism, Fisheries, Services, including Information Technology Services.   

8.  Sporting and Cultural Advancement  in both qualitative and quantitative terms. This 
includes the rebuilding of Peace Mo; the building of a Modern Library and soon to -be-
built Creative Art s Centre; the massive upgrade and rebuilding of the Arnos Vale 
Sporting Complex; the huge upgrading and building of playing and sporting facilities 
throughout St. Vincent and the Grenadines; the action plan for the building of a 
National Stadium; the proje ct for Cultural and Historical Reclamation within the 
context of the further ennoblement of our Caribbean Civilisation; Bigger, Better 

Carnival.   
9.  Protecting the Elderly  :  Enhanced social safety net; improved geriatric care; Home -

Help -For-The-Elderly Progra mme; and two Golden Years Centers (Buccament and 
Black Point).   

10.  Advancing the Youths  : Education and Training; Jobs; Health and Wellness; Sports 
and Culture; Enhancing their ñVoiceò  

11.  Expanding Utilities  :  Immense progress in the provision of water and elec tricity 
services, for example the Windward Water Project and VINLECôs Development 
Programme; and Governmentôs Energy Policy.  

12.  Regional Integration  :  Our governmentôs leadership on deepening integration in 
OECS and CARICOM; Membership of ALBA.   

13.  Pragmatic, N ationalist Foreign Policy  :  The facts speak for themselves most 
eloquently.   

14.  Maintenance of Law and Order  : Reform of the Police Force; more training for the 
Police at all levels; building and renovating Police Stations as never before; 
upgrading Coast Gua rd and Fire Service; Enhanced salaries for Police as never 
before; Crime Reduction; Upgrading facilities and training for the Law Courts.   

15.  Good Governance and Constitutional Reform  :  Good governance as never before. 
Strategic issue of Constitutional Reform  on -going towards a Referendum in 
November 2011.   

16.  Uplifting the People: Overall development.   
 

FINAL COMMENT  
 
Never has any government in our nationôs history performed as well as this ULP 
administration. The people know it. The people are better off. They a re safer and more 
involved in decisions. They are freer and their human dignity protected and enhanced!  

 

* ***********************************  

 

ISSUE ï July 31st , 2009  
 

OUR LEADERSHIP IN THE REGION  



 

 

RALPH AT THE FOREFRONT  
 
Undeniably, our Prime Minister, Comrade Ralph, is at the forefront in providing excellent 
leadership in an effort to sort out a range of vexing problems in the OECS and CARICOM. 
This has been so since he assumed office as a freshman Prime Minister. In recent months, 
with the region reeling from the impact of the global ec onomic crisis, his leadership and 
very presence have been comforting to the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines and 

the region. To be sure, there have been others of his colleague Heads of Governments who 
have made important leadership contributions b ut it is quite evident that his colleagues 
have turned to him for quality leadership at this time of crisis. This is an important resource 
which we, especially in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, must treasure. Even Ralphôs vilest 
critics in the domestic po litical arena surely must acknowledge this.  

LET THE FACTS SPEAK  

Let us list the serious regional matters which have been thrust upon Ralphôs shoulders. They 
include:  

1.  His Chairmanship of the Special Joint OECS -ECCU (Eastern Caribbean Currency 
Union) Task Fo rce consisting of the Chairman of the OECS Authority, the Chairman of 
the ECCUôs Monetary Council, the Governor of the Central Bank, and the Director-

General of the OECS. The Task Force is charged with coordinating the sub -regionôs 
response to the internat ional economic crisis. It was set up in January 2009 and has 
no finite time limit.  

2.  His Chairmanship of the OECS Economic Union Task Force, which has been merged 
with the Special Joint Task Force. Hitherto the Chairman of the Economic Union Task 
Force was t he Chairman for the time being of the OECS.  

3.  His Chairmanship of the Ministerial Sub -Committee of the ECCU on the CLICO -British 
American Insurance matter.  

4.  His Chairmanship/Leadership of the LIAT Shareholders to tackle the current malaise 
in LIAT including t he impasse with Pilots. St. Vincent and the Grenadines is the 
smallest of the three shareholders of LIAT which comprise also Antigua -Barbuda and 
Barbados.  

5.  His membership of the CARICOM Task Force on the regional economy. This CARICOM 
Prime Ministerial Task  Force is chaired by the current Chairman of CARICOM, 

President Jagdeo, and includes the Prime Ministers of the ñBig Threeò in CARICOM 
(Barbados, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago) and our Prime Minister of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines.  
 

THE WORK BEING DON E 
 

On each matter with which Comrade Ralph has been assigned leadership responsibility, he 
has been performing. We are by no means out of the words on these intractable problems, 
but progress is being made and disaster is being averted.  

Let us, in summary f orm, outline the progress being made, the disaster being averted. It 
goes as follows: - 

 



1.  The Special Joint OECS -ECCU Task Force has put in place an Eight Point Stabilisation 
and Growth Programme and A Comprehensive Action Plan as the Strategic Response 
to the sub -regional fall -out of the global economic crisis. This Programme and Plan 
are being implemented. There is a bundle of details on all this. It is the Comrade in 

tandem with the Governor of the Central Bank, Sir Dwight Venner, who spearheaded 
the formation of the Eastern Caribbean Amalgamated Bank to rescue the Bank of 
Antigua when it was collapsing in the wake of the meltdown of the Stanford Financial 
Empire.  

2.  The depositors, policy holders a nd investors in CLICO (Trinidad) and CLICO 
(Barbados) from the ECCU region are breathing easier because of the work of 
Comrade Ralph. It is he who successfully represented to Prime Minister Manning of 
Trinidad to put aside TT $1.3 billion or EC $0.7 millio n approximately to pay the 
liabilities of CLICO (Trinidad) owed to policy holders, depositors, and investors who 
are not ordinarily resident in Trinidad. It is the Comrade who is working on an on -
going basis with Prime Minister Thompson of Barbados to ensu re that the policy 
holders and depositors in CLICO (Barbados) from the OECS are being paid. It is also 
Ralph and his sub -regional Ministerial Committee from the ECCU who are working 

with Trinidad, Barbados and the Bahamas to protect the policy holders and the 
depositors of British American Insurance (BAICO) by seeking to fashion an on -going 
solution to this EC $1.6 billion challenge for the ECCU -member -countries. There is 
light at the end of the tunnel. This is a huge work in progress. Patience is required of 
all stakeholders.  

3.  The OECS Economic Union Project is on track. The Draft Treaty is currently being 
discussed. We will all sign a final version by December 31, 2009. By June 2010 it will 
be fully implemented, Godôs willing. Meanwhile, the Comrade is working assiduously 
on the OECS -Trinidad and Tobago Economic Union Initiative.   

4.  Just last week and this week, the Comrade recommended meetings of LIATôs 
Shareholders and then of all the stakeholders to solve the impasse with the Pilots 
and put LIAT on a more a ssured developmental path. His efforts have been 
successful. All of this story is already in the public domain.   
 

STILL MORE BEING DONE  
 
Other regional/sub - regional issues have loomed large in which our Prime Minister has 
played a meaningful leadership role.  These regional issues are of direct relevance and 
importance to St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  

Nationally, Ralph and his ULP administration have been pursuing relentlessly and 
successfully the large strategic agenda and the smaller on -going achievables. At one and 
the same time his government has embarked upon: The Constitutional Reform Project; the 
Argyle International Airport; the Consolidation and Extension of the Education Revolution, 
the Housing Revolution, and the Health/Wellness Revolu tion; the vast expansion of the 
provision of the public utilities of electricity and water; the Energy Project; the technological 
and infrastructural connectivities; the Poverty Reduction Programme; the Law and Order 

Enterprise; the pursuit of an activist foreign policy; the building of a modern, competitive, 
many -sided post colonial economy to benefit all our peoples, and the last, and central, 
pivot, namely, the further ennoblement of our Caribbean Civilisation and its magnificent 
Vincentian component.  

 

* ***********************************  

 



ISSUE ï July 24th , 2009  
 

PROGRESS AMIDST DIFFICULTIES  

 

 

SOCIO - ECONOMIC PROGRESS CONTINUES  
 
Even in the midst of the most severe economic crisis internationally, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines continues to make solid socio -economic progress. Fundamentally , this progress 
has been achieved as a consequence of our peopleôs hard-work and creativity, the 
leadership by the ULP administration in communion with the people, regional solidarity 
especially through the OECS -Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, and fraterna l assistance from 
friendly governments and international organisations, overseas.  

Undoubtedly, the international economic crisis of global capitalism has affected the economy 

of St. Vincent adversely. Tourism arrivals have fallen; the marketing regime and marketing 
conditions of bananas continues to deteriorate; the extent of remittances from overseas has 
declined; foreign direct investment has shipped; the liquidity situation has tightened in the 
money and banking system; the construction industry has slow ed in its growth; and some 
job losses have occurred particularly in tourism.  

At the same time, the collapse of the CL Financial empire and the associated challenges to 
CLICO and British -American Insurance Company have put further strain on the financial 
system. The grave economic problems confronting some other OECS member -states, such 
as Antigua -Barbuda, threaten to undermine the soundness and integrity of our sub - regional 
financial system.  

At the level of the fiscal condition of the central government of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, there have been challenges. For example, although revenues continue to grow 

(about 3.3 percent so far this year), the growth is less than in previous years. But recurrent 
expenditure is growing at a faster rate due mainly to  increase payments for salaries, wages, 
pensions, social safety net spending (public assistance and so forth), and an expansion of 
necessary and desirable social services, including education and health.  

Still, despite all these challenges, which have thei r sources external to St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, we have been steadily making socio -economic progress. Indeed, we are 

weathering the global economic storm better than most in the Caribbean. We have been 
holding things together and, at the same time, m oving forward. It has been almost 
miraculous.  

HOW HAVE WE BEEN DOING IT?  

First of all, the ULP administration has a strategic path which it has been pursuing with the 

requisite amendments to meet the current difficulties. And we have been coordinating our 
strategic response in the OECS and the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union (ECCU). Our 
leadership has been steadfast and visionary.  

Secondly, in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, we have been fortunate relatively with the 
following: - 



1.  There have been no job loss es in the major employers of labour, namely the Central 
Government and the State Enterprises, the Mustique Company, the Canouan 
Developers (Hotels and Construction), and the Cruise Ships.  

2.  The Buccama Resort Project has blossomed fully increasing the number  of workers 

on the construction site from under 400 to some 800.  
3.  Although there have been some job losses in the tourism sector, this has been quite 

small compared to the job losses in other tourism based economies of the Caribbean.  
4.  Enhanced agricultural d iversification and the growth of the fishing industry have kept 

employment in those areas relatively stable.  
5.  There has been a growth in economic activity and in jobs in other service industries.  
6.  Inflation has fallen due to the drop in fuel and imported foo d. (This is the case, too, 

of other CARICOM countries).  
7.  The government has implemented a stimulus package (investment, tax relief, and 

social safety net spending) which has helped to stabilise the social economy.  
8.  The government has pursued its public sector investment programme in a sensible 

way to create job and economic activity.  
9.  The prudent fiscal management by the government has facilitated fiscal 

stabilisation/consolidation.  
10.  Strengthened regulation of the non -bank financial sector has helpe d.  

 
PUBLIC SECTOR INVESTMENT  
 
The governmentôs public sector investment programme (PSIP) has been continuing as 
planned. We are likely to have in excess of $120 million spent on the PSIP this year. This 
would be a good showing in all the circumstances. Finan cing the PSIP has been put in place 
through a mixture of grants, soft loans, commercial loans, and revenue contributions. For 
example, the general public has heard announcements of the following among other items 
of PSIP financing over the past six months:  An over -subscription of EC $45 million in bonds 
on the Regional Securities Market for St. Vincent and the Grenadines; the sum of EC $15.4 
million from the IMFôs Exogenous Shocks Facility; the sum of EC $12.9 million from the 
European Union as a ñbudget supportò grant; the policy-based loan of US $25 million from 
the Caribbean Development Bank, half of which is available from July 2009; grants of 
several millions from Taiwan; and a recent grant of EC $5.4 million from the ALBAôs Food 
Security Programme for agricultural development. Of course, too, there are other budgeted 
sums received from various donors and loan agencies.  

Before the nationôs eyes we see the big capital projects of the Central Government 

continuing such as: the Schools, the Police Stations;  the Learning Resource Centres; the 
Modern Library; the Windward Highway; the Argyle By -Pass Road; the Union Island Airport 
Reconstruction; the Clinics; the Modern Medical Complex at Georgetown; the 15 Tourism 
Projects; the Administrative Centre and other capital projects on Canouan; Customs 
Building; and so forth.  

In the public sector, but outside of the Central Government, are massive projects such as 

the Argyle International Airport; the Reigate Commercial Complex; the capital expansion 
programme of VINL EC; the Petro Caribe Project at Lowmanôs Leeward for Fuel Storage; the 
other capital investments of National Properties; and housing construction through HLDC.  

PROGRESS OVERALL  

So, the Educational Revolution consolidates and intensifies. The Revolutions in  Health and 

Wellness and Housing continue apace. Constitutional Reform and deepening good 
governance are on tact. And it has recently reported that the poverty index has fallen and 



the level of indigence (ñdirt poorò) has dropped from 25.7 percent of the population 10 
years ago to2.9 percent now!  

Meanwhile, the incidence of crime is falling and people are feeling safer. Culture and sports 

are on the move.  

The people are being so well -protected that same are asking: Where is the Economic Crisis? 
But it is up on us. We have to redouble our efforts and stay ahead. Only the ULP offers the 
leadership to do so.  

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï July 17th , 2009  

A Constitution for Young People  

 

 

Over the next two months, debate on the proposed new constitution for St.Vincent and the 
Grenadines will increase. There will be informed discussions throughout the country, 

sponsored by the government, civil society and indeed by the Unity Labour Party. Many 
persons will air their views on the proposed constitution and there will be differing v iews on 
the proposals, and this is natural.  
There is one concept that most persons have been neglecting to comment on, and that is 
the importance of the 2009 Constitution Bill to the development of young people in the 
state. This is in keeping with the goa l of the ULP administration, of placing young people at 
the centre of the vision, policies, philosophy and programmes, all aimed at the economic 

development of the country.  

The ULP recognizes that the young people are the bedrock of the society, and that a s a 
group they will be the most productive in the society as we approach the year 2020. As 
such they are very special and their future will depend on what is done with them, and for 
them, now. That is why the ULP is excited about what the 2009 bill has in store for young 
people.  

For the first time the constitution will spell out the civil legal responsibility of young people. 
Clause 38(1) of the proposed bill says ñThe age at which a person may decide for himself 
his own personal and societal destiny under his civil legal responsibility, shall be eighteen 
yearsò. 

What does this mean for our young people?  

For the first time the constitution will say that young people can marry without requiring the 
consent of parents or guardian. They can now do so once they attain the age for deciding 
their destiny, the age of eighteen years.  

For the first time, the constitution will say that at this age, they have the right to hold 
property, including real property, in their own name, and that they can dispose of t hat 

property, without requiring the consent of any court, tribunal or persons.  



The proposed draft also goes on to state that young people can ñdo, without requiring the 
consent of any court tribunal or any other body or person, any of the things which 
prev iously could lawfully be done only by a person attaining a higher ageò. This is a deeply 
entrenched protection afforded young persons in the state under the proposed constitution.  

To be sure some of these rights are protected by ordinary legislation, espec ially the Age of 
Majority Act that was passed in 1987. But for the first time constitutional protection is being 
provided, making the 2009 bill a veritable ñYoung Peopleôs Charterò, always remembering 
that the constitution is the highest law in the land.  

Again the ULP administration is happy with the fact that the proposed constitution will have 

a new bundle of guiding principles, all of which will have a positive effect on young people in 
the state.  

The environment, so critical for the future of our young people, is protected under Clause 
14, by making it mandatory for the organs of the state, other public authorities and the 
people, to do all within their power to protect and enhance this vital sector.  

And there is more. Clause 15 states that all Vincentia ns are entitled to have their historical, 
cultural and other heritage, respected, protected and preserved. If this clause was a feature 
of the 1979 constitution, many of our young people today would be exposed to a body of 
literature and learning, relating  to the detailed history of the country, from Chatoyer to Cato 
and beyond.  

As a ñYoung Peopleôs Charterò the 2009 bill seeks to protect the achievements of young 

people. It states in Clause 19, that due appreciation is to be accorded to young persons for 
their contribution to nation building. Then there is the important Clause 20, which states 
that ñevery young person has the right to educational, social, cultural and vocational 
enhancement, including a right to fair opportunity for responsible participatio n in national 
development.  

All this is backed up by the Human Rights Commission that will provide redress for young 
people among others, if their rights as stated in the draft constitution, are infringed, The 
Human Rights Commission will also have the powe r to make recommendations to the 
Attorney General, as to how these complaints and infringements can be addressed.  

What a beautiful, far ranging constitution that is awaiting the approval of all Vincentians at 
the referendum in November. What a beautiful co nstitution that will receive the 
overwhelming support of all young people in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  

But young people beware! There are those among us who want to keep you in ignorance 
and bondage, who do not want you to enjoy these rights and priv ileges that will be 
enshrined in the new constitution. The unpatriotic NDP and itôs ñhaffa leaderò Arnhim 
Eustace are saying ñNOò to the new constitution and by extension, saying ñNOò to you 
enjoying these entrenched rights and privileges.  

That is why you must engage in a fulsome discussion of these proposals in the 2009 bill, 
and get an understanding of the positive effect that these will have on your lives, and then 
you will be in a position to vote ñYESò in the referendum in November. 

A ñYESò vote does not have anything to do with any political party, any social gathering, any 
class, race or creed. AñYESò vote is saying that you recognize the importance of the 2009 

bill, and that you want to enjoy the entrenched rights and privileges, because you 
understa nd that these are vital for the future development of yourself and the thirty five 
thousand plus young people, who will be affected in a positive way by the new constitution.  



So get a copy of the proposed document, read and discuss it with your friends, an d get 
ready to vote ñYESò in the referendum in November. 

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï July 3rd , 2009  

St.Vincent and the Grenadines Maintains High International Profile 

 

 

It has been an amazing month of June 2009 for the country called St.Vincent and the 
Grenadines, for all Vincentians, and the Unity Labour Party administration. It was a month 
when the international profile of the country has never been higher. And it was a month 
when all Vincentians were proud to call themselves sons and daughters of this blessed land.  
 
What has brought this on? On June 25th Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves addressed the 
United Nations special conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and its impact 
on Development. His address was well crafted, well written and conveyed the senti ments of 
all developing nations, as to the real cause of the current global economic and financial 
crisis, and the path to collective recovery.  

His address was well received by a large audience at the United Nations, and those listening 
on radio, by televi sion and on the internet. It was an address of a statesman who possess 
an acute understanding of the current world economic and financial crisis, and its impact on 
small island states.  

Indeed, following the address, Prime Minister Gonsalves was sought out backstage, and 
congratulated on his address. Among those doing so were the President of the General 
Assembly, Miguel dôEscoto Brockmann, the Foreign Ministers from the Dominican Republic, 
Brazil, Finland, Cuba and the Vatican.  

And this is not all.  

A co nference as complex as this was, required a tremendous amount of planning. United 

Nations officials worked around the clock to ensure that everything was in place for the 
event. In the forefront of the organizing committee was the countryôs ambassador to the 
United Nations, Camillo Gonsalves. Ambassador Gonsalves served as a co - facilitator of the 
conference, along with Ambassador Frank Majoor of the Netherlands. For all intent and 
purposes, Ambassador Gonsalves was representing the ñSouthò countries, many of them 
small developing states.  

As co - facilitator Ambassador Gonsalves led contentious negotiations among the nations of 
the world, in the effort to draft a document that will serve as a blueprint for the global 
efforts to address the current financial and  economic crisis. How well he performed can be 
judged from the numerous accolades from world leaders.  

Most important was the comment made by Prime Minister Dean Barrow of Belize. He said ñI 
remember when I read that Ambassador Gonsalves was being appointed  perm rep to the 

UN, there were some people who said that because his father was Prime Minister of Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, that was 'not entirely cricket,'" he said. "Well, you can't ask for 
a better example of merit having shone through, and it seems to me that it makes clear 



that really we canôt allow ourselves in the Caribbean to be detained by overly nice, overly 
finicky, considerations when we have people who possess the kind of talent that 
Ambassador Gonsalves does, but who are perhaps in so me relationship to prime ministers 
or to people in government."  

These are very pertinent comments, given the opposition from some quarters, particularly 
the un -patriotic stance of the New Democratic Party when Ambassador Gonsalves was 
appointed.  

The list o f persons who offered congratulations on his outstanding work reads like who is 
who on the international scene. These include Ambassador Susan Rice of the United States, 

Ambassador Martin Paulos of the Czech Republic, Mrs. Heidemarie Wieczoreck -Zeul, the 
Federal Minister from Germany, and Ambassador Raymond Wolfe of Jamaica. Then there 
offers of praise from countries such as Algeria, Barbados, Cameroon. Ghana, Japan, Mexico, 
Norway, Pakistan and the Philippines.  

All this indicates the wisdom of the ULP admi nistration when it appointed Camillo Gonsalves 
as Ambassador to the United Nations. One thing is sure; we have not heard the last of this 
young man.  

While in New York Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves attended a town hall meeting with 
Vincentians at the Frien ds of Crown Heights Auditorium in Brooklyn. There is no need to 
elaborate on the success of this meeting. All Vincentians were given an opportunity to follow 
the proceedings live on the National Broadcasting Corporation, with a repeat broadcast on 
Star Rad io.  

Prime Minister Gonsalves was in his element aided by a number of large and concise 
photographs of many of the projects in St.Vincent and Grenadines. He was able to talk 
about his governmentôs policy in a number of areas, including education, health, tourism, 
agriculture and fisheries and social and economic development. Many of the persons in the 
audience were seeing some of these projects for the first time, and there was a strong 

appreciation for work of the ULP administration.  

It was perhaps one of t he best town hall meetings hosted by Comrade Ralph, and it 
overshadowed by far, the failed attempts by Arnhim Eustace the ñHaffa Leaderò when he 
visited New York recently.  

When it came to question time, Comrade Ralph was equally at home, responding easily and 
with confidence to many of the questions posed by the large audience. Of note was his 
response to a question asked by the mother of one of the men who lost his life in the 
Vermont area, following an altercation with the police during the Vincypak exerc ise.  

Prime Minister Gonsalves was able to provide a fulsome explanation of the Coroners 
Inquest, and the process that must be undertaken.  

Truly the profile St.Vincent and the Grenadines has never been higher, and Vincentians at 
home and in the Diaspora, ar e proud of the performance of the ULP administration.  

Finally, the ULP wishes to urge all Vincentians who will become involved in the 2009 carnival 
season, to exercise restraint. While we want you to participate fully in our nationôs premier 
festival, we m ust be mindful of others around us, be considerate, and avoid excesses.  

* ***********************************  

 



 

 

ISSUE ï June 26th , 2009  
 

NDP FALSEHOODS ABOUT THE CONDITION OF SVG  

 

 

LIES AND DESPERATION  

 
The lies and desperation, uttered and engendered by the opposition NDP, mark a new low 
even for their already low -road falsehoods. Arnhim Eustaceôs insult hurled at Vincentians, 
especially the poor, while he was in the USA recently, that things are so bad that people are 
buying half of a pound of chicken back and half of a soap, was most unfo rtunate. This 
falsehood told the nation more about Eustaceôs disconnectedness and contempt for people 

than about anything else.  

Last week Wednesday (June 17th), before a small gathering of 300 persons at a vigil and 
rally at Vermont, the NDP leaders were at their worst ever. Lies, dishonesty, innuendoes 
were the order of the night. And a few of them may well face legal problems in both the civil 
and criminal law for some outrageous statements. I t is evident that the NDP lacks 
leadership; it is bereft of ideas; it is most desperate and power -hungry; it is backward; it is 

anti -national; it is now, in words, providing succour and support, objectively -speaking, to 
criminals.  

POVERTY ISSUE  

In 1996, th e then -NDP government hired Kairi Consultants out of Trinidad to carry out a 
poverty study on SVG. The Poverty Report was so bad that the NDP disowned it. The 

Consultants found that 37.5 percent of the country was living in poverty and 25.7 percent of 
the population was indigent or ñdirtò poor. 

In 2007, the ULP government hired the same Consultants to do a poverty assessment. The 
preliminary results of this 2007 -2008 Poverty Report are now in. The Report shows that the 
poverty level has dropped to 30.2 perc ent of the population, from 37.5 percent; and the 
indigence or ñdirt poorò level has fallen dramatically from 25.7 percent to 2.9 percent of the 

population. Over the same period, Grenada, for example, has had its poverty level increase  
from 30.0 percent to  38.0 percent. Similar increases have been recorded in poverty levels in 
other CARICOM countries. In SVG, however, the poverty level is on the decrease . Yet, 
Eustace talks rubbish and falsehoods on this matter.  

In 1998, the British government refused the N DP government, which had Eustace as 
Finance Minister, debt relief on a $12 million debt on account of three factors: (i) the 
absence of a comprehensive debt reduction strategy; (ii) its failure to tackle corruption; and 
(iii) its failure to address properl y or at all money - laundering issues and efficacious 
regulation of the off -shore finance sector. Within five months of the ULP government, we 
were granted debt - relief for one year and then after that year, full debt - relif of the $12 
million.  

NATIONAL COMMER CIAL BANK  



Eustace and his NDP sycophants have been braying that the National Commercial Bank 
(NCB) is about to fail because it has had to take certain measures to reform further its 
operations, including terminating the employment of six long -standing empl oyees. There is 
a financial crisis internationally; there are liquidity problems in the ECCB member -countries; 

and there are banking challenges in the climate of an economic slow -down. So, the NCB has 
to take on -going restructuring measures.  

The NCB manage ment decided to dismiss the six employees; that was not Comrade Ralphôs 
decision or judgment call. In any event, the six employees received an aggregate of $1.5 
million in benefits, ranging from just over $204,000 in one case to over $345,000 in another 
at  the top end.  

In 2001, when the ULP arrived in office, the NCB was in deep trouble: the non -performing 
loans amounted to 22 percent of the total loans; last year, it was three percent, well within 
the best practice internationally. In 2001, the ULP met pro fits of under $2 million at the 
NCB; in 2008, profits were $15 million. In 2001, there was no pension scheme for the 
workers,; by 2003, the PM directed that NCB fund a pension scheme fully, retrospectively 

for 15 years. In 2001, there were two university p rofessional graduates at NCB; today, 
there are in excess of 30 of them and another 20 studying overseas.  

COMMON ENTRANCE RESULTS  

Eustace and the NDP have been saying, quite falsely, that the Common Entrance ñpass rateò 
of 51 percent was worse than the NDP years. In fact, the pass numbers in the NDP hovered 
in the 30 to 39 percent range; in May 2001, the figure was 30 percent pass rate. Remedial 
work is being carried out in the educational system. Everyone knows, except the myopic few 
in the NDP, that, despi te challenges, the Education Revolution is working.  

POLICE KILLINGS AND CORONERôS INQUEST 

Eustace and the NDP have been calling for an independent enquiry into the circumstances in 

which three men (a Bajan criminal fugitive and two companions from Vermont)  met their 
deaths in an altercation with the Police. But during the 16 ½ years of NDP rule from 1984 to 
March 2001, there were 16 civilians who died in altercations with the Police. Of this number 
there were eight killings in the 2 ¾ years (June 1998 to Ma rch 2001) when Eustace was in 
government, first as Finance Minister and then as Prime Minister. This is the most intense 
period of Police killings since 1984. In none of these was there an ñindependent enquiryò 
save and except a Coronerôs Inquest. In fact, there were no inquests or judicial proceedings 
in three of these cases. So, Eustace is a hypocrite on this matter! The Police slayings in the 
Eustace years are: Harvey Bowens, Neville Hope, Francis Charles, Frederick Anderson, 
Percival Michael, David Brow ne, Ralph Slater, and Ezekiel ñZuluò Alexander. 

Between March 28th, 2001 and the end of 2008, there were seven cases of civilian deaths 
in altercation with the Police. Of these, there have been four inquests and three awaiting the 
holding of inquests. In 2 009, there are five persons dead in three such incidents. The 

investigations are ongoing for inquests or other judicial proceeding.  

MORE HYPOCRISY  

A vigil was held at Vermont for the three persons shot by the Police. There has been no 
NDP-sponsored vigil r ally for innocent civilians killed by murder accuseds. Bashing the Police 
is a sport for the NDP; going to victimsô aid is not a priority for them. 

We note that a named -candidate for the NDP, Vynette Frederick, was at the candlelight 
village. But the next morning she was in Court defending Patrick Lovelace who is accused of 



murdering young Lokeisha Nanton of Sion Hill. The hypocricy of Frederick is amazing on 
these matters. To be sure, she has a right to practice her profession as a lawyer but was 
she part of any vigil for Lokeisha, an innocent young girl? Did she make jingles for 
Lokeisha? Did she organise a rally for her? For the NDP this matter is plain partisan politics!  

The NDP has completely lost its way. At the rally certain statements were made by pl atform 
speakers which are likely to form the basis of serious criminal and civil action.  

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï June 19th , 2009  
 

PROGRESS UNDER THE ULP GOVERNMENT 

 

 

MUCH ACHIEVED  
 
The ULP government has chalked up impressive achievements since its ascent to office 

consequent upon the general elections of March 28, 2001. In every single area of public 
policy, it has been the most successful government ever. The ULP government has had 
commendable, even tremendous, successes in creating jobs; reduc ing poverty; increasing 
the countryôs wealth; educating the young and not-so-young; improving health care; 
housing the people; building up the physical infrastructure; boosting the delivery of quality 
water, electricity, and telecommunications; managing th e governmentôs finances; 
strengthening the maintenance of law and order and the fight against crime; enhancing 
good governance markedly; lifting the level of sports and culture; taking especial care of 
the elderly and the vulnerable sections of the populat ion; promoting regional integration; 
taking the lead in solving practical regional problems; making the country ever so proud of 
itself; linking the population at home and our diaspora; and delivering an effective and 
relevant foreign policy as never befor e. 

To be sure, there is much more to be done and the ULP will do it. We will not leave behind 

any unfinished tasks.  

MATERIAL PROGRESS  

The Governmentôs poverty reduction strategy has met with practical success. In 2001, the 
poverty level amount to 37.5 perc ent of the population; the indigence or ñdirt poorò level 
was 25.7 percent of the population. These are the figures from the Kairi Consultants, whom 
the NDP government hired, then disowned when the results of their 1996 enquiry were 
revealed. The ULP gover nment hired these same Consultants to do a poverty assessment. 
Their preliminary figures for 2007 -2008 show that the poverty level had been reduced to 30 
percent of the population and the indigence or ñdirt poorò level has fallen to 2.9 percent of 
the popu lation. As the education revolution delivers its benefits and as the ULPôs economic 
strategy further unfolds, further poverty reductions would become evident and those 

reductions would become permanent.  



Meanwhile, in some other OECS and CARICOM countries p overty levels have increased in 
the same time period.  

The statistics show that employment has increased between 2001 and 2008 by some 8,500 

persons; the Gross Domestic Product per person on average per year (the wealth 
measurement) has moved from EC $8,300  to over EC $13,500; the extent of taxation has 
fallen on companies and individuals; much more houses have been built; the number of cars 
on the road has increased from just under 8,000 to over 24,000; cell phones have grown 
from a few hundred to over 100, 000; internet connections and computer ownership have 
jumped by leaps and bounds; greater access to electricity, water and solid waste disposal 
has been effected; and overall people have become better clothed, better fed, better 

housed, and more sophistica ted and educated.  

THE EDUCATION REVOLUTION  

At every single level of education, in quantity and quality, there have been accomplishments 
as never before. Access to early childhood education (3 -5 year olds) would have moved 
from 30 percent of the relevant ca tchment group in 2001 to almost 80 percent; the quality 
of universal primary education has improved significantly; universal access to quality 
secondary education has been achieved from 39 percent of the 12 year olds in 2001 to 100 
percent in 2005 and ther eafter; the numbers admitted to post -secondary education facilities 
have more than doubled since 2001 and in the case of nursing education the annual intake 
has increased from 20 students to 100 students; the handful at universities have grown into 
thousan ds worldwide at tertiary institutions in CARICOM, Cuba, Venezuela, Mexico, Taiwan, 
Italy, Turkey, Malaysia, Morocco, England, USA, and Canada; adult literacy has increased by 
at least 15 percentage points to almost 90 percent of the population; significant ly more 
teachers have been trained and are better paid; library services have improved markedly; 
information technology education/training is available at all levels in the schools, the 
Learning Resource Centres, and at specialised institutions; special ed ucation has advanced 
hugely; and the physical plant has been improved and a significant number of schools 
expanded and built anew.  

THE PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE  

Let us list some, only some, of the major physical infrastructure projects completed or in 
the pr ocess of being completed across St. Vincent and the Grenadines:  

 

1.  The complete rebuilding of the Windward Highway from Kingstown to Fancy ($140 
million).  

2.  The building of the Rabacca Bridge ($10 million).  
3.  The complete rebuilding and expansion of the Arnos Va le Sports Facility ($52 

million).  
4.  The rebuilding and expansion of the Kingstown Fish Market ($16 million).  

5.  The construction of the Owia Fishing Facility ($33 million).  
6.  The on -going school expansion programme since 2001 ($25 million).  
7.  The construction and e quipping of seven new schools ($65 million).  
8.  The modern NIS Headquarters ($20 million).  
9.  The Reigate Building ($18 million).  
10.  The Modern Library Project ($30 million).  
11.  The NEMO Building ($6 million).  

12.  The Layou Waterfront Project ($6 million).  
13.  Eleven (11) Lea rning Resource Centres ($11 million).  



14.  Rehabilitation of Union Island Airport ($4.5 million).  
15.  Rehabilitation of E.T. Joshua Airport ($5 million).  
16.  Construction of Canouan Jet Airport ($55 million).  
17.  Construction of Argyle International Airport ($620 million).  

18.  Construction of five Police Stations ($25 million).  
19.  Rehabilitation of 18 Police Stations ($7 million).  
20.  Purchase of Coast Guard Vessels ($6 million).  
21.  Construction of four clinics ($4.5 million).  
22.  Renovation of 12 clinics ($2.2 million).  
23.  Construction of Medi cal Complex ($20 million).  
24.  Renovation of Hospital ($4 million).  
25.  On-going building of three polyclinics ($4 million).  
26.  Construction of 15 tourism facilities ($10 million).  
27.  Construction of 250 houses ($20 million).  

This is but a small sample of the massive ph ysical capital works programme since 2001. 
Then there are numerous non -physical capital projects (not recurrent expenditure) in 
Health, for example HIV/AIDS; in Education/Training such as scholarships and bursaries; in 

Agriculture and Fisheries; in informa tion technology; in security and law and order; in 
sports and culture; in constitutional reform and good governance, and several other areas.  
 
FINAL COMMENT  

The ULP government has been very successful. Our nation and its people are far better off 
today than  in 2001!  

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï June 12th , 2009  
 

PROGRESS AND STABILITY IN CHALLENGING TIMES  

 
 

THE ISSUE  

 
This blessed nation of ours, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, continues to experience 
progress and stability even in these challenging economic times and turmoil, internationally. 
It is as though we are an oasis of calm in a raging international sea of troubles. This is 
partly due to sensible, progressive governance and partly to the basic good -sense and hard -
working spirit of our people.  Indeed, in these difficult times internationally, which impact St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines intimately, our people have been magnificent.  

HOLDING THE ECONOMY TOGETHER  

The economic meltdown internationally has caused massive lay -offs and huge financial 
problems galore in our region in the Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica, Antigua, St. Lucia, St. 
Kitts -Nevis. In St. Vincent and the Grenadines we have managed to hold things together 
while even moving forward progressively. To be sure, there have been some lay -off s here 
and there especially in one or two small hotels and in the data -processing business at 
Discovery Works Legal (but even here there has been re -employment or additional 



employment). However, the major employers of labour have held firm, including: The  State 
Sector (Central Government and State Enterprises); Canouan Developers (Resort and 
Construction Company); Mustique Company and allied enterprises; the Cruise Lines; the 
Wholesale and Distributive Trades; Construction; Fishing; and Small -Scale Agricul ture. The 

Buccament Project has more than doubled its workforce to 800 persons.  

Indeed, skilled tradespersons in the construction industry are in short supply, given the 
demand; so, too, is the lack of availability of agricultural workers.  

CENTRAL GOVERNME NT FINANCES  

The condition of the Central Governmentôs finances is pretty sound though challenging on 
an on -going basis. At the end May 2009, the cumulative situation for the year thus far 
reveals:  

 

1.  Total Revenue and Grants amount to $202.95 or 3 percent ov er the comparable 
figure for 2008. In 2007, the figure was $166.06 million.  

2.  Current Revenue amounts to $196.3 million or 6.36 percent above the comparable 
figure for 2008. In 2007, the comparable figure was $158.05 million.  

3.  Total Expenditure is recorded at  $211.2 million or 2 percent above the comparable 
figure for 2008. In 2007, the comparable figure was $176.8 million.  

4.  Recurrent Expenditure is recorded at $186.53 million or 9.9 percent above the 
comparable figure for 2008. The comparable figure for 2007 w as $144.2 million.  

5.  Capital Expenditure is recorded at $24.7 million. In 2006 the comparable figure was 
better at $32.6 million.  

6.  The Current Balance or Surplus is $9.7 million, less than the figure of $14.9 million 
for the comparable period last year.  

7.  The Primary Balance is $14.66 million, in excess by 41.6 percent of the comparable 
figure last year of $10.36 million. In 2007, the comparable figure was $9.86 million.  

8.  Overall the deficit is $8.25 million or 18.6 percent less than the overall deficit of 
$10.13  million for the comparable period last year. The comparable figure for 2007 
was $10.8 million.  

9.  Amortisation of the Debt stands at $30.37 million at the end of May compared to 
$27.66 million for the comparable figure last year.  

From this we note that the R evenue side is performing reasonably well despite the 
challenges but the Recurrent Spending is growing at a faster rate. The Current Account 
Surplus is slightly less than last year, but there is still a fair surplus to put to productive 
spending or the deb t. The overall deficit (both Current and Capital Accounts) is less than 
last yearôs figure. On the whole, a commendable performance but it is a challenging 
situation. In the other OECS countries, the fiscal situation is not nearly as good. Indeed, 
they are  quite bad and in most cases, deteriorating.  
The Recurrent Expenditure is increasing at a faster rate than Current Revenue principally 
because of two items:  

 

1.  Personal Emoluments (salaries and pensions) amount to $82.2 million (in excess of 
the budgeted fig ure of $80.8 million) or 11.1 percent over the comparable figure for 
2008 up to the end of May. The comparable figure in 2007 was only $63.9 million.  

2.  Transfers and subsidies (principal of which include public assistance and university 

studentsô payments) amount to $42.3 million of $32.5 million last year. In 2007, the 
comparable figure was $25.6 million.  



In short, we make sure that we pay our teachers, public servants, police officers, and 
nurses pretty well comparatively. And we pay on time. Further, we ta ke care of the 
vulnerable groups in our safety nets and our students at university.  
 

CAPITAL PROJECTS ON STREAM  

Meanwhile, the major capital projects headed by the International Airport, the Medical 
Complex at Georgetown, the Modern Library, and the Cross -Country Road Project are on 
stream. The Capital projects in Tourism Development and Education are continuing apace. 
So, too, are those in road repairs and reconstruction. It is a most impressive performance in 
challenging times.  

CRIME IS DOWN  

At the same time criminal activities are down and are falling daily. Gang violence is down; 
murder rate is down; drug trafficking and robberies are down; so, too, are the sexual 
offences, including rapes. Still, there is a prowling rapist whom the Police a re targeting.  

People in St. Vincent and the Grenadines feel safer. For this they must thank the efforts of 
the Police, the intelligence services, and the people themselves.  

PRAYER HELPS  

The Christian Community has been lifting up this nation, its people, a nd leaders in prayer. 
God listens to sincere prayers. He has been blessing us abundantly in these challenging 

times. We thank Him; we adore Him; we are in supplication to Him; and we are contrite in 
our sins.  

He is helping us with our Constitutional Reform , the Economy, the Society, and Law and 
Order!  

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï June 5th , 2009  
 

VOTE ñYESò IN THE REFERENDUM 

 

 

 

CONSTITUTION BILL IS HERE  
 
The Constitution Bill, 2009, with the proposed revised Constitution for St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines as its Schedule, wa s introduced and had its first reading in the House of 
Assembly on May 28, 2009. It was an historic day. The public gallery was packed to 
capacity; the diplomats, judicial officers, and other high officials were there listening. The 
leader of the Oppositio n Arnhim Eustace was pathetic in his speech in a specially -arranged 

Committee session. The Prime Minister, Ralph Gonsalves, was at his outstanding best. 
Excellent speeches were also delivered by the Chairman of the Constitution Review Steering 



Committee, P arnel Campbell, Q.C. and two draft persons Dr. Francis Alexis, Q.C., and Dr. 
Hamid Ghany.  

A BEAUTIFUL CONSTITUTION  

The proposed Constitution makes it the best in the region by far. That is the judgment of 
the expert, Dr. Alexis. He pointed to several provi sions which were path -breaking, for the 
better, in the Commonwealth. A call by the Opposition for a ñNoò vote is petty politics. They 
will pay electorally for it.  

The new provisions in the proposed Constitution include:  

1.  A set of 24 ñGuiding Principles for State Policyò. This includes the protection of 
marriage and the affirmation that ñmarriage shall be a legal union only between a 
person who is biologically male at birth and a person who is biologically female at 
birth.ò 

2.  A veritable ñYoung Peopleôs Charterò with a bundle of rights constitutionally-
protected for persons 18 years of age and older.  

3.  Strengthening the provision in favour of the death penalty so that judges must follow 
the law clearly in this regard.  

4.  Making the trade unionôs right to collective bargaining a constitutionally -protected 
right.  

5.  Strengthening property - rights in a way that ensures payment within 12 months for 
property acquired by government.  

6.  Explicitly provide for the ñfreedom of the pressò. 
7.  Establish a home -grown, non -executive President instead of the royal Governor -

General of an overseas monarch.  
8.  Making Parliament wholly elected. No more nominated senators.  
9.  Altering the electoral system to make it fairer and more representative by having a 
ñmixed systemò of the usual first -past -the -post system and a proportional 
representation system based on party lists.  

10.  Accordingly a Minister of Religion the right to be a parliamentary representative.  
11.  Strengthening markedly the Public Accounts Committee, chaired by the Minority 

Leader (Leader of the Opposition).  
12.  Making provision to facilitate regional integration.  
13.  Involving civil society invitees in the active business of Parliament.  
14.  Improving stringent reporting requirements to constituents by elected 

representatives.  
15.  Allowing a person with dual citizenship (foreign and Vincentian) to contest 

parliamentary elections.  
16.  Strengthen the role of the Minority Leader in several matters, including according 
him to move motions on ñmoneyò matters. 

17.  Provide for a fixed date for elections with in a narrow time -window. No more snap 
elections!  

18.  Setting up an independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission to run elections.  
19.  Making it mandatory that every political party must run at least six women out of the 

proposed 27 representatives (17 constitue ncy reps, and 10 for proportional 
representation ï no senators).  

20.  Strengthen the provisions for the independence and security of tenure of 
Magistrates.  

21.  Establishing a Teaching Service Commission.  

22.  Remove the power of effectively appointing Chairpersons from the Prime Minister 
and placing it exclusively in the Presidentôs hands. 

23.  Making provision for local government with special autonomy for the Grenadines.  



24.  Making provision for an Integrity Commission.  
25.  Making provision for a Human Rights Commission.  
26.  Setting up  an independent Ombudsman to deal with administrative abuses.  
27.  Setting up a Parliamentary Commission chaired by the Speaker and having civil 

society members along with a few Parliamentarians. This Commission will, among 
other things, deal with the process o f the Prerogative Committee of Mercy. The Prime 
Minister will have nothing to do with this.  

28.  Putting a limit to the size of the Cabinet to the Prime Minister and 12 others.  
29.  Reducing the powers of the Prime Minister in several ways.  
30.  Prohibiting the Attorney General to act as the Director of Public Prosecutions as at 

present.  
31.  Making provision for dual or multiple citizenship.  
32.  Making provision against ñmarriages of convenienceò as the basis for acquiring 

citizenship.  
33.  Putting a civil society appointee on the Pub lic Service Board of Appeal.  
34.  Widening of access to the High Court by citizens on constitutional matters.  
35.  Making provision to bring an end to appeals to the Privy Council and replacing it by 

appeals to the Caribbean Court of Justice.  
 

BACKWARDNESS OF NDP  
 
The Eustace -led NDP has agreed, in the past, on all these thirty - five innovations except the 
following two minor matters relatively:  

1.  Keep Parliament to the existing 21 members; (they support the ñmixedò electoral 
systems).  

2.  Keep the name of the Leader of th e Opposition instead of Minority Leader.  
3.   

Additionally, the Opposition wants term limits for Prime Ministers but for no one else. We in 
the ULP say in answer to this: (a) let the people decide who they want to be Prime Minister; 
place no artificial restrict ion on this; (b) Term limits in parliamentary system are practically 

unworkable; (c) the current Constitution does not have term limits; thus, if you vote against 
the proposed Constitution, the current no - term limits would still apply.  
Daily the Opposition  would opportunistically shift their ground. They are backward. They do 
not want progress.  

Letôs vote ñYesò for our countryôs future! 

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

 

ISSUE ï MAY 29th , 2009  

EXCELLENT GOVERNANCE IN CHALLENGING TIMES  

 

 

THE ISSUE  
 



Over the past three or so weeks, the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines have again 
been provided with overwhelming evidence that the ULP government is more than fit for 
these challenging times and that the Opposition NDP is completely unfit for gover nance; 
indeed, the NDPôs performance has been dismal, and deteriorating. As a consequence, the 

popular support for the ULP has been consolidating and growing while that for the NDP has 
been dwindling.  

Across a range of issues the ULP has been performing ve ry well. These include: The 
management of the economy, including the mobilisation of resources and job creation; the 
fight against crime; the execution of foreign policy; the tackling of regional problems of 
immediacy such as freedom of movement and the ma tter of the British American Insurance 

Challenge; good governance and constitutional reform; signal developments in the area of 
telecommunications; and leadership generally. Letôs turn to each, briefly. 

MANAGEMENT OF THE ECONOMY  

As the Prime Minister repor ted to Parliament some three weeks ago, the fiscal condition of 
the government, though challenging, is in pretty good shape. In the first four (4) months of 
2009, a modest surplus was recorded on the current account; the current revenues 
continued to grow but at a slower pace than in recent years; even though the growth in 
current expenditure is outstripping the growth in current revenues, the situation is still quite 
manageable; the capital programme is expanding; and the overall deficit is within prudent 
limits. Vitally, the social safety net for the poor is being maintained and strengthened.  

The financing of the public sector investment programme is well in hand. In addition to 
resources already obtained and earmarked the recent receipt of grants and soft  loans has 
matters secured on the capital account. Recently, the government successfully completed 
the three -month sale of its bonds of EC $45 million (the last tranche of just over $16 million 
was over -subscribed 10 days or so ago, reflecting the marketôs confidence in the handling of 
the economy); two Fridays ago, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) approved the 
governmentôs request of a very soft loan, without any conditions, of US $5.7 million (EC 

$15.4 million), representing 45 percent of our country ôs Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), 
from the IMFôs Exogenous Shocks Facility (ESF); just then, too, the Taiwanese refunded us 
$3 million due to us on the Modern Library Project; and last Monday, the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) approved for quick disburs ement a policy -based loan of US $25 
million, one -half of which would be disbursed in July 2009.  

All of this represents excellent work in the public sector. In the private sector, matters are 
stabilising satisfactorily. And at the Buccament Resort, an addit ional 400 workers are 
currently being hired to complement the existing 400. Remember the NDP called this a 
ñphantom projectò. Similarly, the Canouan developers informed the government three 
weeks ago that it is about to start up a further US $40 million in vestment on the western 
side of the developed area of Canouan.  

FIGHTING CRIME  

The launch of Operation VincyPac on May 20th by the forces of the Regional Security 
System (RSS), including St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago further 
signals the governmentôs determination to fight the marijuana-cocaine drug barons, to seize 
the guns and stem the tide of certain drug -related gang violence, to liberate young persons 
and other unfortunate ñserfsò who are held against their will in ñthe hillsò, to free the 
country of criminals from overseas, and to protect the forests.  



All of this comes on the heels of the governmentôs focussed war on the big drug traffickers 
and money -launderers.  

Meanwhile, the opposition NDP is  openly giving succour, support, and comfort in their public 

statements. This is not surprising given the receipt of material support from certain drug 
barons by certain NDP campaigners in the last general elections.  

The public is overwhelmingly in support  of the governmentôs focused crack-down on crime 
and criminals.  

TACKLING SPECIFIC REGIONAL CHALLENGES  

Three weeks ago in Parliament, Comrade Ralph made a Ministerial Statement concerning 
the harassment and discrimination suffered by Vincentians and some ot her CARICOM 
nationals in some CARICOM countries. Across the region PM Gonsalves has received 
massive public support. The chauvinists and ñbig islandò harassers are now on the 
defensive.  

On the British American Insurance matter, our Prime Minister submitted  a carefully crafted 
proposal to his colleagues at a meeting in Trinidad to sort out this challenge once and for 
all. The proposal was accepted in principle and will be further fleshed out and refined at a 
meeting scheduled for St. Vincent and the Grenadin es on June 5th. The SVG proposal 
ensures a regional solution, keeps British American as a going concern, protects investors 
and policy -holders and alleviates the prospect of any systemic risk to the financial system in 
our sub - region.  

GOOD GOVERNANCE AND C ONSTITUTIONAL REFORM  

The reform and modernisation of the electoral system is continuing apace under the 
leadership of Minister René Baptiste. The Electoral Office will shortly move into spacious new 
headquarters, well -equipped. Preparations are underway fo r the conduct of the referendum 
for a new Constitution.  

And in Parliament yesterday, the Prime Minister introduced the Constitution Bill 2009 for its 
First Reading. This is an historic step on a magnificent journey to make a better Constitution 
for a free people at the dawn of the 21st century. It is an awesome achievement in pursuit 
of even better governance.  

FOREIGN POLICY EXECUTION  

The recent overseas visits of the PM and his delegation to Madeira, Portugal, the Vatican, 
Iran and Libya have brought immen se benefits to SVG. At the United Nations our 
Ambassador Camillo Gonsalves has been lifting our nationôs prestige in his major 
appointment as one of two co -Coordinators (he represents ñthe Southò) for the Economic 
Summit at the United Nations in late June this year. Meanwhile, Ambassador Prince is 
advancing our nationôs interest at the OAS on several matters, including her support for the 
lifting of the 1962 suspension of Cuba at the OAS.  

TELECOMMUNICATIONS  

Excellent leadership is being provided on this mat ter by Minister Jerrol Thompson. Two 
weeks ago we saw the agreement between Digicel and LIME to cut further the rates on cell 
phones.  



And earlier this week, there was the official launch of the vital Universal Service Fund, 
designed to facilitate in the pr ovision of telecommunications services universally to all. This 
is excellent news for the poor, the marginalised, and those living in relatively remote areas 
of SVG.  

LEADERSHIP  

The Prime Minister is leading from the front most admirably. More and more his stature is 
rising further.  

Last week, in his absence, the OECS Authority agreed to put him formally to lead the 

process of OECS Economic Union by conjoining the leadership of that effort with his role as 
Chairman of the Joint Task Force of the OECS -ECCB wh ich is responding to the fall -out from 
the world economic crisis. Hitherto, the Chairman of the OECS for the time being led the 
drive to Economic Union. Now it is in the Comradeôs hands! 

Meanwhile the NDP leadership shows itself to be  UN - SERIOUS.  

* ***********************************  

 

  

 

 

ISSUE ï MAY 22nd , 2009  

OPPOSITION FLOORED IN PARLIAMENT  

 

 

VERY BAD WEEK FOR NDP  
 
Last week, and the week before, were terrible weeks for the Opposition NDP. It all started 
with the awful trip to Canada and the USA by the NDP leader, Arnhim Eustace: Small 
attendances; very late start meetings; and, most of all, awful presentations and rubbish talk 
by Eustace. The overseas visit would all be remembered for blustering emptiness by Vynette 
Fredericks who has not yet learnt tha t quarrelsome noise, devoid of substance, does not a 
speech to intelligent people make, and for Eustaceôs lacklustre performance as though ill, in 
which he memorably but falsely and insultingly proclaimed that Vincentians are so poor that 
they have now bee n reduced to buying ñhalf-pound of chicken back and half of a sweet 
soapò. 

This debacle staring a half -dead leader and a young woman who knows not the state of her 
unknowing was swiftly followed by our political disasters for the NDP: (i) the concerted, bu t 
failed attempt from the top of the NDP to smear, defame, belittle and demonise Reverend 
Job for being a national patriot in accepting an invitation from the Prime Minister to be on 
this countryôs delegation to the Vatican and Iran; (2) the NDP awful mis-hit against the ULP 
government on the matter of the nature, import and meaning of a practically interest - free 
loan of some US $4 million on 45 percent of SVGôs Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) through its Exogenous S hocks Facility (ESF) ï Frank Da 

Silva and Cookie on the WE -FM ñMorning Showò said that the NDP did not know the 
meaning of the word ñExogenousò; (3) the NDPôs practical support of three men in 
extradition proceedings on a drug trafficking charge (cocaine) allegedly committed in the 



British Virgin Islands; and (4) Eustaceôs ridiculous and unpatriotic critique of the Prime 
Ministerôs charge in Parliament that Vincentians were being harassed and discriminated 
against at ports of entry in several Caribbean coun tries ï does Eustace love elsewhere more 
than St. Vincent and the Grenadines and Vincentians?  

All of this and more, including the NDPôs roaring internal divisions, constituted the political 
context when the opposition NDP faced the Comrade and his ULP team  in Parliament last 
Thursday, May 14th. Only 40 percent of the NDP turned up. Eustace, Cummings and 
Ollivierre were absent without any reason given. Even the usually garrulous St. Clair 
Leacock (who admitted, then denied, that he had ña ghetto mindò) was subdued and 
dispirited. And Lorraine Friday was lame, as usual.  

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS  

The Prime Minister, Comrade Ralph, delivered masterly, cogent, and informative ñMinisterial 
Statementsò on four subjects: (1) Freedom of Movement in CARICOM; (2) The Fiscal 
Condition of the Government up to April 30, 2009, and the nature of the application to the 
IMFôs Exogenous Shocks Facility; (3) the On-going CLICO and British American Insurance 
Issue; and (4) A Progress Report on the International Airport Project at Ar gyle up the May 
13, 2009.  

All of these statements were well - received by the packed gallery in Parliament and the 
nation who were listening on radio and viewing/listening on TV.  

QUESTION TIME  

The Opposition NDP had 13 questions for oral answers on the Order  Paper of Parliament. 
They are entitled to ask 15 questions for oral answers and 20 for written answers. They 
have never asked any for written answers (the ULP always did so in Opposition) and they 
very often fall short of ñthe oral 15ò. Imagine an Opposition without questions!  

Of the 13 questions, they asked eight of the Prime Minister. He had to answer three others 
because one was mis -directed to another Minister, and two were to two absent Ministers 
(Burgin and Slater).So, it was a fun day with Ralph in his element. The Opposition never 
learns. Every -time they ask the Comrade any question, they get demolished and 
demoralized. But they have to try and play man by asking him questions; and in any event 
they are obsessed with Ralph, Ralph, Ralph!  

One of Eust aceôs three (3) questions concerned the cost of the trip which Ralph and his 

delegation recently took to Europe (Portugal and Rome), Iran and Libya. The cost to the 
Central Government was just under $125,000 but Ralph pointed out the material benefits of 
in excess of $40 million for the airport and scholarships. He contrasted the jamboree in 
August 1998 when Sir James Mitchell (with Eustace as Finance Minister) took 30 persons to 
Portugal at a cost of some $400,000 to an Expo and got nothing in return. Ralp h read a 
memo where three persons on the delegation (one from the Tourism Association, one from 

the Agro -Processing Association, and the Chairman of the SVG Expo Team) cost of 
$103,000 for a 9 -day junket to Portugal.  

Ralph showed that Eustaceôs question was really about Reverend Job and dismissed it as an 
attempt to sully a good manôs name. He said that the NDP had now caused a verb of malice 
to be introduced in the English language ñto Jobò someone, meaning to seek to belittle, 
smear, and defame a decent p erson. The Comrade asked: ñWould someone please tell us 

what did Reverend Job do wrong?ò 



The Comrade, in a learned, informative, and humorous manner, answered and tongue -
lashed the Opposition in queries relating to the international airport, the ALBA, tour ism 
investments, the Coast Guard, National Properties and NCB, Diplomatic passports, public 
bath facilities in Rose Place, and GESCOô indebtedness. 

Imagine Daniel Cummings asking about the closure of one public bath in Rose Place when 
he was the architect at CWSA for the closure of almost every public path and stand pipe in 
St. Vincent!  

Towards the end, Ralph was toying with the Opposition NDP. He set up Leacock well on the 
GESCO question. He said that among other things GESCO owed NIS $104,000 in NIS 

contr ibutions and let that fact linger tantalisingly. Leacock took the bait and shouted 
ñGESCO owe NIS the workersô money!ò Ralph calmly said that in 2001, the NDP-led GESCO 
owed NIS $344,000 and that GESCO was paying its current contributors and reducing the 
NDP arrears. Leacock fell silent. The other two questions were to Girlyn Miguel. She 
delicately swotted the questioner. She was ñthe perfect Rose from Marriaquaò. 

Thereafter, four Bills were passed by Parliament on Bills of Exchange, Stock Trespass, 
Immigra tion, and Representation of the People.  

The ULP again showed that it is masterful in and out Parliament. The NDP is simply not 
ready!  

 

 

* ***********************************  

 

ISSUE ï MAY 15th , 2009  

 

SERIOUS PEOPLE FOR SERIOUS TIMES 

 

 

 

THE ISSUE  
 
Recently, several reflective commentators on public affairs, including Renwick Rose, Burns 
Bonadie and Frank Da Silva, have been making a simple but most substantial point. These 
most serious and challenging times demand serious, focused leaders of the hig hest priority. 

These times demand too, a serious and focused people. As Comrade Ralph has repeatedly 
put it: ñPolitics is serious business to be carried out by serious people. It is not a branch of 
the entertainment business or of comedy centralò. 

These re flections are apt in light of the opposition NDPôs continued devotion to treating 
public policy as trivia, entertainment or comedy. Really, the NDP, its principal 
spokespersons, and its leader Arnhim Eustace, have been insulting the peoples intelligence 
wi th loads of rubbish talk, decreasing in the process their dwindling band of supporters. 
Surely the country needs a proper Opposition. There is none. Not too long ago, ñCandy 
Edwardsò (a usually fierce critic of the ULP) and Dr. Richard Cox, (an independent spirit 



unaffiliated to the ULP) arrived at this conclusion, which unilaterally, the bulk of the 
population had long decided.  

Vincentians are by nature a tolerant people but the foolish antics of the opposition NDP are 

just too much for them. In Ralph, the y see a serious leader with a sensible plan; in Eustace 
the see someone who is completely out of his depths, with no proper vision or focused 
policies. In the ULP government, the people see immense achievement and continued 
hopefulness; in the NDP the see non -achievement, cynicism and helplessness. In the ULP 
the people see heart, joy, love and honesty. In the NDP they see soullessness, hate, 
bitterness and lies. Just listen to the NDP leader and their hangers -on, on NDP FM; just read 
their camp followers l ike Bassy and Ken John, and you get the drift of their divisive venom.  

Letôs take a few issues and catalogue the NDPôs folly and craven rubbish. 

The International Airport  

Since the ULP government unveiled its comprehensive plan on August 8th 2005, to build  an 
international airport at Argyle, the NDP has been in a state of confusion to, and opposition 
to, it. At first the NDP equivocated on whether or not it supported the idea of an 
international airport for St.Vincent. Eustace said that he will respond in t wo weeks to the 
speech made by Comrade Ralph. He never did at all. It was his predecessor Sir James 
Mitchell who took to the airwaves and television, but he succeeded only in muddying the 
waters even more for the NDP. In the election documents for 2005, an d the campaign that 
year, Eustace was all over the place. He said that he did not agree with Sir James, to extend 
the E.T Joshua airport; that he would support an international airport if it was built only with 
grant funds; that he would study the internat ional airport issues for the next eight years 
(wind studies, feasibility studies, financial studies, earth studies and presumably ñmoonò 
studies) before making up his mind finally; that he would build an international airport at 
Kitchen, which he admitted would be twice the figure for the one at Argyle, and which has 
some ñenvironmental issuesò; that he would probably go for a hub in St.Lucia or Barbados, 
but he knows that Vincentians do not like the idea. And so the confusion and opposition 

went!  

In his sh ort - lived and hand me down Prime Ministership of five months, Arnhim Eustace 
made quite a confusing meal of the airport development issue. In a damning final verdict on 
Eustace, Sir James Mitchell in his book Beyond the Islands: An Autobiography,  had this to 
say on Eustaceôs sabotage of a possible jet airport at Arnos Vale: 

ñI had assumed that my successor (Eustace) would be wise enough to value my legacy and 
deploy our experience towards new triumphs. Instead I could see my vision of a jetport in 
St.Vincen t vanishing, our direct linkage to Caracas and Miami receding like a mirage in a 
desolate landscape, and the ship of state drifting inexorablyé..ò 

It is clear to everyone but a handful of ñblindò NDP followers that Eustace is still ñunwiseò, 
the NDPôs policy is like a ñmirage in a desolate landscapeò, and that Eustaceôs ship of state 

is still ñdrifting inexorablyò. It will fonder and crash in another election defeat at the hands 
of Ralph and the ULP.  

Recently the NDP rump has been at full throttle in denyin g the on - rushing reality of the 
international airport at Argyle. They say that it is a hoax, that the earthworks is preparatory 
to planting groundnuts or to build a golf course; that the plan is wrong; that the cost 
estimates are flawed; and that it is a U LP project and not a national one. And on and on the 

rubbish talk goes. Every now and again they assail the honesty, without a shred of 
evidence, of Dr. Rudi Mathias and his staff at the IADC.  



So the NDP is still at sea on this vital public issue. The elec torate will never let them see 
office without a position on the airport which they support, that is, BUILD THE AIRPORT!  

THE EDUCATION REVOLUTION AND OTHER THOUGHTS  

The NDP has been opposed consistently to the Education Revolution from day one. They 
nitpick  here and there about this and that challenge in the Revolution; they talk of one or 
two windows which need repairs and a few toilets to be fixed. Their policy on education is in 
complete shambles. The people will never vote them, until they hold a sensibl e, progressive 
policy on education.  

The NDPôs rubbish on the Housing Revolution and the Wellness revolution signals that they 
are out of touch with whatôs happening in the country. These are popular programmes 
which the people support. Their ñNOò to the constitutional reform is absolute nonsense! And 
the list goes on.  

THE ECONOMY  

The record shows that the ULP administration has managed the economy better than any 
government in living memory. The experts so attest. The experts affirm too, that the 
economy of  SVG is currently the best run in all the member states of the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union, the ECCU. There has been solid economic growth; an increase in job 
creation; fiscal consolidation mixing purchase and enterprise; poverty reduction; and an 
inc rease in wealth. Yet everyday Eustace is predicting collapse. He has been doing so since 
March 29th 2001 when the ULP was sworn in as government.  

Nowadays Eustace has taken to insulting people. He says that people up and down SVG are 
buying half pound of c hicken back and cutting soap in half. This un -serious man clearly 
would never be ready for high office. He just cannot do the job required of him.  

EUSTACE ABROAD  

Recently Eustace went to Canada and the USA to speak to the Diaspora. He prepared so 
badly tha t even the sycophantic Douglas De Freitas had to pronounce his disappointment 
with the way Eustace dealt with the issues. Eustace is disappointing in Parliament; he is 
similarly disappointing on the radio, TV and the public platforms. Did anybody think tha t by 
going overseas, he would improve?  

WHO TO PUT  

The NDPôs central problem is that they possess no credible leader, no credible policies and 
no credible politician in their ranks. They are an unreformed rump of political failures and 
non -achievers. Their best bet is to start a rebuilding process, forget about the next election 
and look towards 2015. But they would not take this advice and so they would continue to 
drift.  

Part of their problem is that the men and women in the front rank of the NDP are not 
ñwilderness materialò. They cannot stand the political wilderness. So, they try abominable 
shortcuts and they pander to the worst sentiments of their dwindling base. The NDP in its 
present form is truly finished. Unreformed, the ULP and the people will bury  them at the 
ballot box in 2010!  

 

* ***********************************  



 

 

ISSUE ï MAY 8th , 2009  

MAGNIFICENT FOREIGN POLICY  

 

 
 

A BUSTLE OF ACTIVITY  
 
Over the past three or four weeks, there has been a commendable flurry of activities in the 
pursuit of our countryôs foreign policy primary goal, that is, to address more efficaciously 
the challenges in our nationôs external political and economic environment in the interest of 
our peopleôs humanisation. 

Leading this bustle of meaningful activity have been the Prime Minister, the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs, and our nationôs diplomatic personnel overseas. Sir Louis Straker, the 
Foreign Minister, has been in Europe battling on our nationôs and regionôs behalf at the Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly of the European Union and African, Caribbean, and P acific Group, 
particularly as regards the banana regime, compensation for the Caribbean because of the 
terrible banana regime, and official assistance generally.  

Meanwhile in Cuba at the Foreign Ministersô Meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), 
Dr. Dou glas Slater (deputizing for Minister Straker) and Ambassador John were at work 
preparing for the NAM Summit in Egypt in July at which Prime Minister Gonsalves is 
scheduled to attend. Vital issues are at stake at this Summit.  

At the same time, Minister Mike  Browne was advancing important work at the meetings of 
the United Nations Education and Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).  

At the United Nations in New York, Ambassador Camillo Gonsalves was handed the most 
prestigious task of being one of the  two Coordinators, working with the UN Secretariat and 
the President of the UN General Assembly, to prepare the Outcome Document for the 
historic summit of Heads of State/Government on the International Economic Crisis on June 
1st to June 3rd, 2009. Camill o has been selected to coordinate for ñthe South countriesò and 
the Ambassador of the Netherlands for ñthe North countriesò. 

PM ON THE DIPLOMATIC ROAD  

Between April 16th and May 4th, the Prime Minister and his respective delegations have 
been on a veritabl e diplomatic ñtour de forceò. His diplomatic journeys have taken him to: 

1.  Cumana, Venezuela, where he attended the Summit of the Bolivarian Alternative for 
Latin American (ALBA). He signaled SVGôs intention to join ALBA as soon as the 

relevant instruments a re ready.  
2.  Trinidad for the 5th Summit of the Americas.  
3.  Portugal (Lisbon and Madeira). He met Prime Minister José Socrates and other 

officials.  
4.  Rome, the Vatican, where he had a private audience with Pope Benedict XVI and 
held discussions with the Vaticanôs Secretary of State (Foreign Minister) and other 

officials.  
5.  Iran, where he held discussions with President Almadi Nejad, the Vice President, 

Foreign Minister, and other senior officials.  



6.  Libya, where he held discussions with the Leader of the Revolution, t he Prime 
Minister, the Foreign Minister, Minister of Finance, Minister of Education, and other 
senior officials.  
 

ACHIEVEMENT OF PMôS DIPLOMATIC PUSH 
 
The Prime Ministerôs two-week foreign policy hyper -activity has delivered the following 
results, among othe rs:  

1.  Membership of ALBA which would provide three vital additional benefits to Petro 
Caribe, namely, membership of the ALBA Bank from which low -cost loans are 

available for the private and public sectors, more grant assistance from Venezuela, 
and enhanced t rading/investment opportunities.  

2.  Practical dialogues at the Summit of the Americas through CARICOM engagements 
with President Obama and Prime Minister Harper of Canada. The private discussions 
with PM Harper focussed on Canadaôs possible assistance with our International 
Airport Project. PM Harper is interested to help; PM Gonsalves is to follow up. 

Bilateral discussions between PM Gonsalves and President Lula of Brazil (10th largest 
economy in the world) have resulted in an agreement for Brazil to help wit h the 
International Airport and scholarships. A mission from Brazil will shortly arrive in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines on these matters. Brazil is to establish an Embassy in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.  

3.  Portugal has agreed to contribute to the Intern ational Airport Project and to grant 
scholarships. The Madeiran Regional Government has pledged technical assistance. 
An investment prospect in tourism by the Pestana Group is real and immediate. Our 
PM will follow -up.  

4.  The Vatican has agreed with St. Vince nt and the Grenadines to work together for 
Christian -Muslim Dialogue/Understanding and for cooperation internationally, for 
peace and justice.  

5.  Iran has agreed to immediate financial and in - land assistance for our International 
Airport Project. Further, nine university scholarships in the Medical Sciences and 

Engineering (including MSc and PhD training) were agreed on for SVG students from 
September 2009. A technical team is to visit soon on the airport project.  

6.  Libya has agreed to the following: -  (i) To assist immediately with our International 
Airport Project.  
     (ii) To provide up to 15 university scholarships 
from September 2009 in the Medical Sciences and      

  Engineering. These courses are taught in English in Libya.  
     (iii) To set up an Embassy in CA RICOM.  
     (iv) To establish an Investment Holding Company 
and a Development Bank in a CARICOM country.  
     (v) To work closely for African, Latin America, 
and Caribbean unity.  

 

A technical team is coming to SVG shortly.  
 
Thus, from the two -week foreign policy thrus t, PM Gonsalves has received definite 
agreement for assistance with the International Airport Project from Brazil, Portugal, Iran, 
and Libya, and possibly Canada. They join ñthe Compact of the Committedò on the Airport 
which already includes: Cuba, Venezue la, Trinidad and Tobago, Taiwan, Turkey, Austria, 

Mexico, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. This is a most remarkable coalition of forces. It 
represents historic diplomatic work and an effective foreign policy.  



Additional offers of university scholarship s have come from Brazil, Portugal, Iran and Libya. 
We have students from SVG already throughout the Caribbean, and in Cuba, Venezuela, 
Mexico, USA, Canada, UK, Austria, Morocco, Malaysia, Taiwan, and Turkey. What a ULP 
government! The Education Revolution continues.  

SUMMATION  

SVG has never had a foreign policy as productive, practical and principled like that pursued 
by the ULP government. We are friends of all but we are grounded in established principles 
and the interest of our peoples. We are in full pos session of our national sovereignty and 
independence. And we use those instruments for a just order internationally and our 

interests at home and abroad. We are a small nation but a great people!  

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï APRIL 30th , 2009  

 

The International Airport at Ar gyle- a Headache for the Opposition NDP 

 

Without a shadow of a doubt, the construction of the International Airport at Argyle, is 
creating massive problems for the opposition New Democratic Party. Let us not forget the 
bogus strategy used by the Leader  of the Opposition, when he called for a demonstration by 
his supporters in 2005. This was called at a time when the Premier of Taiwan visited the 
country. You will recall that the real reason given by Eustace was that he wanted to show 

the Taiwanese why t hey should not support the airport. The Prime Minister, Comrade Ralph, 
has already exposed this lie in the House of Assembly, and in the local and regional media.  
Earlier this month, the NDP tried their old tricks again. They want to make Vincentians 
afrai d of the construction of the International Airport at Argyle. Suddenly the NDP echo 
chamber and propagandist came to life! They said that there was a problem with the 
airport, that the government designed the airport without a terminal building, and that t he 

ULP administration did not know what it was doing.  

Nothing could be further from the truth. The ULP administration has always factored in a 
terminal building in all the plans and illustrations presented to the general public on the 
airport. And these we re many. The ULP administration produced calendars on the project, 
showing the alignment of the runway and the position of the terminal building. These are in 
the possession of many Vincentians, in schools and offices and homes, and many have been 
sent abr oad.  

The ULP administration also caused to be printed in the local media, designs of the runway 
and the terminal building, for all and sundry, including the leaders and supporters of the 
New Democratic Party, to see for themselves. Late last year, the IADC  hosted a major 
symposium on the International Airport. That event attracted a number of officials related to 
the airline industry, and there were many relevant and interesting comments.  

The IADC unveiled a series of plans in relation to the runway and the  terminal building, and 
there was a unique presentation by Professor Leonardo Perez that excited all persons who 



attended. It was aired on SVG TV on the API programme, and there was substantial 
coverage in the print media, and several radio stations carrie d the event live.  

Where was the NDP when all this was being done?  

They were on NDP Fm maligning the good professional people who are responsible for the 
delivery of the project. Why is this so? Because the NDP realizes that the construction of the 
airport will be a major achievement for the ULP Administration and that it will be a critical 
factor in the next general election. Vincentians are not being fooled by the ranting and 
raving of the NDP. They have given the ULP a large mandate to build the airport, and the 
ULP will build the airport.  

Let us remember that it was on August 2005, that the Comrade Leader, Comrade Ralph, 
made his famous address, in which he unveiled his plans for the airport, and spelled out 
how the ñCoalition of the Willingò will operate in terms of the funding of the airport. What 
did the leader of the opposition do? He said nothing!!!!  

Now he has lots of talk about extra land for terminal building and so forth. All this has been 
explained by Rudi Mathias and his people at the IADC. This  shows the prudence of the 
government to provide extra land, to cater for the future expansion of the terminal building 
in the years to come. Vincentians will recall the problems the ULP administration 
encountered, in providing additional apron space at E. T Joshua, simply because there was 
no extra land available.  

Eustace and the NDP must tell the country the truth about the airport, and it is this. The 

NDP does not support the building of the international airport at Argyle. Secondly, if 
Vincentians want to see an international airport, then they will have to return the ULP 
Administration to power, since the NDP will stop the construction work, and will not continue 
the building of the airport.  These are facts that have been stated by supporters of the NDP, 
by their leadership and by their spokespersons on NDP fm.  

Daily, Vincentians travel along the windward highway, and they view the progress of the 
construction work at Argyle. Vincentians in t he Diaspora have been keeping abreast of the 
events at Argyle. They have been following developments via the internet, by listening to 
the discussions on radio stations. They cannot be fooled by the machinations of the NDP.  

One thing is for certain. The ND P is digging a deeper and deeper hole for themselves, 
through the many lies and propaganda that they are spreading on the international airport 
project.  

Eustace and the NDP need to join all patriotic Vincentians and support this important 
project, which wi ll bring great benefits to the country.  

 

 

 

ISSUE ï APRIL 17th , 2009  

CRISIS OF CAPITALIST GLOBALISATION AND ITS CONSEQUENCES  

 

 

THE ISSUE  



 
Every leader of CARICOM has been addressing the current state of the international 
economy as ñan international economic crisisò save and except one, the Prime Minister of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Dr. The Hon. Ralph E. Gonsalves. He has correctly labeled 

the current international condition as a ñcrisis of capitalist globalisationò or a ñcrisis of 
international ca pitalismò. This is not merely an international economic issue; it is profoundly 
a crisis of capitalist globalisation; international capitalism in crisis.  

Additionally, although there has been ñregulatory failureò of the banks, insurance companies 
and other  financial institutions, all this is reflective of the triumph of a neo - liberal ideology 
from the days of Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan which sought to roll back any 

interventionist role of the democratic state. The organs of the State, so the neo - liberal 
thesis went, were to be minimalist; the international capitalist system driven by ñthe 
marketò was best left to be self-regulatory, according to the neo - liberal ideologues.  

The chickens have come home to roost as the poor and the working people suffe r 
consequentially. The worst crisis in international capitalism since 1929 -31 has come upon 

us. Caribbean countries, including St. Vincent and the Grenadines, suffer from the socio -
economic fall -out. We are casualties, nay victims, from this external crisi s not of our own 
making.  

A CRITIQUE OF INTERNATIONAL CAPITALISM  

Some liberal economists of the progressive variant including Nobel Prize Winners such as 
Paul Krugman and Joseph Stiglitz saw it all coming from a Keynesian standpoint ï John 
Maynard Keynes wa s the mainstream critic of international capitalism in the 1930s. They 
were never heeded. But even so their critiques were only partial of the contradictions 
inherent in capitalist accumulation. To a fuller understanding we must turn to the 19th 
century Eu ropean political economist, Karl Marx.  

In his path -breaking text entitled Capital, Marx concluded in volume three thereof, that the 

root cause of capitalist economic crises can be stated thus:  

ñThe ultimate reason for all real crises always remains the poverty and restricted 
consumption of the masses as opposed to the drive of capitalist production to develop the 
productive forces as though only the absolute consuming power of society constituted their 
limitò. Marx foresaw in general terms the emergence of financial expansion, its speculation, 
its disconnection from real production of goods and services, and consequential crises. 
Indeed, in Capital (Volume 3), Marx showed that ñthe sphere of production may be 
saturated with capitalò thus giving rise to profits, inducing financial speculation. He wrote 
presciently as follows:  

ñIf.éénew accumulation meets with difficulties in its employment, through a lack of spheres 
in the branches of production and an over -supply of loan capital, this plethora of loanable 
mon ey -capital merely shows the limitations of capitalist production. The subsequent credit 

swindle proves no real obstacle stands in the way of the employment of this surplus -capital. 
However, an obstacle is indeed immanent in its laws of expansion, that is, in the limits in 
which capital can realise itself as capital.ò 

One does not have to be a Marxist to accept the persuasiveness or correctness of this 
analysis. Acceptance, too, does not mean or imply the adoption or promotion of a Marxist 
programme. Far fro m it! The analysis points to the need to look beyond ñthe Washington 

consensusò and embrace creative, home-grown solutions to the extant challenges; to think 
and act ñoutside the boxò, as the saying goes! The ñboomò and ñbustò of international 



capitalism h ave consequences for developing economies in the Caribbean, including St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines. We must come to terms with all of this which Fidel has labeled 
ñcasino capitalismò. 

Since Marxôs day, the contradictions in developed capitalism have become sharper and more 
destructive of the poor and working people in developed economies and the peoples of the 
peripheral economies in developing countries like those in the Caribbean and elsewhere. The 
merger of banking, capital and industrial capital into finance capital in the 1880s and its 
monopoly consolidation and expansion overseas laid the basis for modern globalisation. 
Colonialism and political imperialism in the early - to -mid -20th century facilitated this rapid 
expansion overseas. Neo -colonialism in  the post - independence era, wars, the revolution in 

air -sea transportation and information technology, engendered greater wealth creation of 
capitalist globalisation and, at the same time, enhanced the possibilities for rapid boosts in 
financial speculatio n. But we cannot roll -over and play dead and permit its unquestioning 
supremacy or accommodate ourselves to the idea that this crisis - laden system is just and 
permanent.  

THE CURRENT SITUATION  

The fore -going historical snap shot of the rise of capitalist gl obalisation and its current crises 
have thrown -up four sets of contradictions: First, the current huge capitalist financial crises 
and stagnation/depression; secondly, the growing threat of climate disaster; thirdly, the 
swift emergence of global instabili ty of imperialism; and fourthly, the growth of other world 
competitive economic players like China, India, Russia, and Brazil, and the struggle for 
resources.  

That, broadly, is the structural context which St. Vincent and the Grenadines faces. Without 
this understanding, credible policy options for us are not possible. Creative resistance and 
creative action are required.  

CREDIBLE POLICY OPTIONS  

Given the small size of the Caribbean and its increased marginalisation, the quest for 
economic and political space is critical to develop our economies and improve our peopleôs 
living standards. In this quest for enhanced ñspaceò, the role of the state is vital. The 
democratic state has been a force for good in our region and it cannot retreat especially in 
the current circumstances. But the State must exhibit a more profound and effective 
democratic governance. Secondly, our solutions must be lodged within a regional and 
appropriate internationalist context. Thirdly, a comprehensive fra mework has to be 
elaborated and implemented to build a modern, competitive, many -sided post -colonial 
economy which is at once local, national, regional, and global. Fourthly, a necessary and 
desirable socio -cultural rubric must be unfurled in practice to e nnoble further our Caribbean 
civilisation and an authentic historical reclamation. And fifthly, the entire project must be 
people -centred in life, production and rewards.  

Under each of these headings, detailed policy and programmatic elements are available . The 
periphery has to be operationally flexible but focussed on the nation and its people as a 
whole. In the process it can contribute to alterations in the productions arrangements in the 
dominant economies but the peripheral nations, above all, must see k appropriate 
developmental space for their peoples. We must know realistically our local and regional 
circumstances, possibilities and limitations; and we must grasp the nature and current 
contradictions of the crisis of capitalist globalisation. The ULP leadership is alive to all of 

this. And we are acting accordingly.  



* ***********************************  

 

 

 

ISSUE ï APRIL 9th , 2009  

STRATEGIC RESPONSE AT A TIME OF GLOBAL CRISIS  

 

 

THE ISSUE  
 
The depth, breadth and extent of the global economic crisis have occasioned several 
economic challen ges for the Caribbean, including St. Vincent and the Grenadines. In his 
Budget Address on December 01, 2008, Prime Minister Dr. Ralph E. Gonsalves articulated 
his Governmentôs broad strategic response in the following terms:- 

ñThe central focus remains the quest to build a modern, competitive, many -sided post -
colonial economy which is at once local, national, regional, and global. There is no need to 
alter the fundamental underpinnings of the governmentôs people-centred vision, its well -
articulated over -arc hing economic philosophy grounded in a tri -partite base of the private, 
public and cooperative sectors, its socio -economic policies, and specific programmes. At the 

same time, prudent adjustments, refashioned emphases, boldly creative responses, and 
other targeted strategic interventions are demanded for these more challenging times and 
circumstances.  

ñAccordingly, the central theme of our Budget for the upcoming year revolves around 
continued socio -economic development, competitiveness, and fiscal consolid ation at a time 
of financial turmoil and economic uncertainty internationally. This countryôs monetary policy 
remains focussed on currency stability, an efficacious regulatory regime, economic growth, 
the containment of inflation, and fiscal consolidation.  

ñOn the fiscal side, more than ever, the Government remains committed to a counter-
cyclical fiscal policy which is at once prudent and enterprising. Any other approach in these 
especially challenging economic circumstances would be folly in the short - term  and short -
sighted in the long - run. A pro -cyclical fiscal policy is a path to economic ruin, especially for 

the poor and working people, but also for the nation as a whole. Thus, my government 
rejects as a wholly bad idea, uttered by those who embrace a ñreckless conservatismò, that 
because of supposedly short - term macro -economic compulsion, we must cut capital 
spending on worthwhile public investment, especially in productive infrastructure, education 
and health, or chop worthwhile social programmes design ed to protect and advance our 
citizens, particularly the most vulnerableò. 

REGIONAL RESPONSE  

The member -countries of the OECS and the ECCB have accepted this broad approach and 
have accordingly elaborated a necessary and desirable regional strategic respon se to the 
global economic crisis. The Prime Minister of St. Vincent and the Grenadines is the Chairman 
of a Joint Task Force of the OECS -ECCB which is mandated to coordinate this sub - regional 

response. Several elements have been fashioned and further refin ed with appropriate time -
tables, including: - 



1.  Enhanced regulation of the banking and non -banking financial institutions.  
2.  Fiscal reform and fiscal consolidation, including debt management.  
3.  Stabilisation and enhancement of foreign exchange inflows.  
4.  Private se ctor development and increased competiveness.  

5.  Focus immediately on the economic sectors of tourism, fishing and construction while 
developing agriculture, manufacturing, information technology, and cultural -
entertainment industries.  

6.  Emphasise a well -structured Public Sector Investment Programme for socio -
economic development and an economic stimulus immediately.  

7.  Strengthen and broaden the social safety net.  
 
PROGRAMMES AND WORK PLANS  
 

Each member of the OECS -ECCB is required over the next two weeks to elaborate a 
programme for economic/financial stabilisation and development which would be fed into an 
overall programme for the whole of the OECS -ECCB as constituting ñThe Strategic Response 

to the Global Crisisò. This Regional Strategic Response would be presented to the people of 
the sub - region, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the Caribbean 
Development Bank, the European Union, and friendly countries the world over. This OECS-
ECCB effort will no doubt be part of a wider response which CARICOM is fashioning within 
the terms of the mandate accorded a Task Force at a meeting of the Council of Ministers of 
Finance and Planning (COFAP) in late January 2009.  

St. Vincent and the Grenadines has already applied for some EC $8 million or one -quarter of 
its Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) at the IMF which can be accessed without any conditions 
from the Exogenous Shock Facility (ESF), an instrument designed to assist countries which 
have  suffered a decline in export earnings or a shock from natural phenomena or similar 
event. One or two OECS countries may well have to enter other programmes with specific 
conditionalities from the IMF.  

Prime Ministers Gonsalves of St. Vincent and the Grena dines and Skerrit of Dominica have 
been tasked with preparing the ground work to approach our development partners such as 
the World Bank and the European Union in respect of development monies from those 
institutions. The Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) has already been approached by some 
countries for policy -based, as distinct from project -based, soft - loans. St. Vincent and the 
Grenadinesô application for such a loan of US $25 million from the CDB is up for 
consideration at its next Board meeting, next m onth.  

MEANWHILE IN ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES  

Meanwhile in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, the ULP administration has already taken a 
number of specific measures to address the socio -economic fall -out of the global 
financial/economic crisis, including:  The stimulus from the Public Sector Investment 
Programme; tax reductions for the Tourism Sector; electricity rate reductions for hotels by 

some 14 percent; further safety net initiatives including the Elderly Support Fund from the 
NIS; reductions in the e lectricity surcharge; reductions in the price of fuel and foods; the 
EC$25 million - loan programme for small -medium private sector enterprises especially in 
tourism and the fisheries sector; strengthening Fair Trade role in the banana industry by 
legislatin g to dissolve the Banana Growersô Association; and tax reductions for all 
employees.  

At the same time Prime Minister Gonsalves has been spearheading the OECS -ECCB efforts 
to resolve the problems arising from the meltdown of CL Financial, especially for CLI CO and 



British American Insurance Company. So far, much progress has been made on which 
regular reports have been made to the public.  

The ULPôs leadership has shown its mettle in these difficult times. The people have 

responded well in communion with their  leaders.  

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï APRIL 3rd , 2009  

 

EIGHT YEARS OF REAL PROGRESS 

 

 

ULP IN GOVERNMENT  
 
On March 28, 2001, the Unity Labour Party (ULP) overwhelmingly defeated the New 
Democratic Party (NDP) at the polls. This overwhelming victory of the ULP was repeated  on 

December 07, 2005. Over the past eight years, and especially over the last three years, 
there has been remarkable progress in St. Vincent and the Grenadines on all fronts. As a 
result, the conditions of life and living have improved by leaps and bounds ; and the 
prospects for the future are bright, though challenging in the current world economic crisis.  

THE MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS  

The main achievements of the ULP government include: The Education Revolution, Job 
Creation; Poverty Reduction; Historical and Cul tural Reclamation; the Housing Revolution; 
the Wellness and Health Revolution; Massive Development of the Physical Infrastructure, 
including the Rabacca Bridge, the Canouan Jet Airport, the start -up of the International 
Airport at Argyle, the commencement of the Cross -Country Road, the Rebuilding and 
Rehabilitation of the Police Stations; the building of the Medical Complex at Georgetown and 
Medical facilities elsewhere; the construction of several schools, Learning Resource Centres, 

and the Modern Library Complex; the building of the Owia Fisheries Complex and the 
complete overhaul and extension of the Kingstown Fish Market and other fisheries facilities; 
the construction and rehabilitation of dozens of tourism sites; the huge upgrading of 
Kingstown; the ma ssive overhaul and development of the Disaster Management Facilities 
and Programme, including the NEMO Building, Layou Waterfront project, sea and river 
defences; the building of the Arnos Vale Cricket Facility, the rehabilitation of Victoria Park, 

and the  building/refurbishment of several other sports facilities throughout St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines; the strengthening of the Police Force and Law and Order; the upgrade of 
the Judiciary; the broadening and deepening of Good Governance; the Constitutional  
Reform Project; the Administrative Reform Project; the Reclassification Project; the Regional 
Integration Enterprise; the Revolution in Information and Communications Technology; the 
highest average rate of economic growth in the OECS between 2001 and 200 8; the increase 
in per capita Gross Domestic Product (2001 to 2008) higher than the OECS average; fiscal 
consolidation; a reduction in the Debt - to -GDP ratio from 71 percent to 67 percent, the 
lowest in the independent OECS countries; the saving of LIAT; pr ogress in agricultural 



diversification and in agro -processing; cleaning up the Black Lists against St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines; bringing Honorary Citizenship to an end; establishing a system of National 
Heroes; stamping out markedly corruption in govern ment; fashioning an excellent foreign 
policy; and linking far better with the diaspora.  

UPLIFTING LIVING STANDARDS  

Under the ULP government, there has been a marked uplifting of living standards. The 
evidence abounds. The creation of over 8,000 jobs in 8 y ears; an increase in minimum 
wages on three occasions; an increase in minimum NIS pensions and other benefits on 
three occasions; huge increases in public assistance payments and benefits; the Home -

Help - for -the -Elderly Programme for some 400 senior citizen s; the massive spread of cell 
phones and internet facilities; the YES Programme for youths; provision of Low - Income 
Houses for over 400 families; 100 percent mortgages for public servants, teachers, police 
officers from the National Commercial Bank in an a mount of $150 million over a 7 -year 
period from October 2001; an increase in motor vehicles from over 7,000 to over 24,000; 
huge improvements in the health and pharmaceutical services; the strengthening of the 

Police Force; annual bonuses for employees, sa fety net assistance packages for all sorts; 
cost -of - living support for those on public assistance and daily -paid public sector workers; 
support payments for banana farmers; subsidised fertiliser; subsidised school transport; 
free school books; payments for  children of poor families for their exams fees; payments to 
those who pass CXC and ñAò Level exams; nutritional support for pregnant women; school-
feeding programme in primary schools; assistance to early childhood education providers; 
special works progr ammes; subsidy for electricity consumers below 100 units; zero - rating of 
VAT of basic foods; sensible pricing regime on fuels; cleaning up the environment; and 
reducing crime overall.  

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP  

The ULP government has provided regional leadership. Our Comrade Leader is well -
respected in CARICOM and the OECS and has been accorded important roles repeatedly. 

The most recent is his appointment as Chairman of the Joint Task Force of the OECS -ECCB 
to c oordinate responses to the socio -economic fall -out from the international economic 
crisis. Further, the ULP leadership has fashioned and implemented a foreign policy that has 
brought immense benefits, pride and joy to Vincentians the world over.  

CLARITY OF  IDEAS AND VISION  

The ULP government has been guided by a clarity of ideas and vision. The broad frame is as 
follows: - 

1.  A people -centred vision based on a realistic assessment of our peoples strengths and 
weaknesses, possibilities and limitations, their lon gings and ambitions, their history 
and uplifting consciousness, their belief in the supremacy of God and the freedom 
and dignity of man/woman.  

2.  A philosophy of advanced social democracy fashioned in accordance with the realities 
of our condition.  

3.  An overarc hing socio -cultural rubric of the further ennoblement of our Caribbean 
civilisation in practical terms for living and production.  

4.  A broad economic framework which centres on a quest to build a modern, 
competitive, many -sided post -colonial economy which is at once local, national, 
regional and global.  

5.  A well -articulated Fiscal Covenant, Social Contract, and Poverty Reduction Strategy.  



6.  Strategic Frameworks for each major area of public policy (Education, Health, 
Housing, etc.).  

7.  A sensibly -fashioned Good Gover nance Project fit for a free people in the 21st 
century.  

8.  A clearly - formulated policy on deepening regional integration.  
9.  An elaborated policy on engaging the Diaspora.  
10.  The fashioning and implementing of an independent and pragmatic foreign policy 

which enha nces our nationôs capacity to deal more capably with our external 
environment.  

These ten planks involving vision, philosophy, policy and programmes underpin the ULPôs 
works. Never in our history has there been such clarity of ideas, purpose and action from  
our leadership.  
 

* ***********************************  

 

 

ISSUE ï MARCH 27TH , 2009  

VOTE ñYESò FOR CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 

 

 

THE ISSUE  
 
The Constitutional Reform process is now in its final stages. It commenced in October 2002 
when the House of Assembly approved by unanimous vote a resolution which mandated a 
review of the Constitution of SVG. Among other things, the Resolution called for the setting 
up of a broad -based Constitutional review Commission (CRC) consisting of twenty - five 

persons representing the Government, the Opposit ion, Civil Society, and Vincentians in the 
Diaspora. On February 10, 2003, the CRC was officially inaugurated. For the past six years, 
the CRC, the people of SVG, at home and abroad, and the House of Assembly have engaged 
in wide discussions and consultati ons on constitutional reform. The House has now given 
instructions to the Drafting Committee. A referendum on the matter is scheduled for the 
peopleôs approval in November 2009. A two-thirds majority of those voting is required for 
the passage of the refor med Constitution. The people are called upon to vote ñYesò for 
themselves, their children, and the future of better democracy and governance. Only those 
not interested in progress and good governance will vote ñNo.ò 

BACKWARD NDP  

The Opposition NDP has in r ecent times adopted a backward, foolish and incomprehensible 
position on constitutional reform. At first, they supported the idea but as the process drew 

nearer to a close, the NDP has been backing away in shame. Their reasons last year for 
opting out of t he process temporarily were simply ridiculous. Now, their reason for saying 
ñNoò to the proposed new constitution are plain stupid and without any merit whatsoever. 
The NDP is showing that their real reason is not to hand Comrade Ralph and the ULP a 
policy  victory. But it is not Ralphôs Constitution, it is not the ULPôs, it is a better Constitution 
for SVG. In fact, the NDP is pigged into a corner because they agreed on all the major new 
elements of the reformed Constitution.  

EIGHTEEN AREAS OF AGREEMENT  



In Parliament, the ULP government and the Opposition NDP have agreed on the following 18 
new elements for the reformed Constitution, namely:  

1.  The establishment of a Non -Executive President and the bringing to an end of the 

Constitutional Monarchial system.  
2.  The increase in the membership of the House of Assembly to 27 persons, including 8 

to 10 under a proportional representation system.  
3.  The adoption of a mixed system of elections: The exiting first -past -the -post elections 
and a ñlist systemò of proportional representation so as to deliver a fairer and more 
democratic system of representation.  

4.  The change of the name of the legislature from House of Assembly to National 

Assembly.  
5.  The change of the name of the Leader of the Opposition to that of Minority Leader ( 

Eustace much later said he wanted the old title to remain) and the conferring of a 
greater constitutional specificity to certain of his roles, the primary example being as 
Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee.  

6.  The establishment of an independent Electo ral and Boundaries Commission.  

7.  The establishment of an Ombudsman to examine administrative abuses.  
8.  The establishment of an Integrity Commission.  
9.  The strengthening of the Judiciary, including the regionalization of the Magistracy; 

and the replacement of the  Privy Council by the Caribbean Court of Justice as the 
final appellate court.  

10.  The strengthening, in practical ways, of many the provisions regarding fundamental 
rights and freedom.  

11.  The restriction of the size of the Cabinet to no more than 12 members of t he 
National Assembly.  

12.  The curtailment of the powers of the Prime Minister, in certain respects.  
13.  The establishment of a fixed date for elections with an appropriate provision for a 

variable date in circumstances of a no -confidence vote in the National Assem bly.  
14.  The alteration in certain institutional arrangements regarding the public service.  
15.  The forbidding of the holding of the offices of Attorney -General and Director of Public 

Prosecutions by the same person.  
16.  The consideration that the Attorney General be a public servant as distinct from an 

elected representative or Senator.  
17.  The strengthening of the constitutional provision on the death penalty.  
18.  The establishment of a Teaching Services Commission.  

In short a ñNoò vote as recommended by the NDP would mean a vote against these 18 

progressive innovations which the people are demanding.  
 
OTHER INNOVATIONS  

Other issues which arose in the debates in the House upon which the Opposition either did 
not speak or which required further elaboration include the following  ten:  

1.  The necessity and desirability of constitutional reform providing a framework to 
facilitate deeper regional integration, including political union.  

2.  The issue of Term Limits for the Prime Minister. (The Prime Minister expressed his 
opposition to term limits in the parliamentary debate and gave cogent reasons for his 
stance.)  

3.  The matter of the full ambit of the citizenship provisions.  
4.  The strengthening of parliamentary oversight of the executive on matters relating to 

public finance.  



5.  The provisions rela ting to the exercise of the prerogative of mercy. (The PM made a 
full proposal for the setting up of a permanent Parliamentary Commission to address 
this.)  

6.  The constitutional provision for the establishment of appropriate local government 

institutions.  
7.  The issue of legal aid generally and particularly in constitutional and serious criminal 

case.  
8.  The strengthening of popular democracy on the functioning of elected 

representatives including reportage requirements to constituents.  
9.  The retention of the Preamble  to the Constitution of SVG in its existing form.  
10.  An innovative proposal by the Prime Minister on more and better civil society 
involvement in the nationôs governance. This was in response to the proposal of the 
CRC which the Opposition opposed vehemently.  The CRC subsequently gave support 
to the PMôs proposal. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR REFINEMENTS  
 

Between May 2009 (when the new Draft Constitution would have its First Reading in the 
House) and September 2009 (when the Second Reading takes place) there would be ampl e 
opportunities for further refinements of the Draft which should be ready by the end of April 
2009. This has been a magnificent process.  

Clearly the NDP intends to fight the government, the people and civil society in asking for a 
ñNoò vote. 

* ***********************************  

 

 

 

Issue ï March 20th , 2009  

 

 

THE COMPLAINING INDUSTRY  

 

THE ISSUE  
 
There is in the Caribbean, including St. Vincent and the Grenadines, a politically -partisan 
complaining industry of monumental proportions. This industry is not to be confused with 

that of reasonable,  justifiable and legitimate queries about the delivery of public and private 
goods and services to the population. The complaining industry is a structured apparatus of 
unproductivity. It is based on politically -partisan talk -show radio hosts who are spons ored 
by or affiliated to opposition political parties. In St. Vincent and the Grenadines, its 
headquarters is NDP -FM, otherwise mistakenly called ñNICE Radioò. The complaining 
industry has a veritable factory for the manufacture of complaints, mainly uncon nected to 
truth or the real world; it thrives on the stylizing of facts, half - truths, untruths, innuendos, 
and specious falsehoods.  



The complaining industry has paid producers of complaints. They are supported by an 
informal network of distributors. Indeed , some of them are own -account producers of a 
lesser order than those who reside at the Headquarters. The complaining industry is 
intimately connected to the opposition New Democratic Party (NDP). Indeed, this partyôs 

leading members are among the principa l contributors and overseers of the complaining 
industry.  

TRIVIA AND THE COMPLAINING INDUSTRY  

The complaining industry thrives on trivia. Unable to attack coherently or at all the 
philosophy, central tenets, and overall performance of the ULP government, the complainers 

focus on trivial matters in which the proverbial dance canôt pay for the light. To be sure, we 
must ñget the small things rightò as Comrade Ralph has pleaded. But trivia and small things 
are different. In any event, ther e are always small things to be put right in the nature of life 
and production. At the same time, the big things must be accomplished for genuine 
development. The complainers shy away from the big ticket items of the ULP in the same 
manner that jumbie avoi ds holy water. The complainers tackle the big issues on such a low 

road that they demean themselves further in the process.  

THE COMPLAINERS ARE FAILURES  

The principal producers in the complaining industry are almost all failures. And those who 
are not, hav e personal grievances against the ULP which they have sought to elevate into 
public policy. They have entered public life for entirely the wrong reasons.  

When you listen to, or read, the following from the complaining industry, do you know:  

 

1.  That one is a failed businessman, music entrepreneur and a one -time occupant of a 
foreign jail?  

2.  That a daily propagandist is a convicted felon who subsequently has been adjudged 
by the High Court in civil and criminal cases to be a purveyor of falsehood?  

3.  That one of the m, a pharmacist, the less said about him the better?  
4.  That one, a self -proclaimed know -all has never succeeded at anything including his 

treatment of the English language?  
5.  That another has a height in inverse proportion to his intellect, unfit even for meni al 

tasks at say, an insurance company or some such corporate enterprise?  
6.  That one a columnist, and lawyer by profession, has hardly even won a Court case, a 

total undisciplined waste of an intellect?  
 

 And so the list goes on! The point is thus amply made.  
 
COMPLAINTS AND LEARNED HELPLESSNESS  

A hall -mark of the complainers is their sense of hopelessness and helplessness. They speak 
and write mountains of words but no developmental narrative emerges. They sup at the 
fountain of learned helplessness. They follow  their political leader, Arnhim Eustace, who 
never finds a single reason to do something but many reasons never to do anything. They 
see only problems, not solutions. Idleness and a lack of success in achieving anything 
paralyse them from acting positively . 

They encourage their supporters to deny any personal responsibility for any difficulties they 
may face. They blame it all on Ralph, Ralph, Ralph! Anything which goes wrong in their 
lives, it is Ralphôs fault! This nonsense has become a central doctrine of the complainers.  



COMPLAINING AND PULL DOWN  

The partisan complaining industry sets about pulling -down persons who do not join them in 
their folly. So they verbally abuse pastors and priests, union leaders (Noel Jackson, Lloyd 

Small and Burns Bonadie), suc cessful executives (Thornley Myers, Lennox Bowman, Joel 
Providence and Garth Saunders), high - ranking police officers (Keith Miller, Pompey and 
Lockhart), sports administrators, Ministers of Government, the Governor General, and 
above -all the Prime Minister . 

Some have had to pay for their mouths in the Law Courts. Others undoubtedly have their 
just desserts coming.  

The complaining industry misses one central point: Our people are essentially good -natured 
and do not like this pulling -down. They may laugh at i t, but they do not like it.  

ASSOCIATES OF COMPLAINERS  

The politically -partisan complainers seek out possible associates in civil society organizers. 
Here and there a few unsuspecting ones join their bandwagon. A few others with political 
axes to grind and personal vanities/agendas to accommodate jump aboard this disreputable 
train of complainers. These are classic petit -bourgeois opportunists who are liable to jump 
anywhere at anytime and against whom a principled, progressive outfit like the ULP must be 
on  the alert.  

BELITTLING ACHIEVEMENTS  

A core approach of the politically -partisan complaining industry is to belittle the phenomenal 
achievements of the ULP government. So, they deny the existence of the Education, 
Housing and Wellness Revolutions. They deny  and distort the splendid economic record of 
the ULP government in creating more jobs, in reducing poverty; in consolidating and 
improving our fiscal condition, and in taking care of the elderly. They treat the Canouan Jet 
Airport as no achievement and the y down -play the massive significance of the International 
Airport being constructed at Argyle.  

We say let the complainers complain. The ULP will continue to deliver quality goods, 
services and projects to the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Let t hem talk false 
words. We would demonstrate truth in action.  

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

Issue ï March 13th , 2009  

TEACHERS BENEFIT FROM EDUCATION REVOLUTION  

 

 
 

45 MORE TEACHERS WITH DEGREES  
 

On Friday March 06, 2009, the University of the West of England at Bristol, United Kingdom, 
conferred the degree of Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Leadership and Management in 



Primary Schools on forty -five (45) principals, deputy principals and senior qualified primary 
school teachers, at the Methodist Church in Kingstown.  It was a magnificent, joyous day for 
the teachers, their families, students, the Ministry of Education, the Prime Minister, the 
Education Revolution, and the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. The occasion was 

further evidence of the abundant benef its which have accrued to teachers from the 
Education Revolution, fashioned and implemented by, and through, the Unity Labour Party 
government. Selvanus Thomas, one of the graduates who spoke on his colleaguesô behalf, 
expressed profound gratitude to the P rime Minister, the government and the Education 
Revolution for their continued excellent work in the field of education.  

We, in turn, congratulate the teachers and reaffirm our love for them. They have performed 

with discipline, commitment, professionalism  and scholarship. Forty - five of them started the 
full twenty - four month degree programme. Forty -five finished the course successfully. It 
was instruction by way of distance and face -to - face education. In the process they have 
acquired, additionally, more t han adequate skills in the area of Information Communication 
Technology (ICT). The programme was financed by the European Union and the 
Government of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  

This batch of teachers adds to another group of forty who graduated simila rly with 
Bachelors degrees last year in various fields of education, again by distance and face -to -
face training, but this time through the University of the West Indies. By the end of May 
2009, it is expected that over 270 primary school teachers out of a  total of just over 1,000 
would be university graduates. In 2001, there were four or five such graduates in the 
primary schools. The Education Revolution is expanding, consolidating, and developing 
further. It is simply majestic!  

TEACHER TRAINING  

In additi on to the evolving and developing teacher training at the St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Teachersô College, there has been training galore for teachers. Let us list some 
of it, recently completed or continuing:  

 

1.  Development and Commissioning of a High Stak es Test Items Bank for Primary and 
Secondary Education (Cambridge Education in association with CXC): This involves 
the harnessing of the skills of those teachers who were trained in test item 
development.  

2.  Post -Graduate Diploma in Education Management for 30 Secondary School 
Principals, Vice -Principals and Heads of Department  [University of Technology in 
Jamaica conducted this programme which was completed in March 2007].  

3.  Procurement of Software Licences for Teaching/Learning of Language Arts.  Teachers 
have  benefitted in their delivery.  

4.  Remedial Education Strategies ñCertificate in Learning Support with Emphasis on 
Literacy and Numeracy for 100 Primary and Secondary School Teachers:  Sixty - five 

teachers graduated in November, 2008.  
5.  Phonics Workshops:  Phonics workshops for 160 Kindergarten and Grade 1 teachers 

were conducted in August 2008 in support of the introduction of the reading material 
into schools.  

6.  Comp TIA Microsoft A+ Certification Training and Needs Assessment ï Science and 
Technology Curriculum:  The St. Vincent and the Grenadines Community College 
delivered training to 10 participants under the second phase of A+ Training for 
Secondary School Teachers which started in July 2008.  



7.  In -Service Training Workshops ï Science, Maths, ICT, Arts and Craft, Dr ama, Music 
and English Language:  A training workshop for 25 secondary ICT teachers was 
conducted by Illuminat of Barbados in August 2007. Similarly, two training 
workshops for Creative Arts (19 secondary teachers and 37 primary teachers) in July 

2007. Two training workshops for 60 secondary level science teachers of Life and 
Earth Sciences and Physical Sciences in April 2008. A one -week workshop for 
secondary level Math teachers was conducted. A three -day workshop for 25 
secondary teachers of music was cond ucted by the Errol Barrow Centre for the 
Creative Arts in August 2008.  

8.  Training for 15 Special Needs Education (SNE) Teachers: Fourteen of these 
graduated in November 2008.  

9.  Diploma/Certificate Training for 20 Adult Educators:  Eighteen persons received the 
Special Certificate in Adult and Continuing Education from the University of 
Technology in Jamaica in November 2008.  

10.  Early Childhood Training:  Twenty -seven persons successfully completed the 
programme and are now certified by the NCTVET of Jamaica.  

11.  Special ist Teachers: Thirty - four undergraduate scholarships available to secondary 

school teachers have been awarded. Twenty -four additional teachers have been 
awarded fellowships. To date 24 teachers have been awarded fellowships. To date 24 
teachers have comple ted their degree programmes and have been placed in 
secondary schools throughout St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  

12.  Technical Vocational Education:  Two fellowships were awarded in 2007, one person 
accepted but was unable to complete the training. So, short - te rm training is being 
done for teachers in Technical Vocational Education and one person is to be trained 
at the Mastersô level. 

13.  Teacher Education at the Masters; level:  Four such fellowships were awarded. They 
have successfully completed their studies and are at Teachersô College and St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines College ï Arts and Sciences.  

14.  Training of Uncertified Graduate Teacher: Twenty fellowships for untrained graduate 
teachers were awarded in December 2008. The teachers started their trai ning on 
February 02, 2009. The training is being delivered via mixed mode by the University 
of Nottingham of the United Kingdom.  

15.  Training of Principals:  Thirty principals commenced training in November 2008 with 
the University of the West of England by mix ed-mode modality leading to a Post -
graduate certificate in Instructional Leadership. This is a one -year programme.  

16.  Curriculum Development Training:  Nine fellowships at the Mastersô level have been 
awarded to personnel and prospective personnel of the Curriculum Unit of Ministry of 

Education. The areas of studies are: Curriculum Policy, Early Childhood 
Development, Guidance and Counselling, and Special Education. The awardee in 
Early Childhood Education will start in Septemb er 2009.  

17.  Education Planning Training:  Four persons have received fellowships to pursue 
studies leading to a Mastersô Degree in Education Planning. They have successfully 
completed their training recently.  

18.  In -Service Pedagogical Training for Uncertified Gra duate and Non -Graduate 

Teachers:  Thirteen passed; 1 referred; 2 withdrawn from the Graduate Category. 
Non -graduates: 3 passed; 2 referred. UWI did the training. Those referred will 
complete in June 2009.  

19.  Professional Development Grant Programme:  Twenty -nin e teachers have benefitted 
from this.  

20.  Literacy training at Undergraduate level: Teachers sat their final exams in December 

2008. Results from UWI are on their way.  
21.  Massive $47 million ICT Programme  which includes training is now being rolled out.  



22.  ICT Progr ammes through Ministry of Technology:  Dozens of teachers benefit from 
these programmes.  

23.  Teachers at Universities: Dozens of teachers are at universities all over the world on 
other specific training/education programmes in particular subject areas. Generou s 

study leave, scholarships, grants, and loan programmes facilitate it all.  
 

SUMMATION  
 
Never in St. Vincent and the Grenadinesô history have teachers been engaged in such 
massive university training/education programmes. All this is additional to salary 
enh ancements through reclassification, salary increases, bonuses and improved conditions 
of work.  

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

Issue ï March 6th , 2009  

ULP IN DEFENCE OF POOR AND WORKING PEOPLE  

 

 

ELDERLY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME  
 
Last Tuesday (February 24th) in Parliament, Prime Ministe r Ralph Gonsalves announced the 
introduction of an Elderly Assistance Benefit (EAB) programme financed by the National 
Insurance Services. This non -contributory benefit will be available to 300 elderly persons at 

a value of $37.50 weekly paid fortnightly. It will cost the NIS $585,000.00 every year. This 
EAB is being introduced to assist vulnerable persons at this time of immense economic 
challenge which has come upon us from outside St. Vincent and the Grenadines. It is 
absolutely amazing that the oppositi on NDP through Arnhim Eustace has voiced opposition 
to helping the elderly poor!  

THE CRITERIA FOR EAB  

The criteria or guidelines for the EAB are as follows: -  

1.  The person must have been 45 years or older on January 05, 1987. In other words, 
67 years old today.  

2.  The person: - 
(a) Must not be engaged in remunerative employment;  

(b) Must not have a similar income or benefit such as a pension, public assistance or 
other such NIS benefit;  
(c) Must not have regular income from any other source.  

3.  The person must have been actively employed in the informal or seasonal sector for 
a number of years.  

4.  The person must have satisfied the residency requirement.  
5.  The residency requirements at the date of a claim  for the EAB are as follows: -  (i) The 

person must be a resident of St. Vincent and the Grenadines;  
(ii) He/she must have been a resident of St. Vincent and the Grenadines for at least 
four (4) of the last five (5) years;  



(iii) He/she must have been residen t in St. Vincent and the Grenadines for at least 
25 years since their twentieth birthday.  

 
EAB AMONG OTHERS  

 
The Elderly Assistance Benefit (EAB) is the most recent of a long line of benefits which the 
ULP government has paid to the poor and the working peop le, including: - 

1.  Salary/wage increases and bonuses every year for public sector employees.  
2.  Improvements in benefits under the new Protection of Employment Act, the 

severance pay Act.  

3.  Increases in minimum wages for all categories of workers. This has been do ne twice 
in eight years under the ULP (it is being done under the ULP at least once every 
three years) and once in 17 years under the NDP.  

4.  Abundant benefits under the Education Revolution from early childhood to university 
level.  

5.  Low- income, and now, no - income housing, progammes.  

6.  Home -Help Programme for the Elderly.  
7.  Improved health services nation -wide including at the hospital.  
8.  Sharp increases in public assistance payments from the central government.  
9.  Significant increases in NIS pensions and other benefit s. 
10.  Cost -of -Living Support of $20 monthly for persons on public assistance, the Non -

Contributory Aged Assistance Pension (NAAP) from the NIS, and the lowly paid (daily 
paid) workers in the central government.  

11.  Transportation subsidies for school children fro m poor, working people families.  
12.  An extended Text Book Loan Programme at schools.  
13.  The Micro -Enterprises Loan Programme through the National Commercial Bank.  
14.  The 100 percent mortgage loan -programme for public servants, teachers, nurses, 

policemen/women at t he state -owned National Commercial Bank.  
15.  Reducing the extent of personal income taxes as never before.  
16.  Job creation of over 8,000 jobs between the years 2000 and 2008.  

 
JOB CREATION UNDER ULP  
 

The statistics show that between 1991 and early 2001 when the ULP  took office, 
unemployment under the then NDP government increased from 8,238 persons to 9,258 or 

from 19.8 percent of the labour force to 21.1 percent thereof.  

In the 10 -year period, 1991 to 2001, of the NDP government, the Census shows that only 
1,079 jo bs were created or 108 jobs every year, net. Because the active population 15 
years and above increased by 2,097, it meant an increase in the rate of unemployment 
since fewer jobs than that increase in the active population were created. That is a truly 
te rrible record by the NDP. In 2001 when the next Census is done we will see the extent to 

which the ULP has made a significant dent in unemployment.  

Until that Census is taken in 2011, we note that the figures of ACTIVE EMPLOYEES on the 
NIS have increased sharply from 29,959 in the year 2000 to 37,047 in 2008, an increase of 
7,088 persons or a 23.6 percent increase. Indeed, if you take all the numbers for the year 
2000: active employees (29,959), employers (1,820) and self -employeds (344), they are 
8,399 less than the figures for the comparable categories for the year 2008: active 

employees (37,047), employers (2,141) and self -employeds (1,101).  



So, under the ULP not only have more jobs been created (7,088) but so t oo there are more 
employers and self -employed persons than under the NDP. All told, 8,399 persons. Splendid 
work, ULP.  

SAFETY NET AND POVERTY REDUCTION  

Recently, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) conducted its routine Article IV 
Consultation with St. V incent and the Grenadines. In its Concluding Statement on February 
12, 2009, the IMF Mission stated:  

 

ñThe government has made progress in pursuing social and poverty reduction goals. The 
Mission welcomes the ongoing efforts to mitigate the hardships faced  by vulnerable groups 
through social programsò. 
Interestingly, the ULP government has done so without sacrificing its commitment to fiscal 
consolidation. Listen to the IMFôs Concluding Statement again: 

 

ñThe central governmentôs fiscal position has been strengthening since 2005. Iin 2008 the 
fiscal deficit was lowered to 1.7 percent of GDP and a primary surplus achievedé 
ñThe government has made progress in fiscal consolidation in recent years but faces a 
challenging environment.ò 

HISTORIC ULP ACHIEVEMENTS  

No government in the history of St. Vincent and the Grenadines has advanced the cause of 
the poor and the working people like the ULP administration has done from 2001 to 2009, 
and continuing. It is our governmentôs central narrative to defend and promote the interests 
of the poor and the working people and the nation as a whole. Those who considereth the 
poor receive Godôs blessings. That is why the ULP is blessed. That is why it looks on 
tempests and is never shaken!  

* ***********************************  

 

 

Issue ï February 27th , 2009  

STANFORD, 20-20 HINDSIGHT AND FORESIGHT  

 

 

FALLING GIANT  

 
The financial empire of Sir Allen Stanford is falling; in fact, crumbling under the weight of 
the allegations of fraud made by the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) of the 
United States of America through court documents on Tuesday February 17, 2009. At the 
centre of this alleged fraud is the Antigua -based off -shore Stanford International Bank and 
associated companies of the Stanford Financial Group. That bank has been placed into 

receivership by th e Financial Services Regulatory Authority of Antigua and Barbuda. All of 
the Stanford Groupôs international holdings have been placed under the control of a receiver 
in the USA and, in an extraordinary exercise of extra - territorial jurisdictional sweep, al l the 



assets frozen by the American courts. The American FBI is on Stanfordôs trail and there is 
open talk of possible criminal charges. A mini -showdown is evidently in the offing between 
the Antiguan and American authorities over their respective jurisdic tional boundaries. No 
doubt they would cooperate with each other sensibly to protect depositors and investors. In 

all this it must be emphasised that the SEC has made allegations of fraud. Nothing is so 
proven as yet in the Courts.  

Outside of the American and Antiguan offshore net is the on -shore commercial bank, the 
Bank of Antigua Limited, regulated by the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) of which 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines is a member. Or course, assets or investments held 
overseas by the Bank o f Antigua are likely to be subject to the American freeze. No doubt, 

too, the ECCB would seek those assets and investments for the non -Stanford depositors and 
investors in the Bank of Antigua.  

MEANWHIILE 20 - 20 HINDSIGHT  

Meanwhile, many of those who have be en in awe of Stanfordôs garish and glitzy 20-20 
Cricket are engaging in a finger -pointing 20 -20 hindsight, often to exculpate themselves 
from this horrendous disaster of a financial collapse. Indeed, some who have profited from 
Stanfordôs largesse, including some Caribbean politicians, are heard to be exclaiming: ñIt is 
too good to be true.ò Indeed, some of them are going to all lengths to re-write history and 
distance themselves from Stanford.  

Amidst all of this historical re -writing no finger of shame can  be pointed at the principled 
Unity Labour Party and its leader, Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves. The Comrade is one of 
the few Caribbean politicians who was never dazzled by Stanford and his wealth. In fact he 
firmly and publicly opposed Stanford on the LI AT-Caribbean Star issue and on the Stanford 
Development Fund. As a consequence, Stanford financed the opposition NDP before, and in 
the immediate run -up to, the 2005 General Elections. Comrade Ralph made this specific 
allegation in Parliament. Indeed, he t old the Leader of the Opposition, Arnhim Eustace, to 
his face in the House that Eustace himself visited Stanfordôs bank in Antigua to collect 

campaign money on a particular Saturday. On that very Saturday Comrade Ralph was 
meeting Prime Minister Baldwin Sp encer of Antigua -Barbuda at his office in Antigua 
discussing the saving of LIAT from the clutches of Caribbean Star. Eustace was invited to 
deny the Comradeôs statement about Stanfordôs campaign money but he failed and/or 
refused to do so.  

LIAT STIL FLYING  

A major part of Stanfordôs master-plan was to control not only Antigua -Barbuda but the air 
space of the Caribbean through the Caribbean Star and Caribbean Sun airlines. Through 
predatory pricing, the mimicking of LIATôs schedule, and the use or misuse of certain 
Caribbean politicians and journalists, the Stanford empire sought to take LIAT out of the 
skies. But through the leadership of Comrade Ralph ably supported by Robin Yearwood of 
the previous Bird administration in Antigua, Prime Minister Baldwin Spe ncer, Prime Minister 

Owen Arthur of Barbados, and some financial input by PM Manning of Trinidad and Tobago, 
LIAT survived. In this venture the overwhelming support of Caribbean people, including 
Vincentians, to Comrade Ralphôs efforts, was MOST IMPORTANT. As the Comrade told the 
boastful Stanford in one eventful encounter  ñIf money were everything, the Americans 
would not have lost the war in Vietnamò. Stanford came to realise this and amidst the 
mounting losses of Caribbean Star, LIAT purchased the assets  of Star.  

In and out of Parliament in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Arnhim Eustace and the 
Opposition NDP vociferously attacked Ralph and the ULP for putting money in LIAT and for 



leading the fight to save it. They ran the Stanford line:  ñLet LIAT collapse, there is another 
airline to carry people.ò These visionless leaders of the NDP could not and did not see the 
correctness of the strategy in saving and restructuring LIAT for the Caribbean people. But 
for the efforts of Ralph and his colleagues there wo uld be no airline to carry us across the 

region. Caribbean Star, like all Stanfordôs assets, would have been frozen on the ground. 

NOW FOR 20 -20 FORESIGHT  

While it is necessary and desirable to engage in a historical review of this regionôs embrace 
of Stan ford so as to avoid similar future errors, it is insufficient for our peopleôs advance. As 
a region we must look forward with 20 -20 clarity, perfect vision!  

Central to this is the prospective take -over of the Bank of Antigua by five indigenous banks 
from t he OECS, including the National Commercial Bank of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
These five banks combined with the regulatory efforts by the ECCB and the leadership of 
the Governments of St. Vincent and the Grenadines and Antigua -Barbuda have embarked 
on a veritable revolution in commercial banking in the OECS. This effort presages a 
necessary and desirable combination or amalgamation of the indigenous banks in the OECS 
into a formidable outfit, capable of going further regional, and even international.  

RELY ON THE PEOPLE  

Stanford came as a mirage. The people of the sub - region remained steadfast. He sought to 
take LIAT out of the sky; the people led by progressive leaders bought Caribbean Starôs 
assets and kept LIAT flying. Stanford came with his banks be aring ñmiraclesò but a group of 

indigenous commercial banks in these small islands are about to purchase his Bank of 
Antigua. What a peopleôs marvel! This is what the ULP always teaches: Trust in God and the 
people, not in these visiting financial missiona ries!  

 

* ***********************************  

 

Issue ï February 20th , 2009  
 

TOGETHER NOW AND BIPARTISANSHIP  

 
 

USA AND SVG  
 
President Barack Obama of the USA is learning that his ñtogether nowò bipartisanship will 
not succeed with the divisive Republicans in the Congress, on Fox TV, and right -wing talk -
radio hosted by the likes of the over -bearingly self - righteous Sean Hannity and Rush 

Limbaugh. He is learning that the ñtogether nowò approach has to be over the heads of the 
divisive politicians with a consensus -building, people -centred politics . In fact, there is a 
need to isolate the divisive opposition politicians and their pals on talk - radio. Isolate them; 
reduce any influence they may have; and prod them to be even more ridiculously bitter and 
desperate.  

Obama wined and dined all the Republi cans in Congress; he led a charm offensive on 
Capitol Hill; he mobilised every legitimate tool available to him. Still, not a single Republican 
Congressman/woman voted for the Stimulus Package in the House; and only three 
ñmoderateò Republican Senators went with him in the Senate. Yet nearly 60 percent of 



American public support the Package and so, too, almost every main -stream economist. 
Indeed, the divisive wing of the Republican Party is already targeting the three moderate 
Senators for replacement in th e elections in 2010.  

In St. Vincent and the Grenadines, the ULPôs ñTogether Nowò approach was swiftly scorned 
by the power -hungry, divisive NDP opposition. They want none of it while hypocritically 
asserting the contrary. Their radio and newspaper propagan dists, who have absolutely no 
popular influence, are driving them further from reasonableness. Meanwhile, the ULP 
administration has been busy at building a ñtogether nowò consensus nationally with the 
people on all the major issues. In the process, the di visive opportunists are being correctly 
isolated.  

THE BACK - DROP  

In politically competitive societies like the USA and SVG partisanship is normal. Indeed, the 
very word ñpartyò implies partisanship. The issue therefore is not partisanship itself but the 
ext ent of this partisanship. In a small country like St. Vincent and the Grenadines there is a 
tendency for the partisanship to be both sharper and, contradictorily, less so due to the 
social nearness of people to each other. Personal vanities run deeper but at the same time 
social bonds are stronger. Antagonisms assume a greater immediacy; at the same time 
mediating friendships blunt the sharper antagonistic edges.  

This complex business is further complicated by the fact that the State apparatus in St. 
Vincen t and the Grenadines commands a greater role or presence relatively in the allocation 
of scarce resources. So, for many persons their relationship to the institutions of the State is 
vital in the process of resource mobilisation and allocation. For some ot hers, it is a question 
of ñstatusò, defined in terms of social estimation of honour. Still for others, it is the oxygen 
for competitive politics in a Machiavellian sense. And for some others more, their quest for 
authority in the state apparatus is an oppo rtunity to do good for and with the people. The 
intensity of competitive politics has the potential of being the very game itself, not a means 
for nobler purposes.  

COMPETITIVENESS AND TOLERANCE  

Political competition and partisanship ought never to degenera te into intolerance; it ought 
never to engender an anti -national spirit; and never must there be a descent into a 
vainglorious personal abuse or tribal political violence. Often, issues are so fundamental to 
the national well -being that political elites ou ght to be careful in being divisive. Indeed, on 
the big issues partisanship should be eschewed; and consensus ought to be sought, 
particularly when real differences are small.  

To be sure, if the differences are in principle significant it is expected that robust, though 
respectful, discourse would ensue from all sides.  

ULPôS RECORD 

The ULP has a splendid record in building a ñtogether nowò consensus with the people as a 
whole. Several initiatives are relevant here. They include: - 

1.  The broadcast of all Parliamentary proceedings live, on two radio stations and on TV. 
This is a first in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  

2.  The publication of important Bills in newspapers before their presentation to the 

House or their availability electronically to all interest ed persons. This is a first in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.  



3.  The regular, almost routine, use of the Select Committee procedure for consideration 
of important Bills for Parliament. Other stakeholders are invited. All this is new to St. 
Vincent and the Gr enadines; first time under ULP.  

4.  The nation -wide consultation on vital laws. This is a first in St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines.  
5.  The establishment of the broad -based National Economic and Social Development 

Council (NESDEC) in which civil society has the lea dership. The NESDEC for example, 
fashioned the Poverty Reduction Strategy which the Government is implementing. 
NESDEC has formulated a Social Contract between Government and Civil Society. 
NESDEC exists by virtue of statute law. The opposition NDP has ple dged to repeal it.  

6.  The establishment of several broad -based consultative mechanisms in many areas of 
public policy such as health, education, physical planning, housing, constitution 
reform, and so forth.  

7.  The application of the principle of non -discriminat ion on political or other such 
grounds in the employment practices of the State.  

8.  A truly independent system of award of tenders for governments contract.  
9.  A truly national and non -discriminatory basis for the award of scholarships, 

bursaries, grants and stu dent loans especially those for disadvantaged persons which 
guarantees are signed by the Minister of Finance.  

10.  The building generally of a culture of openness and transparency.  
 

FINAL COMMENT  
 
Under the ULP administration, the children and families of top NDP  supporters have been 
put in top -notch positions in the State administration. Several persons who have been 
antagonistic to the ULP and the Comrade have been promoted. The ULP and its leader bear 
no malice to anyone. That is the foundation of  ñTogether Nowò which we practice duly for 
our nationôs benefit. 

 

* ***********************************  

 

 

Issue ï February 13th , 2009  
 

KEEP THE ULP THERE  

 

 

Only an NDP fanatic or a Ralph -hater would say that the ULP government has not performed 
very well since 2001. We were re -elected in 2005 on the slog ans ñULP: Better by Farò and 

ñKeep the Comrade Thereò. 
 
Since 2005 the ULP has performed even better than between 2001 and December 2005. Let 
us list a few things accomplished since the end of 2005.  

 

1.  Construction of the Rabacca Bridge.  
2.  Construction of the Canouan Jet Airport  



3.  Construction of seven new schools (three secondary and four primary)  
4.  The further extension of several secondary schools.  
5.  The completion of the bulk of the reconstruction of the Windward Highway.  
6.  Most rapid 3 -year per iod (2006 -2008) of real economic growth since 1984, that is to 

say, an annual average economic growth of 5.6 percent (In 2006, growth of 7.58 
percent; in 2007, growth of 6.97 percent; and in 2008, an estimated growth of 2.18 
percent).  

7.  The start -up of the M odern Medical Complex at Georgetown. It is due for completion 
by year end, 2009.  

8.  The start -up of the historic Argyle International Airport. This is due for completion at 
the end of 2011.  

9.  The consolidation of the many -sided multi -million Education Revolutio n.  
10.  The continuation of the Housing Revolution, for example, houses at Clare Valley, and 
Manning Village in Byera. The ñNo Incomeò Housing Project is about to start. 

11.  The launch of the Wellness Revolution; the massive improvements in public health 
and primar y health care; and the expansion of quality health services at the Hospital. 
The Hospital, however, needs to be better managed.  

12.  The construction and renovation of several police stations.  
13.  The construction of the Arnos Vale Cricket Facility.  
14.  The continuatio n of work on the Cross Country Road: Byera to Fergusson was built; 

all the technical work is being completed; and the actual link -road between Rose Hall 
and Fergusson is due to start in August 2009.  

15.  The construction of two more learning Resource Centres an d the planned 
construction of three more.  

16.  The building of the Archives and Documentation Centre.  
17.  The construction of the Modern Library. It is due for completion by May 2009.  
18.  The launch of a $47 million Information Technology Project in Post -Secondary 

Education.  
19.  The implementation of a $20 million Private Sector Development Project by the 

Centre for Enterprise Development.  
20.  The start -up and completion of the Lowmans Bay Power Station Project of an eight 

megawatts plant.  
21.  The elaboration and practical implemen tation of alternative energy projects in wind, 

solar, and geo -thermal.  
22.  The rehabilitation of several playing fields and sport facilities throughout St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines.  
23.  The further expansion of pipe -borne water and electrification to hundreds of  homes 

in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  
24.  The completion of the Kingstown Technical Centre on Bishopôs College grounds. 
25.  The completion of the Windward Water Project.  
26.  The building of the NBC -API Headquarters.  
27.  The restoration of the Radio 705 AM facility.  
28.  The construction of the NIS Headquarters.  
29.  The construction of the Modern Financial Services Complex at Reigate.  

30.  The completion of Phase I of the Modern Correctional Facility at Belle Isle to hold 
nearly 300 minimum -security prisoners.  

31.  The further developme nt of Victoria Park.  
32.  The near -completion of the Modern Customs Building.  
33.  The near -completion of the Owia Fishing Complex.  
34.  The near -completion of the Agricultural Training Institute.  

35.  Massive strides in the reduction of hard -core poverty.  
36.  The near -completion  of the Constitutional Reform Project.  
37.  The consolidation and expansion of the National HIV/AIDS Project.  



38.  The full implementation of the Modern Passport Project.  
39.  The securing of massive debt relief ($180 million) at the Ottley Hall Project.  
40.  The continued mo dernisation and reform of the Police Force.  
41.  The Reclassification of Public Servants, Teachers and the Police.  

42.  The expansion and restructuring of the Cadet Force.  
43.  The launch and operationalisation of Pan Against Crime.  
44.  The enhancement of Maritime Operations . 
45.  The continuation of the Ottley Hall Commission of Enquiry.  
46.  The creation of many more jobs.  
47.  The further development of telecommunications.  
48.  The deepening of regional integration.  
49.  The implementation of a progressive and practical foreign policy.  
50.  The heighte ning of the war against drug traffickers and money -launderers. And there 

is much more of all these achievements.  
 

PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENTS  
 

Meanwhile the ULP government has facilitated significant private sector development. On 
the mainland, the most impressive is the huge resort at Buccament. But there are 
several others on St. Vincent including many by our enterprising nationals.  
In the Grenadines, on each island we witness impressive private sector investments , 
especially in tourism. They are all around us.  
The tax reduction programme for companies and individuals has made it easier for 
investors. Generally, St. Vincent and the Grenadines is improving as a place to do 
business.  
 
ANOTHER TERM FOR ULP  

 
The ULP is o n target for another term in office. The NDP has no leadership; they are a 

bunch of jokers. So, too, are their propagandists: Ken John, Bassy Alexander, E.G. Lynch, 
Dougie De Freitas, Matthew Thomas and Junior Bacchus. Imagine these people in 

government! T hat would be a disaster!  
 

* ***********************************  

Issue ï January 23rd , 2009  
 

REGIONAL RESPONSE TO ECONOMIC CHALLENGES  

 

OECS -ECCB SUMMIT  
 
On last Thursday and Friday (January 15th and 16th) the Heads of Government of the 
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) and the members of the Monetary Council 

of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (the ECCB) met in St. Kitts -Nevis in a joint Summit 
to consider the economic fall -out of the international economic crisis,  to assess the 
consequences for the member -countries of the OECS, and to chart an appropriate joint 
response to the immense challenges before our sub - region. Although, Prime Minister, Dr. 
The Hon. Ralph E. Gonsalves is currently neither the Chairman of the  OECS nor Chairman of 
the Monetary Council, the Summit unanimously named him as its Chairman. Indeed, Prime 
Minister Gonsalves, Grenadian Prime Minister Tillman Thomas (Chairman currently of the 
OECS), Antiguan Finance Minister Errol Cort (currently Chairm an of the Monetary Council), 
the Director -General of the OECS, and the Governor of the ECCB have been named as 



members of he OECS -ECCB Task Force to provide oversight and coordination of the 
implementation of an agreed -upon Action Plan. Our own Dr. Gonsalv es has been appointed 
Chairman of this Task Force.  

THE ISSUES  

At the Summit each Head of Government of the OECS reported on the responses which 
each country has initiated to address the current economic condition. The Governor of the 
ECCB, Sir Dwight Venne r, detailed the work of the Central Bank in this special period and 
reported on the monetary and financial system. The Acting Director -General of the OECS, 
Randy Cato, gave an overview of the OECS Secretariatôs role thus far. 

Sir Dwight assured the Summit that the ECCB is taking all necessary steps to maintain and 
preserve the stability of the currency and financial system. Further, the ECCB is keeping in 
very close touch with developments in the regional and international financial community. 
The ECCB has drawn up contingency plans to address any possible issue that may arise and 
it is in constant contact with the banking sector within the Currency Union.  

The Summit reviewed and elaborated a bundle of proposals focussed on the following: 
Tourism, Constructi on, Air and Sea Transportation, Fisheries, Energy, Social Safety Nets, 
Fiscal and Tax measures, bulk procurement of essential production inputs, the 
strengthening of domestic policy and institutional arrangements to facilitate the programme, 
and the transi tional institutional arrangements for addressing the economic crisis, financing 
public sector investment, and the acceleration of the push towards an OECS Economic Union 
by December 2009.  

TOURISM  

The Summit analysed the current Tourism situation and agreed  on the following measures 
for the short term:  

1.  The provision of a short term tax relief package to the tourism industry tailored to 
the circumstances of each country, on condition that the industry takes proactive 
measures to preserve employment levels, in crease operating efficiency, and reduce 
operating costs;  

2.  Strengthen markedly the government - tourism industry partnership in supporting 
marketing, product enhancement and other facilitating actions.  

For the medium - to - long term in the tourism industry, the S ummit agreed to:  

1.  The establishment, in principle, of an Executive Committee of OECS Tourism 
Ministers and an OECS Tourism Authority to address a series of matters designed to 
lift the industry. Detailed work is to be done, including costings, for these 
ins titutions.  

2.  Support, in principle, a US $3 levy on airline tickets for persons travelling to the 
OECS and the rest of the Caribbean countries from overseas markets, provided that 

other Caribbean countries agree so to do, in order to finance a tourism market ing 
campaign for a regional brand.  

3.  Strengthen the linkages between tourism and agriculture. A meeting of Ministers of 
Finance, Tourism, Agriculture, OECS and ECCB will take place soon via video 
conferencing.  
 

CONSTRUCTION  

 



The Summit emphasised the importanc e of the construction sector to recent economic 
activity and was of the view that this sector is important in leading the recovery effort.  

Accordingly, in early March 2009, a sub - regional meeting on this matter will be held in St. 

Vincent and the Grenadine s involving the Ministers of Finance, Works, and Housing, the 
private construction sector, the banking sector, the Caribbean Development Bank, and the 
ECCB to craft a strategy for ensuring that the construction sector makes an even greater 
contribution to the economy.  

FISHERIES  

The importance of the fisheries sector has been insufficiently appreciated; its potential as a 
growth sector in the OECS is huge. A coordinated plan of action is to be implemented. 
Alongside agriculture it is a vital sector for food security. Agriculture is being coordinated 
through CARICOM.  

TRANSPORTATION  

The Summit mandated the OECS Secretariat to explore with the Regional Councils of 
Martinique and Guadeloupe, the opportunities for expanding the fast ferry service, which 
currently includes Dominica and St. Lucia, to other OECS countries. Member -States will also 
continue to push for the fast ferry service initiative led by Trinidad and Tobago for the 
OECS. 

The Summit also agreed that work should be accelerated on the earlier ECCB -pro posal for 

the establishment of an OECS Distribution and Transportation Company (ODTC).  

Work, too, is to be quickened on the collaboration of regional airlines especially Caribbean 
Airlines and LIAT.  

SOCIAL SAFETY NET  

A series of safety net programmes in th e OECS were reviewed. The Summit agreed on their 
streamlining and improvement to serve better the targeted groups especially in these 
challenging times. A meeting of the relevant Ministries and stakeholders on this matter is to 
take place soon.  

FINANCING T HE GAP  

The financing of the Public Sector Investment Programme (PSIP) was discussed at length at 
the Summit. Clearly there has to be an accelerated hunt for grant funds and soft loans in 
this immediate period. The Task Force is mandated to seek further support and 
engagements with donor countries and agencies and those which allocate soft loans. The 
international private sector is to be targeted also on a sub - regional basis for lines of credit, 
financial support, and investment.  

CONCLUSIO N  

It was most interesting to note at the Summit that the philosophical and programmatic 
positions of the ULP government found favour in the region. We, too, from the ULP 
administration learnt from some specific innovations unveiled by some countries. The S t. 
Vincent and the Grenadines delegation to the Summit was comprised of: The Prime 
Minister; the Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Housing, Saboto Caesar; the 

Director General of Finance and Planning, Maurice Edwards; and the Director of the Regio nal 
Integration and Diaspora Unit (RIDU), Ambassador Ellsworth John.  



 

* ***********************************  

 

 

Issue ï January 16th , 2009  

THE FRAMEWORK FOR THE 2009 BUDGET  

 

(Extracts from recent 2009 Budget Speech by the Prime Minister) 

 
 

THE CENTRAL THEME  
 

The central theme of our Budget for the upcoming year revolves around continued socio -
economic development, competitiveness, and fiscal consolidation at a time of financial 
turmoil and economic uncertainty internationally. This countryôs monetary policy remains 
focussed on currency stability , an efficacious regulatory regime, economic growth, the 
containment of inflation, and fiscal consolidation. All this has been recently re -confirmed at 
the October 2008 meeting of the Monetary Council of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank.  

FISCAL STANCE  

On the fiscal side, more than ever, the Government remains committed to a counter -cyclical 
fiscal policy which is at once prudent and enterprising. Any other approach in these 
especially challenging economic circumstances would be folly in the short - term and  short -
sighted in the long - run. A pro -cyclical fiscal policy would merely hasten hardship and halt 
the prospect of an economic advance when the next up - turn occurs internationally. Indeed, 

a pro -cyclical fiscal policy is a path to economic ruin, especially  for the poor and working 
people, but also for the nation as a whole. Thus, my government rejects as a wholly bad 
idea, uttered by those who embrace a ñreckless conservatismò, that because of a 
supposedly short - term macro -economic compulsion, we must cut c apital spending on 
worthwhile public investment, especially in productive infrastructure, education, and health, 
or chop worthwhile social programmes designed to protect and advance our citizens, 

particularly the most vulnerable.  

At the same time, the admi xture of prudence and enterprise in fiscal policy and practice 
must become ever more refocused and creative to ensure continued socio -economic 
progress, sharpened business competitiveness, further tax reductions, targeted public 
sector investments, sensibl e debt management, fiscal consolidation, and overall macro -
economic stability. This Budget contains several initiatives, in addition to pre -existing ones, 
to achieve these commendable objectives.  

CENTRAL INITIATIVES  

Central to this bundle of creative initi atives and focussed continuity are the following: - 

1.  The deepening and consolidation of the Education Revolution, including a more rapid 

absorption of relevant know -how, technology, and applied science, for living and 
production.  



2.  An intensification of the wa r against poverty -  especially the seemingly intractable 
pockets thereof. This is vital in ensuring, too, an increased equity and an equality of 
opportunity in the society. The elderly, poor and economically -disadvantaged 
children constitute a special focu s for action.  

3.  The creation of more jobs, particularly quality jobs, and a continued reform of the 
labour market. These policy issues are inextricably bound, too, with the twin 
processes of rural transformation and rapid urbanisation.  

4.  The further reduction of taxation to the benefit of companies and individuals. 
Moreover, there will be a refashioning of the tax system to bolster business 
competitiveness, fairness and equity.  

5.  The provision of additional and targeted financing and incentives for the private 
sector in fishing, tourism, agriculture, the information technology industry, and 
specified manufacturing enterprises.  

6.  An emphasis on the National Food Production Plan and Rural Transformation.  
7.  A sharpened focus of the public sector investment programme on infrastructural 

enhancement linked directly to production, and on economic and human resources 
development, within the context of fiscal prudence. Indeed, this kind of sensible 

government spending also facilitates the private  sector in their investments in 
existing and newer industries.  

8.  A more robust mobilisation of direct private investment, from local, foreign and 
diaspora sources.  

9.  An appropriate and developmental National Energy Policy, including initiatives in 
alternative energy such as solar, wind, and geo - thermal.  

10.  A strategic focus on more efficient road transportation, airport and seaport 
development, air and sea transport.  

11.  A more profound deepening of regional integration within the OECS and CARICOM as 
a strategic imper ative.  

12.  An improved good governance apparatus including further public sector reform, the 
enhancement of the partnership between government and civil society, the final 
realisation of constitutional reform, and a proper maintenance of law, order, and 
nation al security.  

13.  The further broadening of a productive foreign policy, including that related to the 
economy and trade, which is at once principled, progressive and pragmatic.  

14.  The continuing quest to uplift the spirit, dream, and reality of our nation and our  
Caribbean civilisation. Our ñVincy Homecomingò venture for 2009 is thus vital in this 
regard.  
 

PEOPLEôS BUDGET 
 
So Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, my government is presenting its many -sided Budget 
for life, living, production, and efficacious economic mana gement. This is truly a ñPeopleôs 
Budgetò, a ñBudget Fit for the Challenging Times.ò All this, and more, will be encompassed 
in the National Social and Economic Development Plan, 2009 to 2025, which will be unveiled 
in the first quarter of 2009. Critical a ccompanying policy documents include the Interim 

Poverty Reduction Strategy, The Social Contract  hammered out in unison with civil society, 
The Draft Fiscal Covenant, The Strategic Plan for Rural Development,  and the evolving 
Strategic Plan for Urban Devel opment . 

 

* ***********************************  

 



 

Issue ï January 9th , 2009  

THE PUBLIC DEBT OF ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES  

 

(Extracts from recent Budget Speech by the Prime Minister) 

 

SIZE AND NATURE OF DEBT  
 
The outstanding public sector debt, that is, the public debt of the central gover nment and 
State enterprises, is estimated to have increased by $74.14 million when compared with the 
year ended December 31, 2007.  

The sources of the growth in the public debt over the past year are as follows: - 

1.  An additional loan of $40 million to the sta te -owned National Properties Limited from 
the National Insurance Services for the International Airport Development Company 
(IADC) in respect of the construction of the Argyle International Airport. This loan 
constitutes bridging finance for the IADC on th e airport project and is to be repaid 
from the sale of lands owned by National Properties. This loan is backed by a 
mortgage on some of these lands and by a government guarantee.  

2.  A loan of $14.6 million from the State -owned National Commercial Bank to the 
State -owned SVG Port Authority for the purchase of the crane now in use at the 
Campden Park Container Port. The amortisation of this loan is being done through 
the Petro Caribe agreement.  

3.  The disbursement of approximately $15.44 million for the Windward Hi ghway 
Rehabilitation and the Basic Education II projects financed by loans from the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB).  

4.  A 10 -year bond, at 8.5 percent interest, totaling $43.20 million issued on the 
international market. This bond was raised as part of the borrowing required to 
finance various projects in the Governmentôs public sector investment programme. 

5.  An increase in the sum outstanding for Treasury Bills on the RGSM, which went up by 
$12 million. These monies were used to  assist in the financing of the capital budget.  
 

ULP CUTS DEBT -TO - GDP RATIO  
 
Mr. Speaker, in 2001 when my government arrived here the public debt was 71 percent of 
GDP. Today, though higher in absolute terms, it is 67.4 percent of GDP. The challenge, as 
alwa ys, is the debt servicing which amounts to roughly one -quarter of governmentôs 
recurrent revenue in 2009. In the 2009 Budget, debt servicing will consume approximately 
$121 million but it is down by $3.7 million or a 3.0 percent decline from the current ye ar, 
2008.  

The details of the Public Debt are at Appendix I of the Estimates for 2009 at pages 655 to 
661, inclusive.  

Mr. Speaker, there are benchmarks on the Public Debt to which my government strives to 
adhere over the medium - to - long -term (2020), namely, a 60 percent debt -to -GDP ratio and 

a debt servicing indicator of 15 percent of recurrent revenue, within a context of a 
sustainable ratio of revenue collection to GDP. These benchmarks are sensible guidelines, 




