Issue T December 31st, 2008
PROGRESS IN 2008, PROGRESSIVE PLANS FOR 2009

(Extracts from recent Budget Speech by the Prime Minister)

THE YEAR 2008

In the year 2008, the ULP administration has consolidated and extended the Education
Revolution and Housing Revolution; launched the We lIness Revolution and enhanced the
delivery of health services; stepped up its war on poverty; made giant strides in airport
development; built up the physical infrastructure, including roads; created more jobs and

helped to grow the economy; unveiled furt her developmental initiatives in the productive
sectors; strengthened social security and national security; further consolidated and
improved the fiscal condition of the central government operations; encouraged and

facilitated in practical terms business and investment, both local and foreign; evolved a

sensi ble energy policy; l'ifted our nationbés cultural
further on the road to imminent constitutional reform; deepened and extended

administrative reforms, including the conclusion of the reclassification exercise in the public

service; uplifted sports and culture; profoundly engaged civil society; raised the overall

guality of our <citizenbés |lives; and targeted hitherto

especial deve lopmental attention. All this and more constitute an impressive record.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to a very sound performance through the central government,

there have been again, this year, commendable progress in the operations of State
enterprises such  as the National Commercial Bank, the National Investments Promotions
Incorporated, the National Properties, the National Lotteries Authority, the National

Insurance Services, the International Airport Development Company, VINLEC, CWSA, and

the Internationa | Financial Services Authority. To be sure, some other State enterprises

have not performed as well as they ought to have done but in each such case there is on -
going monitoring and sensible, practical reforms in train for improved performance, as

determin ed through appropriate mechanisms of the State, including the Monitoring
Committee on Public Enterprises.

21 INITIATIVES IN 2009

In 2009 more development work would be done within the frame of the vision, philosophy,

our Caribbeaness, the economic strategy , policies and programmes of our administration as
laid out in this Budget and the Estimates. Sensible continuity from 2008 and fresh initiatives

abound in the 2009 Budget. Among the core projects and programmes for 2009 include: -

1. The continued enhancemen t of the Education Revolution especially in the areas of
Early Childhood Education, Special Education, Technical Education, and Adult and
Continuing Education. All other areas, of course, are being beefed up markedly.
Much construction work would be conclu ded on schools and other educational
institutions. Work will begin on others.



N

The continuation of the construction of the Argyle International Airport.
3. The commencement of the central link road in the Cross Country Road Project to join
the back of Rose Hal | on the Leeward side with Fergusson on the Windward side.

4., The |l aunch of the fAiNo I ncome Housing Programmeo.

5. The completion of the Modern Library and the start -up of the construction of the
Lecture Theatre/Performing Centre.

6. The completion of the Modern Dia gnostic Medical Complex at Georgetown.

7. The operationalisation of the Modern Fishing Complex at Owia.

8. The on -going construction of several Police Stations and the completion of the
construction of the Station at Questelles.

9. The continuation and initiation of a massive programme in the field of Information
and Communications Technology (ICT).

10. The operational establishment of the National Tourism Authority and the Bridges,
Roads and General Services Authority.

11. The completion of the process of Constitutional R eform, including the holding of the
referendum.

12. The further deepening of OECS integration towards an Economic Union and of
CARICOM.

13. The continuation of the integration initiative between the OECS and Trinidad and
Tobago within the context of a quest for a more perfect union in CARICOM.

14. The commencement of the implementation process of the Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) between CARIFORUM and the European Union.

15. The full unfolding of Vincy Homecoming 2009.

16. The pursuance of additional fiscal and tax refo rms, including the reduction of
personal and corporate income tax.
17. The provision of EC $25 million in loan funds on favourable terms to fisher -folk for

fleet expansion, small hoteliers, selected manufacturers for regional/global
competitiveness, entreprene urs in the information technology businesses, and
agriculture.

18. The start -up of the full implementation of the Rural Transformation Strategic Plan.

19. The completion of the National Social and Economic Development Plan, 2009 to
2020.

20. The elaboration of a compr  ehensive strategic plan for further urban development,
and the revitalisation of certain sections of city Kingstown, including Little Tokyo.

21. The continuation or full flowering of considerable private foreign direct investment in

tourism development at Bucc ament , sever al sites i n Bequi a,

Hope, Bambereaux, Quatre Isle, Canouan, Balliceaux, Union Island, Mayreau, and
Petit Mustique.

OUR CONTINUED QUEST

Mr. Speaker, these measures and initiatives, among others, make up a formidable bundle in

the quest to enhance si gni f-iemaomit deyelompnent and ta fadiliata 6 s
the process for economic take  -off in the extant challenging circumstances. It is self -evident
that the twin fiscal stimulus in this Budget of tax relief for both bu siness and individuals,
including those in the middle -income category, and the substantial, targeted public sector
investment programme would contribute immensely to economic growth and business
competitiveness. Additionally, the targeted investment monies , for the private sector, on
favourable terms, to various productive sectors and specified enterprises, would lift the

production of goods and services and create further employment.

SoCi
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Issue T December 20th , 2008
SUCCESS AND CHALLENGES

PROGRESS MORE T HAN EVER

Only the politically -jaundiced observers and political aspirants hungry for power can say

that St. Vincent and the Grenadines has not made enormous strides in the society, economy

and governance under the ULP administration. Successes have been ac hieved despite the
awesome external challenges arising from trade liberalisation, modern globalisation, the

current economic melt -down in the citadels of capitalism, and storms or hurricanes. On

every indication St. Vincent and the Grenadines is making pro gress. Moderate -to-robust
economic growth has been achieved; more jobs than ever are being created;
unemployment is down; poverty, especially hard core poverty, has been reduced
significantly; surpluses on the current aarecheingn t of tr
recorded; the debt -to-GDP ratio has been falling and is now the lowest in the independent

OECS countries; the Education, Housing and Wellness Revolutions are continuing apace; the

physical infrastructure, including the main roads, is improving b ut much still needs to be
done; good governance is thriving and is advancing further; law, order and security are

being maintained and improved; and our regional and foreign policies are focussed and

most beneficial to our nation.

Recently, a dispassionate observer, Renwi ck Rose, wrote of fii mpres
the ULP administration. Still there are serious economic challenges ahead, not only external
ones, but those which derive from the small si ze of

economy and its  narrow economic base. Further, our nation has a lot of difficulties with poor

work attitudes of too many of our labour force. But the ULP government has articulated its

people -centered vision, the philosophy of progressive social democracy, its socio -cultu ral
framework of further ennobling our Caribbean civilisation, and a bundle of practical policies

and programmes, to address the strategic and tactical paths forward. Frankly, there is no

credible alternative to that posited, in theory and practice, by the ULP. still, there are
persons who invest all their working hours to malign the government and mount an anti -
Ralph campaign of hate and dishonesty.

NDP AT ITS WORST

The opposition NDP has been at its worst. It has very weak leadership, no coherent vision or
philosophy, no focus, no proper set of policies and programmes. It is adrift philosophically,
ideationally and programmatically.

The NDP has also been unable to accept its role as opposition. Its 17 years in power (1984
to 2001) has m ade it believe, quite mistakenly, that it is the natural party of governance. It
has attracted little or no fresh blood of any quality; and, with advisers like Kenneth John, it
looks forward to the past which it dresses up with selective amnesia.

The NDP h as become quite nasty. It is a hot bed of propagating falsehoods; and its main
currency of discourse is character assassination. It is led in this regard by NDP -FM
(misnamed NICE radio) by a group of Ralph -haters and ULP -bashers who have nothing



constructi ve to offer our nation. Not even hefty defamation judgements by the Court of Law
have taught them any lesson. They are increasingly reckless and desperate. Decent people
are moving from them in droves.

OTHERS PRATTLE

Then there are a few other oppositionis ts whose ambitions and raging vanities are out of all
proportion to their abilities or seriousness. They, too, are degenerating into cabals of Ralph -
haters and ULP -bashers. The odd one or two can also be found here and there in a trade

union or even a chur  ch with the same outlook. They are more a danger to themselves and

their families than to anyone else.

I'tés amazing that there are most in the NDP | eader shi
consumed daily with Ralph and the ULP. It is destroying them. The y speak about very little

other than Ralph and the ULP, and in the most derogatory and biased terms. This obsession

with Ralph is destroying them as human beings. Some who are professionals are consumed

with such hate that their own professional work is ad versely affected. Their judgements are

away. Invariably, too, they stylise the facts on the ground and have no credible explanatory

theory of causation. They are to be pitied. Some are trained but they act contrary to their

training and presumed knowledge. It is to be hoped that they reform themselves for the

New Year.

The amazing thing is that none of all this troubles Ralph or the ULP. They have not done

anything personal or otherwise against these oppositionists and their hangers -on. So, they

keep their f ocus and do the nati onos wor k. Wh at troubl es
magnificent achievements, and they cannot accept the fact that the people continue to love

dearly both Ralph and the ULP.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

So, we have had a good though challenging yea r. We are poised for another in 2009. The
opportunists are floundering and are seen more and mor
Christmas season is a time for further reflection on all this, and more, by everyone.

The ULP, its leaders and Executive bod ies wish all Vincentians a happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year. We pray especially for the poor and marginalised among us. And we
will continue our programme of sharing.
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Issue T December 12th , 2008
SOME ISSUES AND FACTS FROM THE BUDGET DEBATE

NDP HAS NO ANSWER

The just -concluded debate on the 2009 Budget yet again demonstrated that the opposition
NDP has no answer to the fundamental challenges facing St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
First, none of the five opposition members was able to mount an y credible intellectual and
practical assault upon the philosophical, strategic, policy, and programmatic framework



outlined for the Budget by Prime Minister, Dr. The Hon. Ralph E. Gonsalves. Secondly, they

failed and/or refused to tackle huge areas of rel evance in this countryos ec
society. Thirdly, when the opposition touched on any particular matter, they showed

ignorance of the facts or were deliberately misleading, most of the times. Frankly, it was

their worst parliamentary performance by far , So far. Only Terrance Ollivierre truly tried.

On the other hand, every member of the Government side, from the Prime Minister to the
three young Senators kept their focus on the issues and performed remarkably well. That is
the consensus, overwhelmingly, in St. Vincent and the Grenadines over the past few days.

REDUCED PETROL PRICES

Over the past six weeks, the government reduced the price of diesel and gasoline. The
government has been using a 3 -month moving average to determine the price so as to iron

out the fluctuations derived from the international market. Thus, when the international

prices go up, the price in St. Vincent and the Grenadines would rise slower than if there is

an immediate pass -on. Similarly, when the international prices are falling, the price in St.
Vincent and the Grenadines would decrease slower. Thus, it is wrong to use one shipment to
determine the price. For example, the shipment on September 17th afforded a loss to the
government of $6.03 per gallon for gasoline, while the ship ment of November 15th provided

a gain to the government of $4.4 per gallon.

Indeed, on the 3 -month moving average, the government currently is marginally subsidising
gasoline but is breaking -even on diesel. But for the year January to October 2008, the
gov ernment has been subsidising fuel prices to the tune of $5.02 million on top of the $2.16
million subsidy for the whole of 2007.

In the six independent countries of the OECS, St. Vincent and the Grenadines has the
lowest gasoline price, save and except for St. Kitts -Nevis. St. Vincent and the Grenadines is
$11.73 per gallon; St. Kitts -Nevis, $11.57; Antigua, $11.95; Dominica, $12.01; St. Lucia,
$12.75; and Grenada, $15.65.

Let us continue to conserve fuel; it is an expensive
wast e it!

NATIONAL COMMERCIAL BANK

The National Commercial Bank (NCB) is performing quite well under the ULP administration.
Let us do a comparison between 2001 when we came to office and 2008.

Total Assets: $39.5 million in 2001; $755.2 million in 2008 or a 91 percent increase.
Total Loans:  $276.3 million in 2001; $548.9 million in 2008 or an increase of 98.6 percent.
Total Deposits: $339.3 in 2001; $622.3 million in 2008 or an increase of 83 percent.

Sharehol der 6 s$29%Lgniliontin/2001; $83.8 million in 2008 or an increase of 188
percent.

Profits: ~ $2.3 million in pre -tax profits in 2001; $20.7 million in 2008 or an 800 percent
increase.

Non -Performing Loan Ratio: In 2001, 19 percent; in 2008, a remarkable 2.1 percent,
way within the international benc hmark of 5 percent.



NATIONAL LOTTERY

The performance of the National Lotteries Authority is breaking all the performance records.
When the ULP arrived in office in 2001, the gross revenue of the Lottery was $13.3 million;

its net revenue was $1.54 before contributions and donations were made by it. It made
donations to sports and culture of $1.94 million and ended up with a deficit of $837,996.

In 2008, the Lottery made a record gross revenue of $43.3 million. Its net revenue was
$13.7 million before it ma de any donations. It made donations of $4.11 million to sports
and culture. It ended the financial year at July 31st, 2008 with a surplus of $9.6 million.

JOB CREATION

The population of St. Vincent and the Grenadines is 105,000. Of this number some 36,000

are at study from age 3 years to university; other 3 to 5 year olds not at school and those

below 3 years old amount to another 4,000 or so. The elderly, 65 years and over are

roughly 10,000. This gives a figure of 50,000. Those available for employment ar e thus
about 55 thousand or slightly less. How many are actually at work?

The National Insurance Service (NIS) does not give the total figure of those actually at

work, only those who are actively paying NIS contributions as employees, employers, and

non -account or self -employed persons. These are as follows in 2008: Employees actively

paying NIS amount to 37,047; there are 2,141 employers, and 1,101 self -employed
persons! This gives a grand total of 40,289 persons on the NIS list of active contributors.

Then you are required to add the following: -

1. 1,500 persons who are counted in the population census but who work abroad the
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line.

2. Thousands who are working but who are not on the NIS list. For example, only 497
agricultural workers are on the NIS list and 84 employers in the field of agriculture,
but there must be in excess of 3,000 agricultural workers. Similarly, only 615 active
employees are registered at the NIS as domestic workers and only 456 employers in
private households but th  ere must be far more domestic workers, perhaps another
2,000 at least. And then only 46 fisherfolk are registered at the NIS but there is an
estimated 1,800 of them. And so forth in a few other employment categories.

3. Seasonal migrants to other Caribbean co untries and elsewhere who work overseas
but who are in the census population. In short, there is bound to be at least another
ten to twelve thousand persons who are working from the labour force but who are
not on the NIS. Thus, over 50,000 persons out of an estimated labour force of
55,000 are at work in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Accordingly, the
unemployment rate almost assuredly stands just below 10 percent of the population
and not the 2001 census figure of almost 20 percent.

It should be noted th  at a comparison of the active employees, employers and self -employed
persons registered at the NIS between 2000 and 2008, reveals very positive job creation

progress. So, in 2000, there were 29,959 active employees but in 2008 there are 37,047 or

an increa se of 7,088 or 23.6 percent. There were 1,696 active employers in 2000 but in

2008 there are 2,141 or an increase of 445 or 26.2 percent. The self -employed category
showed 235 active persons in 2000 but 1,101 in 2008, an increase of 866 or 368.5 percent.
Clearly, the NIS records show that 8,399 jobs (workers, employers, self -employees) were

created after the ULP came to office. But more not on the NIS book were also created. ULP
is a job creation!



INFLATION AND VAT

Price rises in St. Vincent and the Grenadi nes over the past 1 % years are largely imported
and have nothing to do with the VAT. The simple fact is over 99 percent of the items which
are fAvatabled had a consumption tax in excess of 15

things being equal, the p  rices should be less. All things are not equal because of imported
inflation and local price gouging by many supermarkets and shops.

There is a long list of commodities on which no VAT is payable. These include: non - package
white rice; cane sugar; milk; ch icken back, neck, and wings; turkey back, neck and wings;

baby formula; non -package wheat flour; chicken legs whole; table margarine; yeast;

cooking margarine; salt; sanitary napkins; shortening; baby diapers; cooking oil; toilet

tissue; baking powder; und ergarments; energy saving bulbs; onions; lentil peas; garlic;

pigeon peas; water supplied by CWSA to domestic consumers; the first 200 kilowatt hours

per month on electricity; the VINLEC fuel surcharge; gasoline, kerosene, diesel and LPG,

exercise books, n ewspapers and computers; and several more items of goods and services.

Chicken back, neck and wings have no VAT but between October 2007 and October 2008,

the price went up by over 33 percent per pound. Similarly, the non -Vatable whole chicken
went up by 2 1 percent per pound between October last year and October this year. And so
the story goes with may other non -Vatable items.

These are the unvarnished facts.
PRAISE FOR BUDGET

Immense praise has come for the 2009 by Vincentians of all walks of life and by experts,
here and abroad. The ULP government governs sensible and wisely. There is no alternative
to its policies, ideas or political organisation.
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Issue T December 5th , 2008

p

A PEOPLEGS BUDGET FOR THESE CHALLENGI NG

EXCELLENT BUDGET

On Wednesday November 27, 2008, Prime Minister/Minister of Finance, Ralph E. Gonsalves

presented the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for 2009 to the House of Assembly.

On Monday December 01, 2008, he presented his Budget Address on the Appropriation B ill.

These are challenging economic times internationally and their impact, adversely, on St.

Vincent and the Grenadines demanded a carefully -calibrated Budget. And we got it from the

Comrade. He targeted more astutely than ever a capital budget linked to necessary and

desirable physical infrastructure, to the development of human resources in the areas of

Education and Health, and to the enhanced protection of the poor. So, the capital budget

was reduced by $42.46 million or 6.5 percent this year to $197.3 million in 2009; and the
recurrent budget was increased by $35.99 million or



$553.59 million. Expenditure was increased on those programmes which touch the poor
positively.

NOVEMBER 1 DECEMBER PAYMENTS

In Novemberand December 2008 over $18 million more has beer
including:

1. Retroactive increases to January 01, 2008, for close to 3,500 beneficiaries of the NIS
who receive minimum and other pensions amounting to $1.45 million.

2. A $3 million Christmas  road work programme involving over 6,000 persons.

3. An additional payment of $75 for persons on the public assistance and non -
contributory NIS age pension for Christmas. This touches 7,700 beneficiaries and
costs the Treasury $577,500.

4. The duty -free Christma s Barrel concession. About 17,000 barrels are to be cleared.

This concession costs close to $2 million.

5. The R2 Reclassification monies, back -dated to July 2008, for public servants,
teachers, nurses, policemen/women paid in November amounting to $4.15 mill ion.
Some 4,000 persons benefitted.

6. The monies arising through the Appeals process under the R1 Reclassification
Exercise amounting to $4 million. Public servants and the Primary School Head
Teachers are the principal beneficiaries here. They number about 600 persons.

7. A $250 tax -free bonus for all central government employees. This touches 6,000
persons and cost $1.5 million.

8. A concession by way of the Petro Caribe agreement of 6,000 sacks of fertiliser valued
at $780,000. Some 2,000 farmers will benefit.

| NCREASES IN WAGES AND SALARIES

The failure of the public sector unions to negotiate with the government necessarily caused

the government to provide a 12 percent salary increase over three years for the public
servants, broadly -defined, as follows: 3 perce nt for 2009; 5 percent for 2010; and 4 percent
for 2011. This follows up on a 14.5 percent increase received by them between 2006 and
2008, inclusive. Further, they received salary enhancements under the Reclassification
Exercise.

The daily paid and casual workers in the governmentds empl oy recei\
as public servants between 2006 and 2008. It is not expected that they would get less for
the years 2009 to 2011, inclusive.

TAX REDUCTIONS

I n keeping with the ULP gov e cenmane takes further,ocComrade t o r edu
Ralph made the following announcements in his Budget Speech:

1. Individuals and companies would have their top rate of tax reduced from 35 percent
to 32.5 percent from January 2009. In 2001, the ULP met it at 40 percent.

2. The t hreshold below which taxes would be paid has been raised from $17,000 to
$18,000 in 2009. The ULP met it at $12,000 in 2001. This is a major relief for the
working people. This will cost the Treasury $9.5 million.

Further gasoline was reduced by another $1 .60 per gallon and diesel, $1.50. These are the
third reductions in six weeks.

MONIES FOR THE POOR



The entire focus of every Budget under the ULP government is to lift the poor, especially the
indigent fAdirt poor o fol ks. Wh e nertyweas dffiaialtyeassessedatf f i ce i n

37 percent of the popul ation, of which the Adirt pooro
So, our Budgets, all  -round, are to help the poor in every way. The sums spent on Education,
for example, are designed to create opp ortunities for the poor to advance.

Still, there are target sums in the 2009 Budget for the poor which we must highlight,
including: -

1. Social Welfare payments (Public Assistance and Cost of Living Support) of over $13
million, including public assistance and the $20 monthly Cost of Living Allowance for
some 8,800 persons;

2. Liberty Lodge for Boys: $721,000;

3. Home -Help -for -the - Elderly: $1.0 million;

4. The School Feeding Programme: $2.2 million;

5. NEMO: $701,414;

6. The Nutrition Support Pr  ogramme: $849,774;

7. Community Poverty Alleviation: $900,000;

8. The Social Investment Fund: $1.5 million;

9. Social Infrastructural Development: $200,000;

10. Community Development: $200,000;

11. The YES Programme: $2.8 million;

12. Rural Poverty Alleviation: $800,000;

13. Rural Electrification: $150,000;

14. The Nutrition Unit: $367,446;

15. Rural Community Markets: $400,000;

16. The Rural Development Facility (Georgetown): $3 million;

17. The Upgrading of Informal Human Settlements: $750,000;

18.ANo I ncome Housing Progr ammelGovetnhenBahdHIDC, | i on t hr ou ¢

19. Social Welfare (Transport subsidy): $436,800;

20. Social Welfare (Medical Administration): $275,000.

We believe that we have <cracked significantly the #fh
reduced the other poor category also. The war again st poverty continues.

SOME PROJECTS FOR 2009

The following are some capital projects for the 2009 Budget. Some have started already and
others would start  -up next year. These include: -

Rehabilitation of Windward Highway: $8.9 million;
Cross-Country Road: $ 3.0 million;

Feeder Roads: $3.0 million;

Rehabilitation of Village Roads: $2.0 million;
Rehabilitation of South Leeward Highway: $1.8 million;
Rehabilitation of Colonarie Bridge: $2.0 million;
E.T. Joshua Airport Runway II: $4.0 million;
Rehabilitation of Union Island Airport: $1.0 million;
Union Island Secondary School: $1.9 million;

10. Fountain/Belair Secondary School: $3.5 million;
11. Book Loan Scheme: $1.5 million;

12. Expansion of Secondary Schools: $2.5 million;
13. National Library Complex: $8.5 million;

14. Education through ICT: $2.8 million;

CoNoORrLONE



15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43,
44,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
Then
$5.3 mil
and the

Upgrade of School Premises: $0.7 million

Learning Resource Centres: $1.4 million;

Technical and Vocational Education: $1.0 million;
Girlsé High School and Grammar School
Banana Tra nsition Unit: $3.0 million;

Agricultural Diversification: $1.0 million;

Support for Primary Production: $1.8 million;

Farm Support Machinery: $0.8 million;

Land Bank: $0.7 million;

Tourism Development II: $3.9 million;

Tourism and Private Sector Project: $ 1.7 million;
Modern Medical Complex: $7.0 million;

HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control: $2.8 million;
Refurbishment MCMH: $0.5 million;

Customs Headquarters: $2.5 million;

Upgrade of Administrative Centre: $1.5 million;
Reconstruction of Calliaqua Town Hall: $ 1.6 million;
National ID Card System: $1.2 million;

Rehabilitation of Treasury Building: $1.0 million;

Law Revision: $1.4 million;

Centre for Excellence for IT: $2.7 million;

National Security Enhancement: $2.5 million;
Construction of Questelles Station: $1.0 million;
Construction of Georgetown Station: $1.6 million;
Correction Facility: $5.0 million;

Advance Coastal Surveillance System: $4.0 million;
ICT Development Programme: $3.0 million;
Government PBX: $1.0 million;

Private Sector Development Programme: $4.8 million;
BNTF 5: $1.6 million;

Georgetown Rural Development Facility: $3.0 million;
Social Investment Fund: $1.0 million;

Rural Poverty Alleviation: $0.8 million;

Private Sector Project: $0.9 million;

Renovation of Montrose Station: $0.9 m illion;
Purchase of Fire Appliance: $0.6 million;

there are the Argyle I nternational
lion for 2009,
$25 million  -loan facility for the private sector on favourable terms!

TruyaPeop | eds Budget for these challenging

Issue T
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November 28th, 2008
ULP HOLDS SUCCESSFUL CONVENTION
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PROGRESSIVE FORCES RALLY

The Vanguard of the progressive forces in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, that is, the Unity
Labour Party (ULP) rallied and deliberated at its fifteenth National Convention at the Bethel

High School in Campden Park on Sunday last, November 23rd. Each constituency plus the
Youth Arm, Womends Ar m, -a-tadhe weredullyDepleserged.t Thes Party
Chairman (Edwin Snagg), Deputy Chairman (Juliette George), Party Leader (Comrade
Ralph), and Deputy Party Leader (Louis Straker) were re -elected unopposed for another
two -year term. Fraternal greetings were brought f rom the Peopl ebds Nati onal
Jamaica, the Barbados Labour Party, and the National Democratic Congress of Grenada. A
stirring guest address was delivered by Comrade Peter David, the Foreign Minister in the

NDC Government of Grenada.

A plaque was prese nted by Comrade Vincent Beache on behalf of the ULP to Comrade Ralph

on account of his forty years of political activism in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, the
Caribbean and internationally. The Comrade marks October 16, 1968, as the
commencement date of h  is activism when he led a massive demonstration in Jamaica as the
leader of the University students against the undemocratic banning of Dr. Walter Rodney,
intellectual and activist, from returning to Jamaica. Since then Comrade Ralph has been
unwavering in  giving selfless service to the Caribbean.

At the Open Forum segment of the Convention several party -members raised important
issues touching our Party and country.

PETER DAVI D6S ADDRESS

Peter Davidbés speech was insight f utédthedliPlaidCamatle and r ou
Ralph as being inspirations to their election victory in Grenada earlier this year. He detailed

sever al examples of the ULPO&6s extraordinary achi evemen
their manifesto, especially as they related t o the Education Revolution. He reported that

when in Opposition they repeatedly made references in their speeches in Parliament about

the ULP6s accompli shments and the published views of C
Comrade David made the most important point about the necessity and desirability of the

ULPb6s | eaders to keep i n cHaulsfie oftthe partyh andvéoantny. Heh e r an k
acknowledged the challenges in balancing the work of the government and the Party. His

sound advice in these respects was a reiterati on of the solidarity message delivered by

Comrade Chester Humphrey on behalf of his National Democratic Congress of Grenada.

COMRADE RALPHOS ADDRESS

The Comrade delivered a masterful and wide -ranging address convening political and
governmental issues, h istorically and comparatively. He emphasised that in 2010 or
thereabouts the ULP would be seeking to do something which its predecessor party, the
SVG Labour Party never did: Win three consecutive terms! He advised that the Party must
plan not only to win  the next elections but also the one in 2015. This means winning big
again in 2010 so as to lay the basis for a fourth straight victory. Part of this plan, he

insisted, required Party renewal and some fresh candidates amidst some tried and test
comrades to ensure both continuity and change.

The Comrade emphasised in his speech the people -centred vision of the ULP; its philosophy
of progressive social democracy as applied to the conditions of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines; its socio -cultural and nationalist framework of a further ennoblement of our



Caribbean civilisation; its economic strategy of building a modern, competitive post -colonial
economy which is at once local, national, regional, and global; its strategic imperative in

guest of a more perfect unio n in the Caribbean; its progressive, principled, and pragmatic

foreign policy; and its bundle of progressive policies and programmes which touch and

concern the people. In the process, Comrade Ralph documented the formidable array of
accomplishments secure  d by the ULP government on behalf of the people.

The Comrade urged the Convention never to forget the backward nature of the NDP. He
listed forty progressive policies and programmes instituted by the ULP government which

the NDP opposed. When he was doing so, the people spontaneously called out other
progressive programmes which the NDP also opposed. Comrade Ralph made it plain that
while he is a ATogether Nowd man, no opposition party,

over the policies upon which the peo ple elected the ULP overwhelmingly in 2001 and 2005.
He mapped out the ULPOs -lidihgarouns theidore policiesoé thesULR
and praised responsible civil society in its linking with the government in this regard.

The Comrade critiqued th e ULP-bashers and Ralph -haters who hypocritically call for national
unity but who do everything to undermine it. They want
with their people, just like their bed -fellows in America, the Republicans.

Ralph outlined the fr  amework for the Estimates for 2009 and lauded the proposals therein.

FIRMER THAN EVER

The huge turnout at the Convention and the high spirits in which it was held, demonstrate

clearly that the peopleds support for ¢effCampdebP i s fir me
Park in a very buoyant and upbeat mood. The Party is gearing for electoral battle. More

than ever it is required to organise and rally on the ground to push and defend the

progressive agenda of the government.

I n the fAOpen For umo Comventoe nhe people ratsddea number of issues

relating mainly to village roads and feeder roads, rural playing fields, monitoring the

payment of mi ni mum wages, and storm damage. Al most
Forumo congratul at ed t40 gear€asma pditidad activist anld thes ULP on its

exemplary good governance. And Comrade Ralph answered every query relating to the

government 6s performance i n a-crdigsmrit of <criticism and

[

It was a wonderful, successful Convention!

* Fkhkkkkkkkkhhkhkkkkhkhhhhhrkkkhkrhhhrixx

Issue T November 21st, 2008
ULP IMPLEMENTS ITS PROGRESSIVE AGENDA

SUCCESSES ABOUND

The vast majority of the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines accept that the ULP
government is doing a good job in bringing more and more progress to our country. They
accept, too, that it is the best performing administration ever in the history of St. Vincent



and the Grenadines. Further, they know that on every front the ULP has been successfully
implementing its progressive agenda as set forth in its Manifesto of 2001 a nd 2005 and its
many other policy documents. Only a handful of NDP oppositionists and other opposition

vanity -seekers contest all this. And these minority oppositionists and Ralph -haters live in a
dream world and their own political echo chamber, unconnect ed to the real world on the
ground in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. In effect these oppositionists and Ralph -haters
are entertainers, not serious people.

AGENDA ROLLS ON LAST WEEK

The ULP agenda continued to be rolled out last week. Indeed, two vital p l anks in the ULPO:
programme were advanced further last week. These relate to the construction of the Argyle
International Airport and the Constitutional Reform Project.

On Monday November 10th, the state -owned International Airport Development Company

(IA DC), the entity which is spearheading the airports construction, held a most successful
symposium on the matter with relevant stakeholders from St. Vincent and the Grenadines

and overseas, including the regulators, the travel agents, and representatives of airlines
which would use the international airport. The stakeholders were brought up -to-date on the
progress of the construction which is in full swing.

Frankly, it is extraordinary the ease with which the ULP administration has made the
construction of a Jet Airport at Canouan and has put together the implementation of the

Argyle International Airport Project. For fifty (50) years these things were promised and not

delivered, but the ULP truly delivers. No CARI COM country has ever done this in a ten -year
period: Build a Jet Airport and an International Airport. Extraordinary!

Similarly, the Constitutional Reform Project. For 17 years, from 1984 to 2001, the NDP,

when it was in government, was repeatedly elected on a platform of constitutional reform

but did nothing. Civil society clamoured for it; still nothing was done. In November 2002,

the ULP administration obtained formal parliamentary approval to go forward with
constitutional reform in accordance with its electoral mandate. The reform project was
formally launched in February 2003. In the process the most thorough -going,
comprehensive, participatory and inclusive exercise in the history of CARICOM countries was

put in train. No effort, no resource, no produ ctive time has been spared in this monumental
venture of good governance between citizens and government.

Last week Thursday (November 13th) in Parliament, Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves
successfully moved a motion, without Opposition support, to adopt the Report from the
Committee of the Whole House (in conjunction with the Constitutional Reform Steering
Committee) to be used as the formal instructions to the Technical Drafting Committee for

the Reformed Constitution. This Report itself was based on an ear lier parliamentary debate
on the Revised Final Report of the broad -based Constitutional Reform Commission (CRC)
and the detailed deliberations of the Committee of the Whole House (in conjunction with the

CRSC as aforesaid).. Now we move on to the immediate appointment of the Drafting
Committee, the actual drafting of the Reformed Constitution, further public debate,
parliamentary approval, and hopefully a referendum by November 2009 for voter approval.

It is unfortunate in the parliamentary debate last week that Opposition Leader, Arnhim
Eustace, used the occasion to play opposition politics on trivial and extraneous matters.

Worse, he launched anill  -tempered, crude, wholly wrong, and wholly unfair verbal attack on

Mr. Parnell Campbell Q.C., who as Chairman of the CRC and then CRSC, has done yeoman
patriotic work of the highest quality in this exercise for little or no material recompense.

History will record that Campbell and PM Gonsalves, former political allies then political



adversaries, joined together to provide leadership for this monumental venture. It would be
a great pity if personal pique, pettiness, and plain partisan oppositionism were to blind
Arnhim Eustace to his historic obligations in this matter. You do not play petty politics,
whether of a party or trade union kind, with something of this magnitude. Eustace still has
an opportunity to be part of the process; if he chooses to stand askance, he would be left
behind in the dustbin of history. One thing is sure: The people would not tolerate
ob structionists on this matter!

OTHER IMPORTANT MATTERS

Last week, too, news surfaced of other important matters, not as historic as the airport and
constitutional reform, but vital to the progressive ULP agenda. These include the following: -

1. The reportage that the state -owned National Commercial Bank (NCB) chalked up
pre -tax profits of EC $20.7 million, up from $18.4 million last year, for the financial
year ending June 30, 2008. Some $4.89 million has been put aside for income tax
and at a Sh areetimgpdf tHeeNCB d@n Friday last, Chairman Ralph Gonsalves
successfully secured a dividend of $3 million for the shareholder, that is, the
Government of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. In 2001, when the ULP came to
office, pre -tax profits were under $2 mil lion. The NCB now boasts assets of over
$755 million and shareholderdés equity of $83.8 mi
of good performances of vital state enterprises such as National Lotteries, National
Properties, IFSA, NIPI, NIS, VINLEC, CWSA, and IADC.

2. The fiscal consolidation of the central government is proceeding well despite external
challenges and the relatively small economic base of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
Last week in Parliament, PM Gonsalves reported that up to the end of October 2008
there was a current account surplus of $44 million, and a reduced overall deficit of
$12.4 million down from $37 million for the comparable period last year. Revenue
and grants were up by 13.2 percent to $415 million and expenditure (recurrent and
capital) were up 6 percent from last year. Capital expenditure for the whole of last
year was a record of $147 million. Good economic management continues.

3. Last Thursday, Parliament passed the Customs (Amendment) Act, a document of
over 630 pages which reclas sifies the Customs system in accordance with the
Harmonised System (HS2007) which is necessary for the CARICOM Common
External Tariff and the Economic Partnership Agreement between Europe and

CARIFORUM. This vital, monumental (and boring) task is the handi work of Customs,
the Ministry of Finance, and the Attorney General Chambers. So, good governance
continues.

MEANWHILE

Meanwhile, the oppositionists, Ralph -haters, and chattering nabobs continue to tilt at the

proverbial windmills. Let them continue. Seri ous people will keep their focus and do the

peopl ebs progressive business.

Issue T November 14th, 2008
LESSONS FROM OBAMAGS VI CTORY FOR SVG

HISTORY TRIUMPH



The triumph of Barack Obama in the Presidential elections in the U.S.A. is truly historic in

that it is the first time an African -American has been elected to the American Presidency.

We in St. Vincent and the Grenadines and the Caribbean have rightly welcomed his victory

as our own for who he is and, more importantly, what he stands for. We must never forget

in all this that Obamaés victory belongs nenmindenl y t o t
persons the world over but to all those who have hitherto struggled for peace, freedom,

human rights and justice. In the Western Hemisphere leaders in these struggles included
Toussaint L6Ouverture of Hai ti (arguably the most S i
hemisphere), Marcus Mosiah Garvey, Martin Luther King, and Malcolm X. Obama is in that

line, but different (not necessarily better) and in a di fferent context.

So, the symbolism and reality of Obamabés victory i s m

we must draw important lessons for ourselves in St. Vincent and the Grenadines and this
region.

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY

Obama has been very strong in his insistence on individual responsibility. He emphasises
individual responsibility of parents, employees and employers at the work place, students at

school and colleges, and the young men and women on the block. There is an individual
responsibility to do the best possible in all the circumstances. There is an individual

responsibility not to perpetrate criminal violence against anyone or to engage in criminality

generally.

Obamads sense of personal lineisgnexamspieloibé emulated.dmisd di sci p
is not a political matter but an individual/social one. The ULP is very strong on personal

responsibility.

SOLIDARITY

Personal responsibility alone, of course, does not suffice in political society, that is to say,

organised human society. Solidarity with one another and groups of like -minded persons is
essential for efficacious collective action. Social progress can only be made through
solidarity. Indeed, the poor and the working people require social and politica | solidarity to

progress; so, too, the nation. And internationally a principled solidarity among and between
nations is necessary and desirable for peace, progress and prosperity globally. Obama holds

this elemental and sensible view, too. It is upon this that the ULP6s foreign pol i«
Moreover, a sound multi  -lateralism is vital. Obama shares this view though this often

collides with Americaés hubris of a vaunted i mperi al d
would play out. The consequences one way or another would be of great importance.

Obamaés inclination to hold conversations even with A

policies he disagrees is positive and augurs well for international peace.

Thus, personal responsibility without group solidarity leads an individual to a kind of petit -
bourgeois isolation which leaves the social status quo basically untouched. Individualist

state actions without internationalist solidarity lead to national isola tion if you are weak or a
sense of imperial triumphalism, if you are very powerful. Solidarity and multi -lateralism
internationally are core policy ideas for both the ULP and Obama. Of course, Obama has the

challenge of the imperial state apparatus in the USA to work with and transform.

Obamaédés instincts as an fAisland persono having been sc
similar to ours in their outward gaze. Continental America has prompted Obama to look
i nwards but he also has am. i slanderd6s outward g



SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

Obama is evidently a liberal democrat with a practical pull to govern from the centre, to use
imprecise and sometimes misleading formulations from the USA. There are, however,

certain core elements of a philosophy of social democrac y in this thought system. The ULP
is, of course, a progressive social democratic, nationalist and anti -imperialist party. Obama
shares our people -centred perspectives grounded in opportunity for all, equality, freedom,
democracy and economic and social jus tice. Clearly, though, social democracy manifests

itself differently in different contexts.

TOGETHER NOW

The ULPO6s operational a n di Tpdhg d tolseoriintidiresamdnceimo d e o f

Obamaés quest to cut out intol er antlikegneSt. Vincenkands hi p i n Wa
the Grenadines, Obamadds political opponents woul d wish
and philosophy upon which he was elected and embrace theirs. If he does not, they would

say that he is divisive and only gives lip -servicetoconse nsus-bui |l ding. Already, i F o X

and other right -wing media outlets in the USA are already priming their backward
supporters for all this.

FOX NEWS AND NDP  -FM

Indeed, Fox News in the USA and NDP -FM (mi snamed ANice Radioo0o) in St.
Grenadi nes are cut from the same backward ideological cloth. So, too, is the opposition NDP
and its international partner the Republicans. Both the NDP and the Republican Party are in

the same international organisation known as the International Democratic Union (IDU).

The IDU finances the NDP and other parties in the like -minded Caribbean Democratic Union.

Fox News and the Republicans in the USA labeled Obama as fla taadks pend | i beral o, A &
Socialisto, fa distributor not a cr ae@hdowith of wealtho, f
terroristso, and fithe candi date endorsed by Fidel Cast
NDP-FM and the opposition NDP call Ral ph Aa communi st/ s
Libya and |Irand, fAthe candi date foth. Castro and Chavezo,

Fox and the Republicans and NDP  -FM and the NDP try to scare people with lies; they resort

to the most backward ideas; they are divisive; they are in favour of the rich; they exhibit

ignorance of basic truths in politics; and they share a similar in ternational and philosophical

net wor k. I't amuses and amazes that the NDP wants to wr
Shame on them!

* Fkkkkkkkkkhhhkhkkkkhkhhhhhrkkkhkkhhhrix

Issue T November 7th, 2008
ULP6 S SUPPORT ON THE | NCREASE

POLL RESULTS



In late September 2008, CADRES, a highly -regarded regional polling firm under the
leadership of renowned pollster and political scientists, Peter Wickham of Barbados,
conducted a poll of five constituencies on mainland St. Vincent. CADRES was engaged by

the ULP to conduct the poll in the constituencies o f East, Central and West Kingstown, and
North and South Leeward. These are the five most marginal constituencies on the mainland.

Four are held by the ULP and one by the NDP. The marginality of these constituencies
provides a good sample reading of the sta te of politics in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

The central results of the poll are as follows: -

1. There is a swing in the constituencies of between two and twelve percent in favour of
the ULP over the results of the 2005 general elections save and except in the North
Leeward constituency where the party standings remain more or less the same as at
the 2005 elections.

2. These results were better for the ULP than the Mid -term pol | by CADRES in t
first term.

3. The public support for the ULP has increased and the support for the opposition NDP
has decreased.

4, Signi ficantly, the NDPO6s support in East Kingstown
of the ULP is up by in excess of ten percent over the NDP.

5. The support ranking for the ULP government averages almost 6 0 percent.

6. Even where constituents are not satisfied with the performance of their

representatives, they still prefer the ULP over the NDP by wide margins and they
prefer, in even larger numbers, Ralph Gonsalves to be Prime Minster over Arnhim
Eustace.

ULP IS CONSOLIDATING AND FURTHER RISING

The poll results show clearly that the ULP has consolidated its support and has improved

upon its last electoral showing. People like Kenneth John, Jomo Thomas and the opposition

NDP would scoff at this but we report here the unvarnished truth from a scientific poll. Ken

John had, of course, predicted that the ULP would lose the last elections and that Ralph

would be in a tight race in North Central W indward. In April 2005, John wrote that it feels

like 15 to NDP and zero for the ULP. He is again predicting our loss next time. Poor fellow.

Jomo Thomas predicted the ULPO6s defeat after Kenny A]
Lucia. He redoubled hispred i cti on when Keith Mitchell 6s party | ost
repeated it in the aftermath of the teachersé strike.
one letter -writer had stated.

Up and down St. Vincent and the Grenadines, the ULP and its gover nment have more
support than ever. People disregard the empty criticisms of the Comrade and his team. And

good governmental performance impresses the voter. There is no doubt that there has been

lots of progress for the country especially for the poor and the working people under the
ULP.

RALPH IS THE LEADER OF CHOICE

The CADRES poll also tested the issue of leadership qualities and preference. Ralph topped

the |list of possible |l eaders by a huge distance in ter
by | arge margins he is the preferred leader. Indeed, his numbers show that he is actually

more popular than the ULP itself.



Even in Eustaceds constituency of East Kingstown, Comr
as a leader and Prime Minister by a margin of some 20 percent. Thatds what on
l' i ke peaso.

The respondents to the poll who support the NDP are divided as to whether they want the

return of Sir James Mitchell to head the NDP. Some 48 percent of the NDP supporters want

SirJamestoreturn. Obvi ousl| vy, Eustacebds hold on his partybds | ec
weak. Will Eustace be toppled before the next general elections? Time will tell.

It is absolutely clear from the poll results that the hyped -up allegations against the Prime
Minister in the  first nine months of this year has had no negative effect on his leadership
standing in the eyes of the public. In fact, the NDP suffered by abandoning politics and

putting their future in the hands of a few lawyers and salacious allegations.

TESTINGTHE JOKERG6S SUPPORT

The poll also tested the public support for the Green Party and the Movement for Change

and their respective leaders. As was to be expected, they hardly came up for any mention

or support. Only a few media houses, who hype these political jokers, seem to think they
have some effect on national politics. Why, for example, does The News give the Green

Party, an organisation of two persons, space for a weekly column? The answer lies in the

jaundiced thinking and idiosyncrasies of someone in t he leadership of that media house. We
must all be serious about our politics and public policy debates! Surely, they have a freedom

of expression, but must the media elevate their status by giving them an importance that

they do not deserve or merit?

CHALL ENGES CONFIRMED

The poll also confirmed some challenges which we all know about. People are concerned

about the state of village roads and feeder roads. Also they are concerned about crime but

they give credit to the work of the Police and government in fighting crime. Interestingly,

t hough fAjobsd were a concern it was much |l ess so than
in 2003 and 2005. More people are in fact employed than hitherto.

The respondents to the poll also want to see a change in some candidat es for the next
elections. They support the ULP and its leader very strongly but they want to see some new
faces as candidates in some constituencies.

FINAL COMMENT

The ULP is very much on course for a third term. To be sure, there are still two years to go
but it is far better to be the ULP and Ralph today than to be the NDP and Eustace.

Over the next two year s, the governmentds performance
be even more active. And Ralph will continue to be his focussed self. Political jokers and

opportunists will no doubt continue to seek to advise the ULP and Ralph but they should be

a little more humble and less foolish in doing so.

Onward to our third term!




Issue T October 31st, 2008
POOR PEOPLE6S GOVERNMENT AT WORK

PEOPL EO S ERNMENT

The ULP government has demonstrated repeatedly that it is a people -centred
administration. It is national in scope but at its core is its focus on the upliftment of the poor

and the working people. The centre -pieces of the ULP government are the Education
Revolution and the Poverty Reduction Programmes.

The Prime Ministero6s announcement on Independence

the increases in benefits for persons under the National Insurance Services (NIS) yet again
hi ghl i ght sscenthalecontetnFobthe poor and the working people.

NIS INCREASES

The increases for NIS beneficiaries announced by the Prime Minister are as follows: -

1. Minimum pensions to be increased from $60.00 to $70.00 weekly. There are 1,066
minimum pensioners.

2. Regular pensioners to receive a maximum of 9 percent increase, spread 4.5 percent
per year from the later of December 31, 2005, and the date of the award. There are
1,210 awardees prior to 2007 who will receive the 9 percent increase; and 190
awardees in 2 007 who will get the increase of 4.5 percent.

3. Survivorsd Pensioners

(&) Minimum pensioners i one child: An increase from $15.00 to $17.50 weekly; (b)
Minimum pensioners T parents: An increase of $30.00 to $35.00 weekly;
(c) Minimum pensioners i spouse: A nincrease from $45.00 to $52.00 weekly.

This number amounts to 622 persons.
4. Invalidity Pensioners: An increase from $60.00 to $70.00 weekly at the minimum.
There are 64 beneficiaries here.
Thus, the grand total of these pensioners amounts to 3,152 persons
Additionally, funeral grants are to be increased from $3,800.00 to $4,330.00. For the Non -
Contributory Aged Assistance Pensions (NAAP) the funeral grants goes up from $1,900.00
to $2,165.00. In 2007, 320 persons received funeral grants.

Maternity grants  are to be increased from $550.00 to $630.00. In 2007, just over 1,000
such grants were made.

In total, some 4,500 persons are to benefit from one increase or the other.

In addition, there are some 1,700 NAAP pensioners who had received increases from the
NIS in January 2008. The Government was awaiting the 7th Actuarial Review to address the

increases for the fAmini mumd pensioners and firegul ar o

persons receive a contributory or non -contributory pension from the NIS weekly. Fur ther,
the government pays public assistance monthly to some 6,000 persons, mainly elderly folks

and children. In short, in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, nearly 11,000 persons benefit

from a weekly or monthly pension through NIS or the government itself. Thisis a
remarkable number in a small, poor country! Many of the NIS pensioners and those on

public assistance do a little own -account work, too.

Day

p



The NIS increases are back  -dated to January 01, 2008. They bear an annual incremental
cost of $1.8 million.

ROAD WORK, BARRELS, BONUSES

Every year since 2001, at Christmas time, the ULP government puts on a substantial

Christmas road -cleaning programme. Women especially look forward to this programme to

earn a little extra money for the festive season. Comrade Ralph announced that this year

the programme would cost $3 million, up from $2 million last year. In the last year of the

NDP government in 2000, Arnhim Eustace spent only $200
figure and a mere 6.6 et tirgyHBEustaed! Anti h i-ppor NPR r 6 s

Again, this year too, Christmas barrels will enter St. Vincent and the Grenadines duty free.
This is a ULP innovation since 2001. It has been copied by several Caribbean governments
across the region. The barrels are an important link with our diaspora overseas. In 2007,
roughly 1,700 barrels were cleared from Customs. The poor and the working people benefit
hugely from this concession.

On Independence Day 2008, the Comrade also announced that there will be bonuses again

this year for public servants, police officers, nurses
take to include those on NAAP pension from NIS and public assistance. The annual bonus is
also a ULP innovation. The statutory bodies, other public enterprises, and the private sector

follow suit with annual bonuses also.

This year, too, the fisherfolk who had their boats damaged by the recent Tropical Storm
Omar will receive help to the full extent of their estimated loss and damage of $330,000 to
their boats and  seine. The Ministry of Fisheries is called on to move swiftly to help the
fisherfolk before the start of the imminent dolphin season.

LOW INCOME AND NO  -INCOME HOUSING

On Tuesday October 28, 2008, the Comrade handed over keys for 18 new houses at Byera

to replace dwellings which were threatened by-the storrmv
water moutho at Gor se, Mangr ove, aandbe@gomhoauses, These 18 h

two bedroom houses, and 4  -three bedroom houses) were built by the Housing and Land

Development Corporation (HLDC) for the National Emergency Management Office (NEMO).

These houses were built with grant monies from the Patrick Manning government in Trinidad

and Tobago. Thus, the suggestion by Comrade Ralph that this small area in Byera be ¢ alled

AManning Villageo. Similarly, NEMO had caused twelve (

Park and ten (10) at London and Magum to assist similarly with replacements for damaged

or severely threatened houses at Sandy Bay and Langley park.

More houses a re needed to be constructed for the poor in low -lying areas threatened by the
sea. The government is committed to so doing.

I ndeed, the Ministry of HousiInmgcadame athowsi np Rrawjneddt @ ti
compl ement its fALow | ncome AMN@usciomyge Rrowjse cntgd .PrToheect 0 i s
budgeted to cost roughly EC $9.2 million (US $3.4 million) by way of a grant from

Venezuela. Half of the money has been sent recently. The public can rely on Julian Francis

and HLDC to spent it wisely and effectively. Again, the ULP government looks out for the

poor and the working people.

FINAL COMMENT



The ULP is pleased that the Teachersd Union has called
parents, students and the country benefit from this decision. The teachers and their u nion

have a beneficial partnership with the ULP government and everyone must ensure that this

partnership thrives. Further, the teachers ought always to be careful not to act

unreasonably and undermine the treasured solidarity of its members. Wise counsel and

strong leadership are always vital.

Meanwhile, the opportunists from the NDP and their follow -travelers have been rebuffed by
the teachers. Long may it be so!
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Issue T October 24th, 2008
A PARTNERSHIP WITH TEACHERS

THE ISSUE

The ULP Election Manifesto of 2001 and 2005 explicitly recognised that a partnership

between the Government, parents, students, teachers, and the community as a whole is

vital for the success of the Education Revolution.

Conceptually and practically, the E ducation Revolution is breathtakingly creative. It marries
a hitherto unexploited national passion for education and practical educational requisites for
individual and social development. It summons a national spirit and hopefulness to link with
sensibly marshalled, though limited, resources, to implement carefully crafted programmes
within a splendid educational strategy. Urgency was, and is, too, at the core of this

remarkable revolution.

The teachers and their union were among the critical stakeholders who were mobilised to
play a vital role in this partnership for phenomenal educational advance. Backward elements

in the teaching profession and the union, who are in the minority, were persuaded or

silenced by the massive venture at hand. Progressive teac hers, the bulk of the profession,
assisted admirably in this exercise, not only in the delivery of education in the

schools/educational institutions, but also as protagonists for the Educational Revolution

itself. Central to the partnership was an overwhel ming sense of selflessness to be displayed
by government, students, parents, the community, and teachers. In the process each

category of the partnership is a beneficiary in a whole which is more than a summation of

the individual parts.

Therecentstrike by t he teachers and their union-represents a
revol uti onar y ¢eatdadyg ad soDarwidian gurvival of the fittest. A few backward

elements have tried to hijack the union. This poses a grave danger to the dissolution of an

efficaciou s partnership which has served both the teachers and the nation very well. The

teachers and their union are being urged to come back from the brink so as to eschew

backwardness and possible self  -destruction. There is nothing progressive, nationalist,

recasonabl e or educationally ennobling about the teachers
personal pique and anti  -developmental attitudes from the past have taken temporary hold
of certain el ements among the teachers6é union., The com

must help to save the teachers from themselves. There is no room for bitterness, just
honesty and forward thinking.



TEACHERS HAVE BENEFITTED

The ULP government is the natural comparison of teachers and their union. The Prime
Minister has embraced them whole -heartedly and has ensured that they have benefitted
materially in the process.

Under the ULP government, the teachers have benefitted directly from the following
measures/policies, among others:

1. Annual salary increases since 2001 except for one year when the teachers and other
public servants accepted a partial wage restraint in the aftermath of September 11th
2001.

2. Annual bonuses, tax free.

3. Massive increase in scholarships, study leave, grants, and loans for tertiary
education.

4. One hundred percent m  ortgages from which hundreds of teachers have benefitted.

5. The most advanced and beneficial collective bargaining agreements ever, teaching
and concerning the terms and conditions of employment.

6. The payment of all teachers in denominational and private scho ols, by government.
The study leave provisions were relaxed and made available, too, to these teachers.

7. The appointment of a teacher -friendly Public Services Commission.

8. The participatory involvement of the teachers in decisions -making not only in the

educ ational system but in several other public entities, including NESDEC and the
Constitutional Review Commission.

9. The facilitation of, and support to, the teachers and their union in a series of
initiatives, including the unions our activities.

10. The benefits of the Reclassification Exercise.

RECLASSIFICATION EXERCISE

The Reclassification Exercise is vital to the modernisation of the teaching profession, the

lifting of its competencies, and a fairer and better system of remuneration. Previous

governmentsin S t. Vincent and the Grenadines have avoided this exercise; so, too, other
governments in the region. The reform -minded ULP government embraced the
reclassification exercise with gusto, even to
having cold feet on the matter. This exercise involving the teachers is part and parcel of

that in the entire public service.

Reclassification is not a salary negotiation. It is a fundamentally objective exercise carried

out by professionals. The t e actheeonsulfativeapracessr Thh a s
politicians initiated the public policy and left it to the technical teams, first the consultant

and then the senior public servants, particularly in the Ministries of Finance, the Public

Service, and Education.

We are now at phase two of the Reclassification Exercise. This second phase is incomplete
since the assessments of the Reclassification Appeals Committee (RAC) and the Joint
Evaluation of certain posts (which had not been evaluated hitherto) are to be finalised. The
entire Reclassification Exercise is estimated to cost a whopping $20.8 million!

The benefits to the teachers under the Reclassification Exercise are immense. They, too,
have obligations to satisfy in terms of competencies and performance.

persuade

been

par



We feel sure thatt he bulk of the teachers are not supportive of the unreasonable strike
action. As a community we must insist that the teachers go back to work and not precipitate
a break in an efficacious partnership. There may be misunderstandings. If that is so, let
them be clarified by the technical people. But the small minority of teachers who are bent
on a path of unreasonableness must be persuaded to the cause of reasonableness or be
isolated in their course of action.

Let reason and progressive thinking prevail!
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Issue i October 17th, 2008
The Re-Classifaction Process

Any comprehensive re  -classification and job evaluation process requires carefully study,
analysis and implementation, because of the intricacies involved. There has to be deep
consultation, discuss ion and understanding of the process to avoid any misunderstanding. It
is easy to create confusion and to spread mis -information about the process, if there is not
a clear understanding of the issues.

The current exercise is a case in point. The ULP admini stration undertook the re -
classification process in a spirit of openness
was clear on this, following a commitment to the trade unions in 2001. It outlined a series

of reforms, including the re -classification pr ocess, aimed at making public servants,
teachers and the police more efficient, more accountable, more modern, and in the process
ensuring greater job satisfaction and better career prospects.

To be sure, all related trade unions, including the Teachers Un ion, were involved in this
process, either as part of the consultations or during the negotiations. Readers will

remember the Powell Consulting International Network and the report submitted to the
government, that was been discussed nationally.

The Re -classification Exercise work involved three technical phases:

Phase 1: Diagnostic Review

Phase 2: Job Evaluation System Design, Customization and Review of the Job Evaluation
System

Phase 3: Salary Policy Analysis

It is important to note that a Steering comm ittee was set up to oversee the project and that
all of the unions were well represented on this committee and made valuable contributions

to the final outcome of the process.

Based on the findings of the PCIN, two options were put forward for a structured and
defensible pay policy that would promote fairness across all jobs. The options presented in
the report include the rationalization of the current salary structure by establishing:

and

t



1. Internal equity (R1) and
2. Market comparability (R2).

Following recommen dations outlined in the 2004 final report of (PCIN), a phased
implementation approach was adopted starting with an assessment of the cost implications

for R1, followed by R2 of the market. The first phase (R1) which dealt with the

establishment of internal equity within the public service was implemented effective January
1st 2007.

The second phase, R2 was to be implemented from July 1st 2008 and is based on the
establishment of Market (External) Comparability. External comparability is the comparison

of pa y rates for similar jobs outside of the Public Service. The PCIN conducted an external
market salary review (survey) to derive market data for available comparators. The data
obtained was used to establish competitive market levels and R2 trends for compar ators in
SVG, selected OECS Governments and the BVI.

In the second phase, the salary scales were developed on the premise of the recommended
R2 mid points outlined in the PCIN report. A 7% adjustment on the mid points is proposed
to cater for changes in ma  rket conditions since the PCIN report was finalized.

The ULP administration is convinced that based on the current economic conditions, that the
7% adjustment is fair. It should be remembered that this determination is made in light of
the salary increases  provided to all civil servants, including teachers, last year.

It must be noted that the re -classification process is an exercise that is objective in nature
and based along scientific lines. The process must not be tinkered with, since this would
undermi ne factors related to integrity and credibility. Several governments in the Caribbean
have been reluctant, and indeed have refused to go in this direction because of the

challenges involved. These are important issues to be considered.

The ULP administrati  on has no adverse feelings or attitude towards teachers, the Teachers
Union or any other union in the state. The ULP administration has been involved in, and
initiated a number of incentives to benefit teachers in the state. Among these are the

granting of  scholarships with over 124 teachers being beneficiaries and another 300 getting
study leave for academic purposes.

In some cases study leave was granted by the ULP administration, even in the face of

contrary advice and recommendations from the Ministry o f Education. The government
wants to ensure that all teachers are exposed to modern trends in the field of education, so

as to impact directly on the quality of delivery. The evidence of this is reflected in the

results at the 2008 Common Entrance, CXC/Cap e and AbLevel examinations.

Perhaps we need to refresh our minds in relation to the salary increases implemented by

the ULP administration since it came to power. In December 2002 the government made a

one -time payment of 4.25% of monthly salaries. There w as no increase in 2003, but in
2004 the government increased salaries across the board by 4%. This was followed by 3%

in 2005, 4.5% in 2006, 5% in 2007 and 5% in 2008. Comrade Ralph has already indicated

that he is ready to negotiate a salary increase for the next two years and the unions have
been written to in this regard.

The ULP administration is mindful that some positions in the Public Service have been red -
circled, and would wish to see a salary enhancement for these and other public servants.



Letds not forget the annual Christmas bonuses paid by
constant adjustment of the tax bands, to allow workers, including teachers at the lower
salary scales, to take home more money.

The Unions have been told that the country cannot insulate itself from the current
international financial crisis, and the ongoing meltdown in the world economy. The impact

on our small, vulnerable economy is obvious. All Vincentians are aware of these economic
developments, and we must weigh the new demands by the unions against this yard stick,
always mindful of the effect that this will have on our fledgling economy.

Issue T October 10th, 2008
REWRITING HISTORY AND POLITICAL DIVISIONS

JAUNDICED HISTORY

There is currently an opportunistic andill -f ounded rewriting of a vital per.i
political history. Recently, it has been asserted by some who proclaim an abstract and
bogus conceptof fichanggea&t in 1979, the central purpose of the

Movement (UPM) was its quest to create a political space between the two main political

parties of the day, the opposition New Democratic Party (NDP) and the then ruling former

SVG Labour Party. That historically incorrect politica
or focus is then opportunistically juxtaposed today with the purported mission of the

backward, self -proclaimed f ¢ h a n gia thespolitical temple to find space between the NDP

and the ruling ULP. The main political parties of both eras are labeled pejorative ly as

iwar r i ng ardyaccbrding to them, the main contradiction in the body politic then in

1979 and now in 2008 is seen as Aipolitical divi sivenesso

This is historical revisionism of the worst kind because it lays the basis for an insidious

rightist political opportunism in practice. As analysis, it stylises facts in search of a theory of

explanation. Profoundly absent is a coherent body of praxis grounded in the real conditions

of our nationb6s social formati on. Tduespditicabt or i cal revis
opportunism are a consequence of classic petit bourgeois philosophical posturings coupled

with vaunted political vanity. Utopia and idealistic thought has taken hold of these

i magi nary fAchangerso who, object i vgelTlereisimaestigntiict o hol d ba
thinking whatsoever in them.

WHAT 1979 WAS ABOUT?
In 1979, the Caribbean was in the throes of a sharp, nationalist, anti -imperialist, and
socialist -oriented struggle against imperialism, neo -colonialism and a backward section o f

the national bourgeoisie. In each Caribbean country the struggle was being waged. The
socialist, socialist -oriented and revolutionary democrats and progressive social democrats

were building a national and regional movement on behalf of the working peopl e and nation
as a whole. Nearby in Grenada, a revolutionary phalanx had come to power in March 1979.
In St. Vincent and the Grenadines, YULIMO (socialist/socialist -oriented), ARWEE (socialist -

oriented and revolutionary democr adMoehenaprajressitee Peopl e d



social democratic) came together as the UPM to rally the people on national independence
and to contest the general elections of December 1979. The UPM sought not political space
as a pressure group but political power or at least a firm basis for a later assault on the
citadels of political power by progressive forces.

This profoundly revolutionary democratic/socialist -oriented UPM was not fashioned to deal
with purported political divisiveness. To be sure, it addressed the matter o f political
victimisation and manufactured divisiveness but its central planks revolved around genuine
nationalism, socialist orientation and anti -imperialism in its political praxis. To distort all this
to satisfy a currently mistaken political opportunis m by some supposed and objectively
backward @ ¢ h a n g, s ansabsurdity. No wonder they are getting nowhere.

WHAT OF TODAY?

There is this petit -bourgeois utopian fallacy advanced by a handful of persons currently, that

the main retardation to development in St. Vincent and the Grenadines is political

divisiveness, stylized in their proclamations (not analysis) as Aipolitical.lndeediibal i s mo
the truth be told political divisiveness in St. Vincent and the Grenadines has not become

intolerant or debili  tating. Admittedly, it is a problematic issue but of a relatively benign and

irritating nature. To be sure, there is an amplification of divisiveness by a small group of

people on talk radio but the vast majority of people go about their business without p olitical
rancour and the political system purges itself of damaging political divisiveness. Between

1957 and today, this period is probably the least politically divisive in our history. FM Radio

has merely amplified a minority of divisive voices. A verita ble tower of babble consisting of a
handful of arm -chair utopians, purveyors of vanity, and a minority of partisans, is not

central to the political system.

The petit -bourgeois utopians further mistake genuine political differences based on
philosophy, pol icies and programmes as divisiveness. After all, political parties aggregate
the interests of their members, supporters and the general public. Between the ULP and

NDP there are genuine philosophical and programmatic differences. These cannot be swept
away in a make -believe, fictional A al | a h weTo®dsure, weade one nation but
within that nation there is a healthy democratic competition for political power by political
parties grounded in real flesh -and -blood people with ideas and interests.

The central questions in the political economy today surround our quest to build a many -
sided, modern, competitive post -colonial economy which is at once local, national, regional

and global. Imperialism and modern globalised capitalism put us at a disadvantag ein
achieving this quest as swiftly and efficaciously as we would wish. Certain domestic

constraints encumber us, too, but political divisiveness is in fact low down on the totem pole

of encumbrances.

It is absolutely amazing the rubbish that passes for p olitical analysis by those who

arrogantly seek to |l ecture those who are fully grounde
struggles with real problems, and real enemies not political phantoms or ghosts.

Imperialism loves these backward fi ¢ h angwhoseékt o attack a progressive, advanced

social democratic, anti  -imperialist government. Bush and Mc Cain love them.

ULP IS THE CHANGE

Never in the modern history of St. Vincent and the Grenadines have we seen two major

political parties with real philosophical differences as the NDP and the ULP of today. The
opposition NDP has easily the most backward political leadership of any mass political party

since ministerial government in 1957. The NDP today is a neo -liberal, pro -imperialist, anti -



national and anti - peop le outfit. The backward, self -proclaimed fi ¢ h a n g ae tlseid objective
allies.

The ULP is the most advanced social democratic, nationalist and anti -imperialist political
formationin  CARICOM . Indeed, in historical terms, no mass party in St. Vincent and t he
Grenadines has had a more progressive leadership, philosophy, vision, and programme. No

government since universal adult suffrage in CARICOM has chalked up more people -
oriented and national achievements than the ULP has done between 2001 and now. The UL P
represents the change.

In arecent poll in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, conducted by the reputable CADRES out
of Barbados, all of the above have been confirmed. The ULP stands head and shoulders
above all others, despite its limitations. It is the peo pl ebs party of real change.

As the citadels of modern capitalism reel in crisis, some political pygmies on the ground

pratleabout fipol i t i c al asthe central contradichon. How does that analysis

address the real issues of jobs, crime, roads, ho using, education, exchange relations,

unequal trade and so forth? The marginal players look to marginal issues where the dance

canét pay for the I|light. Politics is serious business
not a branch of the entertainment industry. Neither is it political superstition grounded in

political backwardness and personal vanities. Not even occasional progressive garb can

disguise the essence of their objective backwardness.
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Issue T October 3rd, 2008
LESSONS FROM FINANCIAL MELTDOWN IN USA

MELTDOWN

The meltdown in the banking, financial, and mortgage systems in the United States of

America is a genuine full blown CRISIS in the fullest meaning of the word. The principals
(Financiers on Wall Street, the President and his Cabinet, the US Congress) are innocent of
the extent of the condition and have no clear idea as to the way forward. The so -called US
$700 billion bail -outis a shot in the dark. No one knows for sure how bad things truly are;

and no o ne knows whether the proposed balil -out is the remedy. The principals are
scrambling. They assert anxiously that something must be done urgently by the

government of the great USA. Free market, unregulated capitalism and its companion,

naked greed, have cau  sed the immediate collapse of the banking -financial 7 mortgage
systems. Gigantic firms, household -names, have fallen. The spectre of financial chaos has
arisen; thousands have lost their jobs; and millions in the USA are uncertain of the future.
Contagion has spread to other financial centres the world over. Millions of poor people

globally are in danger of an even harsher life. Everywhere the faces of men and women are
strained and anxious. And the American presidential candidates (Senators Obama and Mc

Cain) appear completely irrelevant to the happenings. A great depression looms in the

citadels of global capitalism.



MARKETS AND GOVERNMENTS

Since the Reaganite and Thatcherite frev-pldnnedi onso and
regimes in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, the received wisdom was that the market

is the new god and government must be limited and minimalist. The market was

championed and government maligned. Now that the monumental failure of the market is

before us, government must save t he day. The bulk of the capitalist non -regulators and

deregulators are calling for government to help. All of a sudden the government is a force

for good. But still at the root of it, the same persons who profited from the boon years of

free market capital ism and who privatised their profits are now calling at this moment of

failure to socialise their losses. Ordinary Americans and unsuspecting others overseas are

being called to bail out the profiteers and rescue a hitherto rampaging capitalism.

IDEOLOGY N OT SCIENCE

In St. Vincent and the Grenadines, the opposition New Democratic Party (NDP) when in

government and still today bought the free -wheeling, unregulated, free market capitalist

model hook, line, and sinker. Never mind that in St. Vincent and the Grenadines there never

was a Afree marketo even though there has al ways been
private banks; a handful of private supermarkets; monopoly producers of flour, rice, animal

feed, cardboard boxes, beers; virtual monopoly in so ft - drinks manufacture; and so forth.

That has been St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

|l deol ogues of the fAfree marketo in the-opattackeddt e sector
relentlessly any regulation by the State or any state intervention in the productive sector.
So, the price -control system was effectively dismantled by the NDP and the state -owned
supermarket reduced to the status of a village shop. When the ULP government invested in

the state -owned supermarket to effect some price control on the handful of privately -owned
supermarkets, the chorus of Eustace, Jerry George and even Bassy raised a red flag: The

Comrade wanted to curb the private sector. The choruses grew louder when the Prices and
Commodities Bill was passed. There were street protests. The ideologues, the local

privateers, and an unsuspecting minority section of the working people wedded to the NDP,

took to the streets and called for the resignation of the ULP government. All the government

was doing was to refashion existing law, protect t he poor with sugar imports, and utilise the
sugar profits by the relevant state agency to subsidise fertiliser for the farmers.

Similarly, the ULP gover nment 0 sshgerbankiregyandfinangeu | at i on of t
sector drew gasps from off  -shore bandits and on -shore vagabonds. The politically innocent

Arnhim Eustace proclaimed that the ULPG6s regulations o
James Mitchell 6s daughter, Louise Mitchell, then head

Authority (later renam  ed IFSA) publicly contested his doomsday scenario.

Indeed, on many other connected issues, the NDP opposition went to absurd lengths to

promote the gospel of the free market. When the ULP government signed the Petro Caribe
Agreement and imported cooking ga s to help the consumer, St. Clair Leacock and Arnhim
Eustace said that we were undermining Texaco to the danger of foreign investment. Never

mind that foreign direct investment jumped from 11 percent of Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) in St. Vincent and the G renadines in the year 2000 to 22 percent of GDP in 2005, and
rising!

Similarly, the ULP governmentés firm |Iine with the own
who clearly were bent on promoting their business interests against those of St. Vincent and

the Grenadines, drew howls of protest from the NDP: The Comrade was chasing away

investment, they said. They went further and said that it was our foreign policy with Chavez



and Castro which caused the pull -out of that medical school. But a new American medica
school has since been established in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. How come our foreign
policy did not stop them from setting up here?

And the story goes on and on with umpteenth examples!

SOME CONSEQUENCES OF THE MELT DOWN

The Prime Minister has alr  eady listed publicly some possible consequences of the financial
meltdown in the USA for St. Vincent and the Grenadines. These include:

1.

2.

3.
4,

A fall - off of tourist arrivals as Americas tighten their economic belts. In fact this is

already happening.

The uncertai nty in the US economy is likely to result in a slow -down in investment
from American sources.

Money to be borrowed on the American market is likely to be more expansive.

The real effective exchange rate of the American dollar to which we are tied is likely

to be devalued as against other currencies. This is likely to have an adverse effect on
certain policies, including for oil.

An opportunity though is created for our international financial services sector which is
sound and stable. More business can be p ulled from overseas in this sector. The service
providers in this area must now be more aggressive.

CENTRAL TENETS

In this turmoil overseas, the central tenets of the ULP administration provide the framework
to cushion the fall  -out and take advantage of any opportunities arising. This framework

includes:
1. The overall enterprise for the further ennoblement of our Caribbean civilisation and
the |Iifting of our peoplebds spirits.
2. The quest to build a modern, competitive, many -sided post -colonial economy which
is at once local, national, regional, and global.
3. The overall project to enhance good governance.
4. The efficacious implementation of the Education Revolution.
5. The policy of poverty alleviation/eradication made manifest in practice.
6. Fiscal consolidation.
7. Economic growth and diversification based on a model of a wholesome mix of the
state, private and cooperative sectors.
8. Deepening regional integration.
9. An activist, progressive and pragmatic foreign policy.
10. Quality leadership.
Times may be difficult externa lly but steady, creative, disciplined hands at home keep us
thriving. Letdés celebrate the ULP and the people of
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Issue - September 26th, 2008

BENEFITS FROM ACTIVIST FOREIGN POLICY

St



FOUNDATIONS OF A POLICY

The foreign po licy of the ULP administration is grounded in high principle, tempered by

pragmaticself -i nt erest in the context of our nationdés actual
the totality of its geo  -political circumstances, and the unfolding framework of modern

globalisation. This foreign policy is being executed with dazzling success.

The political direction is given centrally by the Prime Minister, Dr. Ralph E. Gonsalves, and

the Foreign Minister, Sir Louis Straker. They are ably assisted by other Ministers su ch as

Mike Browne, Girlyn Miguel, Douglas Slater, Jerrol Thompson, René Baptiste, Montgomery

Daniel, Glen Beache, and Julian Francis, whose Ministries interface with substantial foreign

policy concerns. It is an integrated political approach which touches upon practically every

facet of governmentoés activities.

Administratively, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade is the hub of the day -

to-day wor kload in this area. At the same time the Pri me
Cabinet Secretar vy, the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of National Security, the

Regional Integration and Diaspora Unit headed by Ambassador Ellsworth John, the Director -

General of Finance and Planning, and the Director of Planning play pivotal roles.

Externally, our  Missions at the United Nations, Washington and the OAS, London, UNESCO

in Paris, and Cuba are most activist in executing our
OECS Missions in Ottawa, Brussels, and Geneva. In the Consular sphere, our Consulates in

New York and Toronto and our many Honourary Consulates worldwide do excellent work. As

always, everyone can and ought to do better.

ACTIVIST YEAR 2008

Thus far, the year 2008 has been very activist and successful for our foreign policy. Our

Prime Ministe r made official visits to Cuba, Taiwan, Austria, Turkey, and Mexico. He
attended conferences in Venezuela and Nicaragua addressing specific issues under the Petro
Caribe and ALBA umbrellas. He was in London and Europe on specific investment missions.
He pl ayed leading roles at Heads of Government Summits of CARICOM and the OECS. He
was in the USA with Congressman Rangel for a follow -up conference to the one in June
2007 with President Bush.

The visits to Austria and Turkey were path -breaking. So, too, wast  he establishing of
diplomatic relations with Iran through the leadership of the Foreign Minister and

Ambassador Camillo Gonsalves at the United Nations and Ambassador Dexter Rose in Cuba.
From each we have seen practical benefits already.

Meanwhile, Sir Lo uis Straker has been focusing on the overall political framework of the

European Union -African Caribbean and Pacific(EU -ACP) r el ati ons and on SVG&s
Presidency of the Non  -Aligned Movement. He has been doing a splendid job. At the same

time, Sir Vincen t Beache has deputised, with distinction, for the Prime Minister at several

high -level ministerial conferences in the Western Hemisphere on security issues.

Indeed, it is absolutely remarkable the extent and high quality of the foreign
policy/diplomatic wo  rk done by the ULP Government, given the slender material and
personnel resources at hand.

Our country has been able to consolidate and extend our excellent and productive relations
with a host of friendly nations especially the USA, Canada, the European Union including



Britain, Cuba, Venezuela, Taiwan, Japan, Malaysia, and Mexico. We have broken new
ground with Austria, Turkey, Morocco, and Iran.

The ULP Administration has obviously utilised its instruments of sovereignty and
independ ence to come to terms more capably with its external environment within the
interests of our peopleds humani sati on.

WHAT6S UP FOR REMAI NDER OF 20087

The Government will consolidate and extend its excellent work but for the rest of 2008 its
foreign policy  activism will focus on the following:

1. Atthe United Nations: Between September 22nd and September 27th, the Prime
Minister will lead a delegation which will include the Foreign Minister. At the UN we
will address the General Assembly, participate in deli berations on the mid - point of

the targeted date for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, play a
leading role in the deliberations on African development, attend a Commonwealth
Summit on the margins of the UN General Assembly, hold nine bila teral
engagements with colleague Heads of Government/State from around the world, and
touch base with our diaspora at a special reception in New York City.

2. Heads of ACP Summit in Ghana: Sir Louis will attend to address ACP business
including EU -ACP relatio ns. This meeting is from October 2nd to October 4th.

3. Commonwealth Finance Ministers Meeting in St. Lucia: Between October 7th
and 8th the PM and his delegation will attend this important gathering.

4. African Union  -Diaspora Summit in South Africa, October 10t h-11th: Thisis

the second such summit. The first was in Jamaica and our PM was a featured
speaker. This is a vital meeting for African peoples the world over. The PM also has a
bilateral meeting lined up with his friend, Jacob Zuma, the President of the R uling
African National Congress. Zuma i s expected to becc¢
next yeards gener al el ections.

5. Extensive European Trip: Between October 13th and October 18th, Prime Minister
Gonsalves will be in Europe largely on a promotional visit for our off -shore finance
sector. On Monday October 13th he will address the prestigious Oxford Union at
Oxford University on t he-EturbpeamBRelafiomshig AnExalving b e an
Partnership. o0 We are advised that hdertolavet he first
ever been invited to address the Oxford Union. Between October 14th to 18th our PM
will address gatherings in five other European cities on the international financial
services sector in SVG, namely, three cities in Switzerland (Geneva, Basle a nd
Zurich), Liechtenstein, and Luxembourg. Early next year he will visit Austria (there
are elections there shortly). And the city of London.

6. OECS-Trinidad and Tobago Summit in St. Kitts on October 23rd: This is to
discuss the matter of an Economic Union.

7. Cuba -CARICOM Summit: in Santiago, Cuba on December 8th. This is the Summit
held every two years. This is a most important meeting in 2008.

8. Brazil -CARICOM Summit: in Brazil between December 16th and 17th. This is a
vital meeting for the further integration of the Caribbean and Latin America,
including the powerful Brazil.

BUSY, BUSY, BUSY

These foreign policy encounters are in addition to several on -going initiatives in this and
other areas of public policy. In this peri od, too, the PM will present the Estimates for 2009
on November 26th and the 2009 Budget on December 1st. Palitically, the ULP will hold a



two -day Conference on Saturday November 22nd and Sunday November 23rd. The first day

will commemor at e t OGilheyea€Cas mpoktichkadtisist. 4

Hi s nor mal duties would be performed. Itdéds a busy, bus
job focused on the people of SVG.
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Issue - September 19th, 2008
IMPRESSIVE LEADERSHIP BY ULP GOVERNMENT

AT HOME AND ABROAD

The ULP government has been displaying impressive leadership at home and abroad since it

was elected to office on March 28, 2001. At home, it has fashioned and implemented public

policies which have | ifted markedly thias educedt rybds goo
poverty, consolidated and improved the fiscal situation, facilitated strong economic growth,

built houses for the working people, carried out the education revolution, launched the

wellness revolution, liberalised the telecommunications sector , strengthened the delivery of

water and electricity, built up the physical infrastructure, engaged in historical reclamation

and cultural renewal, enhanced the development of sports, strengthened national security,

ensured the maintenance of law and order , effected improvements in the framework for the

delivery of justice, improved social security, lifted wages and salaries, reduced taxes,

enhanced the condition of the elderly and the youths, and made Vincentians feel better than

before about themselves.

I n the region, our government has been in the forefront of pushing for the deepening of

regional integration. Our Prime Minister has been at the centre of it all. Internationally, St.

Vincent and the Grenadines has been punching above its weight for our peo pl eds benefit.
OQur people at home and abroad are very satisfied with

Indeed, across the region, the ULP government stands atop the popularity stakes when
compared with others. This has been confirmed by the results of a poll r eported on in
February 2008 and which has just come to hand. The poll was done late last year in Trinidad
and Tobago and the six independent countries of the OECS. It was done by a reputable

international firm out of Britain and commissioned by an interest ed party. Two numbers

stand out. When asked the question about whether or not they were satisfied with their

government 6s performance, 56 percent of people in St.
they were satisfied, 30 percent dissatisfied, and 14 percent did not know or wondt sa

was by far the highest level of satisfaction recorded in any of the countries polled. In answer
to the question relating to confidence in the Prime Minister, 68 percent of the people in St.
Vincent and the Grenadines said th at they had confidence in him and 29 percent said that
they did not. The second highest confidence score for a Prime Minister was 60 percent. All

the others were between 34 percent and 55 percent.

The ULP accepts that there is a hard core NDP support of ro ughly 25 percent which tribally
opposes the ULP. But in the hearts and minds of most of these, there is an admiration for

the government and our Prime Minister. What you hear on NDP -FM (so -called NICE Radio) is
the bile of a small band of Ralph -haters and Labour -haters. Like Collie Budz, the lyricist, we
are blind to all AHayder so!



NOT BY ACCIDENT

The impressive performance of the ULP government is not by accident. Our philosophy of

social democracy applied to Caribbean and Vincentian circumstances, our p eople -centred
vision, our clearly -articulated policies and programmes define our path. This is leadership at

the level of ideas. And we are possessed of a team of talented, hard -working, honest
leaders.

Our Comrade leader has demonstrated his ability to pr esent with clarity the overarching
ideas, concepts and frameworks for the development of our country and region.

His innovative and developmental ideas in several of his essays, articles, and speeches

helped to clear the path for the way forward. Four sets come quickly to mind: First, his

paper on fAOur Caribbean Civilisationo; secondly, his m
Modern, Competitive, Many  -Sided Post Colonial Economy which is at once Local, National,

Regi onal and Gl obal o0; ft lsiprecklcyh,e shiasndb ersdlaggzso on ARegi ona
and fourthly, his speeches and articles on fAGlI obalisat
speeches/ articles on other subjects such as AThe Educa
Revolutiono, nAt he iWellol, neéeisTsheRdwmaleutnat i onal Airport at /
AConstitutional Reform and Good Governanceo.

At the governmental level we have elaborated Strategic Plans on Health, HIV/AIDS,

Education, Housing, Agriculture and Food Production, Rural Transformation, among others.

We have engaged with civil society in the production o
Reductiono, fAthe Soci al Contracto, and Athe Fiscal Cov
Government are engaged in formul at iPiganfit h2e0 ON8a ttioo n2a0l2 ODbe.

REGIONAL INTIATIVES

Our Prime Minister has been writing authoritatively on regional integration since 1971.

Indeed, in 1972 an article co -aut hored by him and Swinburne Lestrade
Aspects of Windward -LeewardInt egr ati ond was published in the UWI | o
Quarterly. He was 25 years of age at the time. This article was subsequently studied as one

of the fiSeven Approaches to West I|Indian I ntegrationo i
Pat Emmanuel.

Since then Comrade Ralph has been in the forefront of intellectual thought and practice on
regional integration. He was the Prime Minister in CARICOM who was put in charge of the
Prime Ministerial Sub -Committee on Governance in an attempt to reform CARICOM. The
seminal Report on this still awaits action. His is now the experienced voice in CARICOM
alongside Prime Minister Manning and in the OECS with Prime Minister Douglas. He carries
the weight with aplomb, dignity, commitment, and a sense of creative ease.

INT ERNATIONALLY

At the United Nations, the OAS and other international fora the voices of the Comrade and

Sir Louis Straker are hugely respected. Together they have fashioned a principled and

pragmatic foreign policy attuned to our interests. Their speeches are crystal clear on the
central issues. Their path  -breaking initiative regarding Malaysia, Turkey, Libya, Iran,

Morocco, Venezuela, Cuba, Ethiopia, Mexico, Austria have brought our country huge

benefits as indeed have their consolidation and extension of relations with USA, the
European Union, Canada and Taiwan.



The nationalist, regionalist, and anti -i mperialist positions of St. Vincent
foreign policy are well  -known internationally. We defend our independence and dignity

without rancou r or stridency. We are firm on the foundation principles of our Caribbean

civilisation and its further ennoblement.

LEADERSHIP ISSUE

Leadership is always an issue. We have it in the ULP. It is absent in the opposition NDP. Our

leadership is sound, progre  ssive,people -centred and principled. The NDPO&s
extent that it exists, is wishy -washy, backward and opportunistic. This will again be an issue

in the next elections. It cannot be ducked.
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Issue - September 12th, 2008
MOST SCHOLARSHIPS EVER FOR UNIVERSITY

33 SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

Last week the ULP administration announced that as a consequence of the excellent GCE
Advanced Level and CAPE results, it is offering thirty -three scholarships, exhibitions, and
bursaries. Last year there were ten. These are in addition to the hundreds of other
scholarships, grants and generous student loans delivered to Vincentian students on their

way to universities around the world. When the ULP came to office there were only three
national scholarships . There were then limited grants; and the student loan programme was

very restricted. There was no student loan programme then for economically disadvantaged
students as there is today.

The offerings this year are as follows:

1. Six national scholarships, each of five years duration. The top student receives the

Pri me Ministerés award, namel vy, a Gold Medal and
from $5,000 last year.
2. Nine national exhibitions, each of three years duration for the stud ents ranging from

7th to 15th on the performance chart. Last year there were four exhibitions.

3. Five special awards for specific subject areas for the students ranking 17th to 20th,
inclusive. These scholarships are each of three years duration. These are n ew
awards.

4. Four bursaries, each valued at EC $20,000.00 per year for the students ranking 21st
to 24th. These bursaries are of three years duration each. These are new bursaries.

5. Nine special awards for persons who will return to teach in specified areas. These are
of three years duration in the specific areas: (a) One for Mathematics; (b) Two for
Maths and Physics; (c) Two for Chemistry and Biology; (d) One for Information
Communications Technology; (e) Three for Technical -Vocation university degrees.



These are new awards. The eligible persons will be required to complete their university
education before their 32nd birthday. Students from this batch and from those in preceding
years will apply for these nine special awards related to the teaching professi on.

EXCELLENT RESULTS

The top six students who will receive the national scholarships all score in excess of 80
percent. The next nine students who will receive the national exhibitions score between 70
percent and 79 percent. The next five awards in t he picking order (16th to 20th) relate to
students who scored between 67.9 percent and 69 percent. The four who will receive
bursaries scored between 66.6 percent and 67.3 percent. Last year the student who came

10th and received an exhibition would have c ome 24th this year.

In 2006 and 2007 the Prime Minister had informed the students that should their
performances improve markedly, he would provide more scholarships and exhibitions. This
year, they did so; thus, as always, he kept his word!

=13
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This batch o f student s i s being call ed, colloquially,
secondary school in September 2001, the first batch under the Education Revolution.

IMPROVEMENT IN SCIENCE

Of the top 24 performers, seven are from the Sciences, a major improv ement from last year
and previous years. Still, better must be done. More tellingly, of the top 24 performers, only

6 are males and 18 are females. We must redress this gender imbalance. This is vital!
Hopefully, we would see applications from qualified ma les for the nine special scholarships
related to teaching in Maths, the Sciences, and Technical -Vocational Education.

Meanwhile, the hundreds of students who passed five CXC subjects (including Maths and

English) and those who passtesd ptlwos #AfAGo nMmuwmdIlc ags ujnesc St
shortly each receive $500.00. The cheques are currently being prepared and will be

distributed in a week or two.

CONGRATS TO ALL
The top ten performers in the AAO0 Level examsain orde
Wood; Cassia Toby; Sinitta Mc Lean; Atiah Stephens; Johanna -Marie Best; Sherry -Ann

Williams; Isis Gonsalves; Rianna Thomas; Adella Sutherland. Jason Haynes is the winner of
the Prime Ministerds award!

The next ten in order of performance are: Kenelil Bullock; Priya Debnath; Keisean
Stevenson; Ki monette Robertson; Del ano Da Souza; Ji mes
Browne; Joylyn Parris; and Sophia Jardine. The next four (those who will get the bursaries)

in order of merit are: Sabrina Kirby; Keera De Freitas; Theoleen Toney; and Maria Joyette.

The ULP extends congrats to all these students, their parents, teachers, and all others who
hel ped them. |1 tds a job well done.

THE COST
The cost of the 33 scholarships, exhibitions, special awards, and bursaries is approximately

$7 million! This is a huge sum. Of course, many times this figure is currently being
expended on all our students over the course of their studies at university. T he only



l imitation on any studentodés quest for a wuniversity edu

student 6s qualification for university entry and his
education.

SVG IS TOPS

In 2000, St. Vincent and the Grenadines s tood at number 5 in terms of student enroliment

at the University of the West Indies for the non -campus countries. By 2005, St. Vincent and

the Grenadines became, and remains number one of the non -campus countries for student

enrollment at UWI. All this is as a consequence of the Education Revolution!

Still, as always, there is more and better to be done. And we will continue to enhance our
achievements.

For the ULP, the Education Revolution is not merely a policy; it is a PASSION!
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Issue - Septem ber 5th, 2008
EDUCATION REVOLUTION MARCHES ON

SUCCESSES AT EXAMS

The improved performances by students this year at t
Levels, and CAPE Exams are part of the testimony of the success of the Education
Revol ution. Il ndeed, the AAO0O Level and CAPE results ar
t he best ever . These, as the people are saying, are i
Education Revolution. But the successes truly belo ng to the students, the teachers, the

parents, and the community. The ULP Government established and consolidated the
framework and allowed the other vital stakeholders to get on with the magnificent job at
hand. Congrats all around!

CONTINUING REVOLUTION

The Education Revolution is continuing apace. The entire country, save and except the

leadership of the opposition NDP and assorted political cretins, has bought into the

Education Revolution. Everywhere there is commitment, hard wo rk, and passion. To be

sure, much more consolidation and extension of the Education Revolution is required but

things are going pretty well. The Ministry of Education, the Education Project Management

Unit (EPMU), the Ministry of Planning, and the Prime Mi ni sterds Office are the
drivers of this Revolution at the governmental level. The Ministry of Health drives nursing

education.

WHAT IS THE MINISTRY DOING?



The Ministry of Education is extremely active in the day -to-day management of the
education system, overall. It is an awesome responsibility with a multiplicity of small and
large tasks.

Moreover, the Ministry has certain main specific undertakings going forward currently:
1. Completion of the upgrade of the school yards at the recently -built Peruvian Vale
School and the substantially re -built Lodge Village School.
2. The on -going upgrade of all school premises throughout St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.
3. The urgent programme for some reconfiguration and expansion of the Community
College.
4. The expa nsion of existing secondary schools, namely: Thomas Saunders, West St.
George, George Stephens, and Buccament Bay.
The completion of the rebuilding of the Intermediate High School.
6. The relocation of J.P. Eustace Memorial Secondary School to the new site at
Edinboro.
7. The relocation of Kingstown Anglican, and additional students, to the current site of
J.P. Eustace Memorial.
8. The further computerization of all schools, including the Max Programme with Cable
and Wireless.

o

WHAT IS EPMU DOING?

The EPMU is essen tially the developmental mechanism/institution for the educational
projects, physical and non  -physical. The following are the major projects driven by the
EPMU:

1. The construction of Union Island Secondary School due to be completed early next
year at a cost  of approximately EC $12 million.

2. The construction of the Barrouallie Secondary School due to be completed early next
year at a cost of EC $8.4 million.

3. The construction of the Edinboro Primary School (to be converted before completion
into a Secondary Sch ool) due to be completed late this year at a cost of EC $6.4
million.

4. The construction of the Fair Hall Primary to be completed later this year at a cost of
EC $5.5 million.

5. The construction of the Bequia Primary School due for completion later this year a
an approximate cost of EC $6.7 million.

6. The preparation for the start -up of the World Bank funded modern secondary school
in West St. George at an estimated cost of EC $16 million.
7. The construction of eight new Early Childhood Centres at Owia, Langley Park,

Marriaqua, Edinboro, Dubois, and Troumaca.
8. The imminent commencement of the construction of the Special Needs Education
Facility at Georgetown.
A host of quality educational interventions, including:

(a) Edu cation Management Degree with options delivered by University of West England in

Bristol both face -to-face in St. Vincent and the Grenadines and on -line at a cost of EC
$783,807.00.
(b) Post -Graduate Diploma in Education for 30 Secondary School Principal s, Vice -Principals

and Heads of Department from the University of Technology in Jamaica at a cost of EC
$304,386.00.



(c) Upgrade of six rural science laboratories at Adelphi, North Union, St. Clair Dacon, Bethel
High, and Petit Bordel costing EC $2.3 mil lion.

(d) Procurement of Software Licences for the teaching/learning of Physics, Chemistry,

Biology and Mathematics. Training delivered by llluminat of Barbados for secondary

teachers and participants from St. Vincent and the Grenadines Community College . Contract
sum: EC $390,975.00.

(e) Supply of laptops, LCD Projectors and Computer Microscopes for secondary schools at a
cost of EC $118,170.00.

(f) Arts and Crafts/Creative Arts Programme in primary and secondary schools.

(g) Procurement of Softwar e Licences for the teaching/learning of Language Arts in
secondary schools at a cost of EC $68,898.99.

(h) Improved support for Lower and Underachievers in secondary schools at a cost of EC
$273,650.00.

(i) Remedi al Educati on StlLeamningSyppertswvithfE@ehasts brfLitecagyt e i n
and Numeracyo for 100 Primary and Secondary School T ¢
Education (UK) and UWI, Mona, at a cost of EC $1.1 million.

() Supplies for reading materials at four Learning Resource Centre s (Walden Ryan, Doris Mc
Kie, Questelles and Layou) costing EC $43,412.32.

(k) 2008 Grade 6 Assessment of Reading Capability and Evaluation of 2006/07 Grade 7 and
8 Literacy Progr amme costing EC $137,891.31. (i) E
Programme in Primary Schools at a cost of EC $200,000.

(m) Establishment of School Boards of Management in Primary and Secondary Schools. Cost
of programme, EC $199,900.00.

(n) Comp TIA Microsoft A+ Certification and Needs Assessment 1 Science and Technology
Curriculum for secondary school teachers (Phase 2) at a cost of EC $31,700.00.

(o) Needs assessment T Science and Technology Curriculum at secondary schools.

(p) In -service Training Workshops - Science, Mat hs, ICT, Arts and Craft, Drama, Music,
English Language.

(q) Supplies for Schools for Special Needs (Kingstown and Georgetown) at a cost of EC
$155,173.67.

(r) Improved Quality of Early Childhood Development, Adult and Non - formal Continuing
Education and Skills Training financed by the European Union. Several programmes
touching on VINSAVE, Cane End Pre  -School, Upgrade of 27 private pre -schools; Arts and
Craft and Skills Training Centres to be constructed at Westwood Primary, Glen and Paget

Farm Commun ity Centres; Supplies for Special Needs, Several Skills Training Initiatives.

(s) Training for 15 Special Needs Teachers at a cost of $169,890.00.



(t) Diploma/Certificate Training for 20 Adult Educators at a cost of EC $200,000.00.
(u) Training of 14  Early Childhood teachers.

(v) Forty undergraduate scholarships for specialist secondary school teachers (34) and for
other teachers at a cost of EC $3.2 million.

(w) Four fell owships at Masters Level at a <cost of
teac hers;

(x) Training of 30 principals (15 secondary, 15 primary).

(y) Nine fellowships at Masters Level for Curriculum Development valued at EC
$437,324.00.

(z) Four fellowships at Masters Level for Education Planning valued at EC $380,186.00.
(aa) C onsultancy for the Development of Diagnostic System to detect learning difficulties.
(ab) Renovation and expanding the Curriculum Unit to include a Learning Resource Centre.

(ac) In -Service Pedagogical Training for Uncertified graduate and non - graduate teachers, a
total of 81 teachers.

(ad) Professional Development Grant Development Programme: nine teachers attend G.C.
Foster College of Physical Education in Jamaica.

(ae) Twenty teachers in training at an underg raduate level on -line for a B.Ed degree in
Literacy Studies at UWI, Mona at a cost of US $314,619.00.

(af) Improved Student Services: Training in Guidance and Counselling (US $195,105.00);
and Training of Parents.

(ag) Several consultancies in other ar eas including the development of an improved and
more developmental legal and regulatory framework for education.

(ah) The further development of the Community College.

Issue - August 29th, 2008
OECS UNION PLUS

MANNING INITIATIVE

The recent initiative by Prime Minister Patrick Manning of Trinidad and Tobago to push for
hi s c¢ount-uywith thd prapdsed OECS Economic Union by 2011 and hopefully a



political union by 2013, has been formally accepted by the Prime Ministers of Grenada, St.
Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines as evidenced by the Joint Declaration in the
Memorandum of Understanding.

The rationale for this initiative is simple and straightforward: Deeper regional integration is
necessary and desirable to confront successfully domestic, regional, and international
challenges. T he unlikely implementation of the Single Economy phase of the CARICOM
Single Market and Economy (CSME) by 2015 or in a manner satisfactory to the OECS, has
prompted the OECS -member countries to move swiftly to an OECS Economic Union before
the end of 2009.  Trinidad and Tobago obviously shares the OECS assessment of the status
of the Single Economy of the CSME and has thus responded positively to an original OECS
call for both Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados to deepen their integration ties with the
OECS. There is space, too, in this Southern and Eastern Caribbean nexus for Guyana.

WILL IT UNDERMINE CARICOM?

The Manning Initiative is likely to strengthen CARICOM and regional integration rather than
weaken it. There is absolutely no inconsistency, theoretically or practically, for a broad
integration process to have different ties or levels within it. This is currently the case in
CARICOM (Bahamas is not part of the CSME), in the Caribbean generally (there is the OECS

and CARICOM), and in other inte gration processes, for example, the European Union
(Britain is not part of the Euro currency zone).

CARICOM has four pillars of integration, namely: Functional cooperation; coordination of

foreign policy; coordination of regional security; and economic i ntegration in which free

trade, customs union, single market, and single economy arrangements are on the table. It

is possible to be part of CARI COM and not part of the
the case of the Bahamas. Similarly, it is possible f or Jamaica, for example, to be part of

CARI COM and for it to stand askance from the ASingle E

JAMAI CA6S POSI TI ON

The Bruce Golding JLP government in Jamaica has made it absolutely clear that it has no

enthusiasm whatsoever for the Single Economy phase of the CSME. Golding correctly argues

that a Single Economy demands restructured governance arrangements in CARICOM so as

to provide it with an el ement of fAsupranationalityod at
not countenance ata | | . I n short, Gol dingdbs government rejects

initiative contained in the Rose Hall Declaration of 2003 which called for, among other
things, a supranationality [CARICOM Commission, Assembly and so forth] while maintaining
the ide a of CARICOM as a community of independent, sovereign states. Golding fears that
this is a sort of back  -door federation to which he is unalterably opposed.

Similarly, the new government in Belize is not overly -enthused about the Single Economy.

For pract ical reasons, Haiti, will not be a viable partner until it gets its domestic governance

in order; and that is some distance away. Suriname remains a puzzle in this process. Thus,

in practical teams, the countries which remain for Single Economy venture are the OECS
member -countries, Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, and Guyana. On the vital currency

issue, it is quite easy to arrive at the requisite convergences between the OECS, Trinidad

and Tobago, and Barbados. It is hugely problematic with Guyana but not i mpossible.

Lurking in the background or foreground, depending on
issue regarding Guyana for the new Thompson administration in Barbados. Trinidad and



Tobago has its concerns on this
are not insurmountable challenges, though they are real political -social issues.

THE COMRADE WAS SPOT ON

All this unfolding regional enterprise confirms the prescient analysis which Comrade Ralph
presented in his speech in June 2008 at Peace Memorial Hall on the occasion of the launch
of the national consultations on the Daft OECS Economic Union Treaty. Indeed, those who
offered knee -jerk and superficial critiques of that speech now see its wisdom, candor and
realism.

So, the scenario from here onwards looks like this:

1. The OECS member -countries will conclude their Economic Union by the end of 2009.

2. The OECS Economic Union will seek to have the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas
amended to accord a special place for it in the CSME a rrangements.

3. Trinidad and Tobago, and possibly Barbados and Guyana, will enter into appropriate
Protocols with the OECS Economic Union by 2011. This does not mean that these
countries will enter the functional OECS arrangements such as the Supreme Court
system. Membership in the OECS Economic Union will necessarily involve a nexus
between the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union (ECCU) and the currency systems of
the other countries which come go the OECS Economic Union.

4. By 2013 Trinidad and Tobago and one or m ore OECS member -countries may enter a
special political union arrangement with each other.

All these processes require careful study and maximum public consultation. In the case of a

political union, it is likely under the existing St. Vincent and the Gren adines Constitution
that an appropriate referendum would be required to be held. A reformed Constitution of St.

Vincent and the Grenadines may or may not contain that legal requirement but it may be

politically necessary and desirable to hold such a refere ndum. Those are questions for future
determination but they are for current on -going discussions.

FINAL COMMENT

The ULP urges that we approach these discussions in an informed manner without
unwarranted political bickering. Too often, on these huge issues, small minds with big
mouths adopt uninformed and demagogic postures on account of agendas driven by
personal vanities or an unnecessary political partisanship. Let us lift these integration
debates to a level which befits our noble Caribbean civili sation.

Issue - August 22nd, 2008
EARTHWORKS START AT ARGYLE

THE BULLDOZERS RUMBLE

Last Wednesday Aug ust 13th, the bulldozers and other heavy -duty equipment commenced
the earthworks at the site of the Argyle International Airport. Our Prime Minister, Dr. The

, tboa,j chbbtal ancmot h@ust &



Hon. Ralph E. Gonsalves, signaled the start when he co -piloted a bulldozer and rammed it

into a re cently -abandoned house. On hand to witness this event were Cabinet Ministers, the

diplomatic personnel from the Cuban and Venezuelan embassies in St. Vincent and the

Grenadines, the management and staff of the International Airport Development Company

(IAD C), dozens of Vincentians of all walks of life, and the news media. It was a beautiful

and joyous day of celebration, reflection, and hope. The dream of the vast majority of

Vincentians, at home and abroad, was in the process of becoming a reality. It was,

symbolically, all taking place on the birthdays of Fidel Castro and Sir Vincent Beache, two

leaders who have had an important hand in helping this dream become a reality. We will

have our international airport by the end of 2011, God

COALITIO N OF THE WILLING

In an historic speech on August 08, 2005, Comrade Ralph outlined the rationale for Argyle

as the site for the international airport. Using a series of prior studies, the Comrade

demonstrated that the Arnos Vale site was technically and fi nancially unfeasible even for a

jet airport much less to an international airport; he showed that the Kitchen site was too

expensive (twice the cost of Argyle) and environmentally and economically problematic; and

concluded that the Argyle site, though cha llenging, was feasible technically and achievable
financially. He sketched, creatively, the formation of
airport at Argyle. The major partners in such a Coalition, he averred, comprised St. Vincent

and the Grenadin es, Cuba, Venezuela, Taiwan, Canada, Trinidad and Tobago, and possibly

others. To that list can now be added Austria, Turkey, and possibly Iran, among others.

Where the three principal leaders of the modern political era, namely, Ebenezer Joshua,
Milton Cato, and Sir James Mitchell had not succeeded, Ralph Gonsalves and his team had
put things creatively to deliver the international airport. It has been a masterpiece of
leadership in conception, thought, and action. Let there be praises and thanks.

CHAT OYER 7 CHE CONTINGENT

The workforce of Cubans, Vincentians, and others has been labeled the Chatoyer -Che
Contingent in memory of the inspirational Joseph Chatoyer, National Hero of St. Vincent and
t he Grenadi nes, and Ernesto fi C h eneCubénu revoletionary oft h e Ar ge

international repute. There are currently forty seven (47) Cubans (technical and
professional persons) working at the airport site and approximately fifty (50) Vincentians.

They constitute the core of the hands -on workers at the si te. So far, they are doing a
marvelous job.

The site at Argyle is being transformed into a school of technical studies for Vincentians.
Over the next 3 % years or so, Vincentians will acquire a wide range of practical road and
building construction skill s, in addition to those relating to airport construction.

THE MONEY IS COMING IN

In addition to the in  -kind support of Cuba and Venezuela so far, other resources have been
coming into the coffers of the IADC for the airport construction. Late last week , the US $10
million cash contribution from Trinidad and Tobago arrived. Similarly, the 120,000 Euros
contribution from Austria to purchase two compactors has been transferred, as hitherto

agreed, to the Organisation of American States (OAS) for on -sending to the Government of
St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Meanwhile, the mobilisation of other resources is taking

place from other sources as earlier outlined by the Prime Minister.



ALL ELEMENTS IN PLACE

All other elements in the process of constructing the international airport are moving well.

These include: the property purchases at Argyle; the environmental assessment and
monitoring plan; the Church and cemetery relocation; the historical -cultural recl amation;
the over -all master plan and training.

One person whose property was acquired has sought to provide some unnecessary
difficulties. He has been aided and abetted by the opposition NDP and their empty -headed
sycophants on their talk  -radio. None of this will stop the march of progress. The unpatriotic

and opportunist elements will be isolated by the people who overwhelmingly want their
airport. None of t he NDP&6s opposition antics
government.

TRUST FUND -BOND | SSUE

Comrade Ralph has announced that he has given instructions to his technical staff to
explore practically the setting up of a trust fund and the floating of a special airport bond

issue available to Vincentians who want a practical way in which to ex press their support for
the airport. Vincentians at home and abroad have been demanding such an opportunity to

show their support. It will shortly be at hand.

NDP AT ODDS WITH PEOPLE

On the international airport issue, the leadership of the opposition NDP has taken a
backward and divisive position. In this matter they are being aided and abetted, objectively,

by some political plan -pen advocates of a superficial and reactionary change who
opportunistically adopt a fence -sitting posture of even  -handednes s.

The simple fact is that on this issue, as well as other progressive ones, the opposition NDP

is at odds, indeed at political war, with the people. They will pay a heavy price at the polls

next time again and again! Meanwhile by the end of 2011 the air port will be a reality at
Argyle!
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Issue - August 15th, 2008
PROGRESS ON ALL FRONTS

GOOD GOVERNA NCE

On all fronts, public policies as led by the ULP government are making progress in their
implementation. To be sure, there is unevenness in the progress in the sense that there is

much more progress in some areas than in others. This is a natural con dition of uneven and
combined development in a society, economy, and polity which is in the throes of
meaningful change for better. And, of course, as always in life and production we can do



better than we are doing as a nation. Better can always be done. But undoubtedly the ULP
government is delivering good governance excellently. This is what is promised. Perfect
governance is not possible this side of eternity but excellent governance is not only possible

but achievable in practice.

All of these considerations and more arose as public servants and journalists accompanied

Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves on a visit to some community and national projects in the
constituencies of North Central Windward and North Windward on Monday August 11, 2008.
It was an eye -opener for the journalists.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS

The Prime Minister visited some community projects in Colonarie, Park Hill and South

Rivers. At Colonarie, the school compound which encompasses the George Stephens
(Senior) Secondary School and the Colonarie Primary School is being transferred for
learning and sports. The Secondary school was established in 2005 and a replacement

primary school was then built. The secondary school is now being fur ther expanded to
accommodate more students and to enhance the teaching of a wider syllabus.

Courtesy the Social Investment Fund (SIF), the Playing Field in the school compound has
been enlarged, is being upgraded, and fenced. It is emerging as a quality facility for football
and cricket. A multi  -purpose hard court is almost completely built and it is fenced.

At Park Hill, near to the refurbished and enlarged Community Centre, is a reclamation land

project for the provision of additional space for open -air community activities. This project
has a cost of approximately $300,000. It is adjacent to the newly -cut and concreted road
into the community of Dundo Hole where an additional three acres of land were recently
purchased and distributed to persons in th e village for home construction.

In Park Hill, too, a magnificent playing field I indeed, a sporting facility T is being built in
the Valley Road area. Partly flat and partly hillside land is being transformed into a huge

playing field. Approximately eig ht acres of land were purchased by the Government for
nearly $800,000. The SIF has put in $250,000 for the project and the Government is

spending a further $250,000 for fencing and back -walls. Further resources would be
provided by Government to complete t his project.

At South Rivers, the Prime Minister visited the educational and sporting project financed by

the National Lottery at the South Rivers Primary School in the sum of slightly in excess of
$300,000. This project includes a hard -court ($102,000.) , fencing of the school
($100,000.), a computer room ($75,000.), and a refurbishing and painting of the school

itself ($25,000.). At South Rivers, too, a major community project, the transformation of

the small and stony playing field is taking place. This involves further engineering work and
the displacement and resettlement of five families. Some public servants are moving too

slowly on the full implementation of this project. More focussed speed is needed!

SOME NATIONAL PROJECTS

The following nation  al projects were visited by the Prime Minister, namely: -
1. The Medical Diagnostic Complex at Georgetown. This project will cost in excess of
$20 million. It is executed jointly by the governments of Cuba and St. Vincent and
the Grenadines. It is massive. It will cover 28,000 square feet of floor place. It will
be a modern hospital with all the facilities at the Milton Cato Memorial Hospital,
though on a smaller scale, plus the only facility in St. Vincent and the Grenadines for



dialysis treatment. It is due t 0 be completed by September 2009. A sort of 30th
Independence anniversary gift to the nation.

2. The rebuilding of the road and bridges from Rabacca to Sion Hill in Sandy Bay at a
cost of in excess of EC$13 million. This is financed by a $9 million grant from the
European Union and $4 million from the government of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. Work is on  -going. It is due for completion by August 2008. Another 30th
Independence anniversary gift. The contract is being carried out by Dipcon
Engineering.

3. The bu ilding and reconstruction of the road from Fancy and Sandy Bay at a cost of
some EC$14 million, mainly a grant from the European Union. This contract is being
executed by Kelectric Construction Company.

4. The Owia Fisheries Complex financed by a grant of EC$ 34 million by the Government
of Japan. The project should be completed by December 2008, a Christmas present.

In the absence of Parliamentary Representation and Minister of Agriculture, Montgomery

Daniel, who was in Cuba on official business, the visiting team did not visit some other
national or community projects in North Windward. A significant one is the Agricultural
Training Institute which is nearing completion. This Institute and the Land Bank will do
wonders for agriculture in St. Vincent and the Gr enadines.

MEANWHILE THE NATIONAL PLAN

Meanwhile, work is in rapid progress on the National Economic and Social Development Plan

(2008 to 2020). The National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDEC), a
broad -based consultative body with legislat ive status, and the officials in the Ministry of
Planning have led the consultations locally on the Plan. There is now a rough draft. This is

being used to further consultations, currently on -going, in the Diaspora in the United
Kingdom, New York, and Toro nto. Then these consultations will continue nationally,
including the vital inputs from the Cabinet. Copies of the Draft have been sent to the
Opposition New Democratic Party. Never in the history of St. Vincent and the Grenadines

has there been such an ex ercise on a National Plan. Public participation is of salience to
these exercises. Yet, to some there is no public participation unless they get gilt -edged
invitations delivered to them by the Prime Minister on television. What vanity!

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

On Thursday August 7, 2008, the Committee of the Whole House (minus the Opposition
who stayed away) and the Constitutional Reform Steering Committee (CRSC) met at the

House of Assembly building for further discussion on Constitution al Reform. The Prime

Minister outlined histime -t abl e and expressed his governmentdds int
exercise, including the Referendum, between October and December 2009. The CRSC

Chairman, Parnel Campbell Q.C., expressed the hope that the Oppos ition will return to the

concluding deliberations next month.

AIRPORT CONSTRUCTION BEGINS

By the time this article appears, the actual construction on the international airport at

Argyle would have commenced. August 13, the birthday of Fidel Castro and Sir Vincent

Beache, was the start  -up day for the workforce of the Chatoyer i Che contingent.

History is being made by a magnificent Vincentian people in communion with our overseas
friends and allies, especially from Cuba and Venezuela at this stage.

God is blessing our nation abundantly!
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Issue - August 8th, 2008
ULP IS PERFORMING WELL

EXCELLENT WORK IN SECOND TERM

With one -half of its second successive term completed, the ULP government is performing

well. As promised in its 2005 Election Manifesto, it has been consolidating, extending and

deepening its magnificent first term wor k efieldoft he peop
governmental activity, considerable progress has been made and the new challenges have

been met with creativity, resolve, and a refreshing focus. To be sure, errors have been

made but these have been on the peripheral matters, not substantial on es. And as always in

life and production, better can always be done in our quest to improve further the condition

of our nation and the lives of our people. Still, the ULP has done very well. It is without

doubt the best performing government in our region

In its second term the ULP government reinvigorated its quest to build a modern,
competitive, many -sided post -colonial economy which is at once local, national, regional,

and global. It has sought to do so within a context of vastly improved good gover nance
lodged within the framework of our ennobling and evolving Caribbean civilisation and its
esteemed Vincentian component. In the process, the ULP has pursued efficacious public

policies linking inextricably national policies with its regional and inter nationalist foreign
policy thrusts. And as the challenges of rising food and energy prices loomed, it responded

well with an admirable mix of immediate and medium -term initiatives. No other government

in the region has responded as swiftly creatively and e ffectively as ours. No other political
party has been so intellectually nimble and productively activist in its prescriptions. The ULP
throughout thus has been the force for progressive change; it represents the change; it is

the change. Everything else fr om its competitors in St. Vincent and the Grenadines has
been nonsensical froth, signifying nothing but useless babble.

MACRO -ECONOMY

In 2006 and 2007, the economy of St. Vincent and the Grenadines grew by a huge 6.8 per

cent and 6.9 per cent respectiv ely. Sizeable surpluses were created on the current account
of the central government operations. Record capital expenditures have been chalked up.
Tax levels have been effectively reduced. Foreign direct investment (FDI) has increased
from 11 per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2000 to 22 per cent of GDP in 2006
and an estimated 26 per cent of GDP in 2008. Employment is up; joblessness is down;
poverty, nationally, is in decline.

Mindlessly, the critics say that all of this is of no consequence because some people are still
hurting economically. Do these critics want the ULP to transform SVG completely in seven

years into a land of plenty in a world of rampaging globalisation, trade liberalisation, and

mind -boggling unfairness/exploitation of a d 0g-eat-dog international capitalism, in which
disorder small developing countries like SVG have to fight for space to survive and thrive?



To be sure, the altered banana regime and market condition internationally have severely
challenged our rural econom vy . Yet, the ULP governmentods
rehab/replanting, subsidies for fertiliser, the National Food Production Plan, the boost to the
fisheries sector and more, have made a real difference in stemming an economic avalanche

and at

the same time moving things forward. The support systems through targeted

interventions in the social sphere have eased the pressure on our people, especially the
poor and working folks. Still, there is much more to be done.

MAJOR CAPITAL PROJECTS

All around us in this nation the capital projects are sprouting up aplenty. Since the general
elections of December 2005, we have witnessed the following among others:

1.

2.

ONo GOk

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

The completion of the $55 million cricket facility at Arnos Vale and an upgrade at
three o ther venues for World Cup 2007.

The start -up and completion of the $56 million jet airport at Canouan, the first ever
jet port in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

The completion of several Learning Resource Centres and the start -up of others.
The completion /rehab of several police stations and the start -up of others.
The expansion of several secondary schools.

The current construction of seven schools, primary and secondary.

The completion of the $22 million Windward Water System.

The completion and on -going expansion of the Lowmans Power Plant; the entire
project is in excess of $100 million.

Low-income houses have been built and are being built at several parts of the
country.

The Windward Highway is being rebuilt from Fancy to Kingstown: $140 million!

The Rabacca Bridge was built.

Sea defences and river defences galore have been built.

The building of the National Library Complex.

The building of the NBC T APl Headquarters.

The building of the Reigate Commercial Complex.

The building of the Modern Customs H eadquarters.

The building of the NIS Headquatrters.

The building of the Owia Fisheries Complex.

The building of the Modern Medical Diagnostic Complex at Georgetown.

The start -up of the most historic Argyle International Airport.

POLICIES IN PLACE

The policies which are in place are being executed on an on -going basis, including:
1. The Education Revolution;
2. The Housing Revolution;
3. The Well ness Revolutiond
4. The Constitutional Reform Project;
5. The Quest for Cultural Authenticity and Historical Reclamation ;
6. The development policies for youths and the aged.
7. The fight against crime and the causes of crime;
8. The significant attraction of foreign direct investments;
9. The reform of the state administration;
10. The OECS Union and CSME Projects;
11. The nationalist, progre  ssive pragmatic foreign policy; and

12.

Overall economic growth and development;

ni ti

ati ve



13. Increased employment and poverty reduction.

None is better than the ULP. Long may it prevail!
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Issue - July 31st, 2008
PM6s SUCCESSFUL VI SI'T TO TAI WAN

THE VISIT

Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves returned to St. Vincent and the Grenadines on Monday July

28, 2008, after aone -week of fici al Vi sit to Tai wan. This was t
Taiwan since becoming Prime Minister, and his seventh over all. It is always a tiring and

time -consuming trip: It takes two days to get the re; and two days to return. As always,

though, the visit was most successful. The PM6s del eg
Anthony -Br own e, Director of Planning and I nspector Christ

Security Team. Two of ildterh ésis @d Btorm,daecébnspaniechhim at no
expense to the State of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

THE OBJECTIVES OF VISIT
The objectives of the visit were five -fold:

1. To seize an early opportunity to get to know the new Taiwanese leaders and to
exchange productive ideas of a bilateral and multi -lateral nature.
2. Tore -confirm the pre -existing agreements which St. Vincent and the Grenadines and
Taiwan had concluded under the previous Taiwanese government.
3. To advance further practical bilateral assista nce and to strengthen generally Taiwan -
SVG relations.
4. To engage the private sector in Taiwan in further practical investment in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines; and
5. To meet our Vincentian students and discuss with them matters of mutual interest.
Additional ly, en route to Taiwan, in Los Angeles, the PM had a luncheon meeting with
Vincentians, other Caribbean nationals, and supportive Americans. On his return journey, he
had a productive meeting with thirty prospective investors who reside in California from
SVG, the Caribbean and the USA. Our Honorary Consul, Dr. Cedrin Gill, and his team
including Floyd Prince and Brian Samuel, organized these successful events.

The objectives of the visit were met.

THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

PM Gonsalves held productive and wide -ranging talks individually with President Ma Ying -

jeou, Premier Liu Chao -Shiuan, and Foreign Minister Francisco Ou. Each of these new

Taiwanese leaders re -af firmed their countryés intentiohe to str
excellent relations which exist between our two countries. The improvement in cross - straits
relations between Taiwan and mainland China in no way
allies. Indeed, greater benefits are likely to redound to us in the le ssening of tensions

between Taiwan and mainland China.



St. Vincent and the Grenadines, through PM Gonsalves, recommitted itself to assist Taiwan
to gain entry into United Nations6 agencies and ot her

Both PM Gonsalves and  Foreign Minister Ou signed a Memorandum of Understanding. In it,
Taiwan did the following, among other things:

1. Reaffirmed its commitments to provide the on -going assistance with the National
Library Project, the Cross -Country Road Project, the provision of Scholarships and
computer equipment, and so forth.

2. Reaffirmed its commitment to assist the Argyle International Airport Project with the

grant and soft |l oan already promised (US$30 mil i

will give favourable considerat ion to providing an additional grant or soft loan to help

St. Vincent and the Grenadines offset the rising
3. Agreed to increase the grant of the on -going cooperation programmes in the Civic

Development Project to US$2.5 million per year starting from 2009 to 2011.
Further, at a luncheon with our Prime Minister, Premier Liu announced the increase in the
number of Taiwan university scholarships from five to ten annually. There are currently 26
Vincentian students stu  dying in Taiwan.

Moreover, PM Gonsalves obtained a commitment from the President, Premier and Foreign
Minister of Taiwan to work urgently in concert with SVG to assist it in enhancing agricultural
production and energy self  -sufficiency particular in the area of solar energy. Important work
has commenced in these areas. PM Gonsalves raised with the Vice Minister for Foreign
Affairs particular issues which are of immediate concern to the Vincentian students in
Taiwan, who are doing quite well.

OTHER MEETI NGS

The Prime Minister held other very productive meetings including:

1. A visit to, and presentation by, Motech Industries Inc., the sixth largest producer of
solar energy products in the world. Motech has been invited to SVG under a
cooperation programme to be worked out between the two governments and
Motech. This holds huge potential benefits for St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

2. A luncheon of business | eaders hosted by SVG6s
Christine Tsung. A follow -up visit will be made by business representatives to SVG
shortly.

3. A meeting with eleven of our students in Taiwan and Peggy Carr. The other students
were in St. Vincent and the Grenadines or elsewhere on holidays. This meeting
started at 4.00 pm. At 7.00 pm, the Comrade took them all to dinner. He cancelled
an official social engagement to be with his students. His Taiwanese hosts were most
accommodating in the regard.

4. In Los Angeles the two meetings which he held were most productive. There are
possible foreign investments arisin g therefrom.

FINAL COMMENT
On last evening before the Comrade left Taiwan, he reported on his visit on WE -FM Shake -

up hosted by Burns Bonadie. On his return he reported at a Press Conference, hard work,
progress, transparency, and good governance are at play here!
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Issue - July 25th, 2008

THE UNITY LABOUR PARTY FOR TRUSTED PROJECT PLANNING AND
IMPLEMENTATION

GROUN D BREAKING

Many persons have marveled at the many projects implemented by the ULP administration
since it took office in 2001. By the last count, the government has been responsible for the
concept design, planning, construction and operation of over 120 projects during the period
March 2001 to June 2008, a duration of seven short years. The opposition NDP could not
match this record in seventeen years.

In all projects the lives of Vincentians have been touched in a positive way. A large degree
of transparency has been brought to the way the ULP administration went about its project

planning and implementation, and at all stages the people of St.Vincent and the Grenadines,

and indeed those in the Diaspora, have been informed and kept abreast of all the activities.

As always the projects have spanned all the critical sectors of the nation, including
agriculture, tourism, education, infrastructure development, health, housing, roads, national
security, sports and recreation. Some of t hese bear repeating since many of our citizens
simply do not remember.

For example in 2004 the government opened the George Mc Intosh Community Market in

Paul 6s Avenue for 16 micro business operators. Then th
Golden G rove and Sandy Bay, the Chicken Hatchery at Dumbarton, the Leeward Bus

Terminal, the Golden Years Activity Centres at Cane Grove and Black Point, and the new

YWCA building.

The story is the same in 2005 and the projects continued, including the tunnels a t Byera
and Park Hill, the Fisheries Complex at Bequia, shops built by National Properties at
Campden Park, learning resource centres at North Union, Layou and Union Island, and the

list goes on.

From all this, one can determine that the ULP administrati on is a government that puts the

people at the centre of devel opment. ltés the better me
is at stake. Take the Education Revolution, an on -going project that has created tremendous

benefits for the young people of the state. When the ULP came to power in 2001, close to

54% of our young people were having a difficult time furthering their secondary school

education. In a way this also retarded their advancement at the tertiary level.

What did the ULP do? First there wa s the repair work to a number of primary and secondary
schools in the state. Vincentians will remember the hue and cry about the plywood

school s! ! Then came the | aunch of the Education Rev(
mu st be | eft b e hi terdRalph GensalvesetherMdtartad s drive to increase the

number of Vincentian students at the three campuses of the UWI. Comrade Ralph then used

t he ULPOS I nternational Rel ati ons strategy to i ncr e

Vincentians in Cuba, Venez  uela, Mexico, Taiwan, Turkey, Austria and Malaysia.



The Education Revolution has been deepened through the construction of better primary

and secondary schools (three primary and three secondary), more learning resource
centres, and a modern public libra ry. Every family in St.Vincent and the Grenadines,

whether or not they support the ULP, has been touched by the Education Revolution. And
yet the wicked, unpatriotic NDP continues to fight against progress in the country.

The Yurumein -Taiwan Bridge isa case in point. Vincentians will remember how the atte
to build this all important bridge was rubbished by the NDP. But all Vincentians will
remember the tremendous outpouring o support when the bridge was opened last year,
leaving the NDP in the dust.

mpt

What does this say about the ULP Administration? Well the record of over 120 projects

during a period of seven short years must count for an excellent report card. It says that

the ULP can be trusted to implement projects for the overall development of St .Vincent and

the Grenadines. It says that the ULP can be trusted to keep these projects transparent, be
trusted to b prudent and be trusted to keep the people informed as always.

So now we come to the largest and perhaps the most important project to be design and
constructed by the ULP administration, the International Airport Project at Argyle.

The way the project has been designed, through
itself. To be sure this process is a manifestation of the success of the International Relations

strategy of the ULP administration.

Many Vincentians from all walks of life, including those in the Diaspora and many persons
who support the NDP, are happy with this project. Here and there, concerns have been
raised about the cost of the project, the cross wind studies and the environment. Thes

e

have all been addressed in a comprehensive manner by Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves, the

CEO of the IADC, Rudi Matthias and others on radio programmes, and in the press.

As expec ted the NDP has been most unpatriotic about this project, and its leader, Arnhim
Eustace has been making wild and irresponsible statements about this all important

project.

The press conference this week by Rudi Mathias has provided Arnhim Eustace and th
with a reality check. Rudi Mathias was able to outline in great detail, the new revised costs
of the Airport project at ECM589. Even more so, he was able to announce to the nation that

e NDP

the government through the International Airport Development Comp any, has already

identified the sources of the funds, to the tune of EC$595M.

Rudi Mathias and his officials completely rubbished the statements made by Eustace and his
supporting echo chamber.

The NDP in its 17 year reign, never attempted to address the issue of an international

airport on mainland St.Vincent. Instead there was confusion and division, as outlined by the
former Prime Minister, Sir James, in his recent biography.

One clear point coming from the leader of the oppos ition, is that if Vincentians want
an International Airport, then they have to keep the ULP in power, since the NDP is not
prepared, is unwilling, and does not have the foresight, experience and leadership, to build
or to even complete the Airport p roject.

to see

t

he



Come on Arnhi m, no more |l ong talk. I't6s time to get
Vincentians, for the International Airport Project at Argyle will be a lived reality, for the first
time, at long last.
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Issue - July 18th, 2008
THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT HAS COME

GROUND BREAKING

On Sunday July 13, 2008, ground was broken at Argyle for the start of the International
Airp ort. A massive crowd, estimated by the Police, to be about 20,000 (Twenty thousand)
persons witnessed a blast in the earth of one of the mountains and the smashing of three
buildings. It was a memorable, historic and joyous occasion. On the podium were
rep resentatives of the Governments of Cuba, Venezuela, Taiwan, and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, among others. Speeches were heard from the Ambassador of Venezuela, a
representative of the Cuban government, a representative of the Eastern Caribbean Civil
Aviation Authority (ECCAA), Dr. Rudy Matthias of the state -owned International Airport
Development Company(IADC), and Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves. A speech was read
from the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Patrick Manning, by Hans King (Press
Secretary to PM Gonsalves) who chaired the proceedings. Julian Francis, Minister of
Housing, headed the team which organized this most successful event. The entire
proceedings were broadcast live on three radio stations (NBC, Star FM, and Cross Country).
A TV crew filmed the event for later broadcast. Music and song were ever present!

THE SPEECHES

The Cuban and Venezuel an representatives reiterated t
the Project and reaffirmed their specific roles: Venezuela is providing substa ntial material

assistance, including the provision of all the heavy -duty equipment estimated to cost some

US$20 million. Cuba is providing the design for the runway, professional and technical work

force, and supervision of the Project.

The representative from ECCAA outlined that entitybds
airport designers. He expressed ECCAAOds satisfaction
is the relevant regulatory authority.

Dr. Matthias, Chief Executive Office r of the IADC, detailed the history of the Project, the
financing and technical elements, the overall plan of work for the next three years or so of
construction and dealt head  -on with some of the misguided critics from the Opposition. He
was substantial a nd masterful.



The speech from PM Manning, read by Hans king, out
commitment to the Project in an upfront cash contribution of US$10 million. Manning spoke
of the Airportds necessity and Comr adgitRal phés steadf a

PM Gonsalves was his usual impressive self as he detailed all the central financing and

technical features of the Project against the backdrop of the political work done to put

together the fACoalition of the Wil hardnlgtttg dganstbhei | d t he
misguided and unpatriotic critics.

Julian Francis and Hans King were skilled at moving the proceedings along.
THE FACTS AND DETAILS

Among the central facts and details which emerged are as follows:

(A) FINANCING

The Airport Project is estimated to cost about EC$500 million or approximately US$185
million: The major contributions are expected to come from:

1. The Government of St. Vincent and the Grenadines in purchasing all the lands and
buildings at Argyle: EC$135 million or US$50 million.

2. The Governments of Cuba and Venezuela in providing design and supervision
services, professional and technical workers, heavy -duty equipment, and support
overall for the earth works: EC$165 million or roughly US$60 million.

3. The G overnment of Taiwan for Air Terminal, Ancillary Facilities, and other Expenses:
EC$80 million or US$30 million.

4. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago: EC$27 million or US$10 million for
Earthworks and other Expenses:

5. The CARICOM Development Fund: EC$44.5 m illion or US$16Y2 million for Paving and
other Expenses.

6. Mexico, Austria, and SVG: For Master Plan, Training, Equipment (two pieces from
Austria), Visuals and Telecoms, Miscellaneous, and Contingencies.

7. Possible support from Turkey (discussions are advanced ) and Canada (initial
discussions).

The financing contribution from SVG will come from land sales of state lands. As the lands
are being sold, there is need for bridging finance. Thus the loans from First Caribbean Bank
and NIS with the lands to be sold as security.

(B) WORK DONE SO FAR
So far, among the vital elements of the work done on the Project are:

1. Techni cal and feasibility studies on the Airportééds
2. Surveying, wind studies, and geo -technical strides.

3. Design of Runway.

4. Work plan for Earthworks.

5. Recruitment of professional, technical, and other workers.

6. Payment for almost all the built properties at Argyle and some of the vacant lands.

7. Relocation of persons from Argyle to sites at Harmony Hall, Diamond and Carapan.

8. Enviro nmental Impact Assessment done by Kocks International.

9. Commencement of work on Overall Master Plan.

10. Setting up and staffing of IADC to manage the project.



11. Putting the Financing in place.
Now that the ground has been broken, the heavy -duty equipment are her e, and the Cuban
professional and technical staff are arriving this week, the earthworks are about to start.

MAGNIFICENT PROJECT

The Argyle International Airport Project is the largest and most significant capital project
ever undertaken in the history of SVG. It has taken the dynamic and creative leadership of
Comrade Ralph and his government to put this project together. What they have done was
never even approached to be done by Ebenezer Joshua, Milton Cato, and James Mitchell
over a 50 -year period. It takes visionary, committed, and practical leadership to do what
Ralph and his team have done.

When the history of all this is written, the petty critics would not even get a footnote. The
architects of it all, the builders in the tradition of the Prop het Nehemiah will be praised and
thanked for generations to come.

Let the works begin! The Chatoyer i Che Contingent of Workers are about to work their
magic. The ACoalition of the Wi llingo to build

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkk

Issue - July 11th, 2008
SVG RESPONDS TO AWESOME CHALLENGES

BE FOCUSSED ALWAYS

The entire global economy, including that of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, is facing
currently the awesome challenges of soaring oil prices and rising food costs. These are

symptoms of larger structural contradictions and imbalances in the modern dog -eat-dog
world economy. The reverberations from all of this have plac ed immense pressure on
economies the world over, especially small developing economies like ours in St. Vincent

and the Grenadines. Creative governance of the highest quality is called for; both leaders

and the people as a whole must keep their focus and n ot be blown away by the debilitating
malaise of learned helplessness. More than ever, government is about ideas and action,

intellectual thought and creative implementation. To be at our best, our people must be

united in the purpose of fashioning and appl ying appropriate measures.

Broadly -speaking, the methodological framework of the ULP government has been in accord
with all this. Centrally, the ULP administration has elaborated, and detailed, a quest to build

a modern, competitive, many -sided post -colonial economy which is at once local, national,
regional, and global. Within that overarching quest, the government has emphasised, in
practice, appropriate policies and programmes touching and concerning: Poverty -reduction

and job creation; the Education R evolution; the Wellness Revolution; the Housing
Revolution; Infrastructure development including the International Airport and Roads;
Tourism and Services; Agricultural Diversification and Fisheries; Air and Sea Transportation;
Fiscal Consolidation; Disast er Preparedness and Mitigation; Sports and Culture; a

ou
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Progressive Foreign and External Trade Policy; Regional Integration; and Good Governance,
including the tackling of Crime.

There is no government in CARICOM which has advanced in theory and practice m ore
efficacious public policies for the people as has the ULP government. To be sure, from time

to time there may be implementation hiccups here and there but we are experiencing in

SVG an excellent delivery of Good Governance.

Meanwhile, the Opposition NDP and an assorted anti -people group of vain commentators
indulge in demagoguery, inconsequential posturing, and pointless incantations, devoid of
solutions for the people. They are a sorry lot!

ENERGY ISSUE

In July 2001, oil was just about US$20 per barrel. Seven years later in July 2008, the
international price of oil has risen sharply to US$146 per barrel. This fact impacts on
everything in the economy and Society, from basic foods to the production of other goods

and services.

The ULP government has devised policies in the area of energy for the immediate and
medium -term as follows:

1. Partnering in the Petro - CAribe Agreement which results in cheaper diesel to VINLEC

at Lowmans Bay and a beneficial financing arrangement for St. Vincent and the

Gren adines.

Improving efficiencies in VINLEC.

3. Signing a Memorandum of Understanding with Groghan Energy Ltd. For the

production of geo -thermal energy to generate electricity.

Pursuing the establishment of a Wind Farm at Ribishi Point to generate electricity.

5. Elaborating plans for the imminent installation of solar energy facilities at the main
government buildings, including the Hospital and Financial Complex.

n
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6. Discussing with a German firm the generation of energy from bio -gas.

7. Initiating with a Canadian firm a nd the Government of Trinidad and Tobago a
proposal for the supply of Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) to generate electricity
cheaper.

8. Embarking on an Energy Conservation Programme nationally.

9. Providing fiscal incentives for equipment for renewable energy.

10. Subsidising domestic consumers who consume 100 units or less per month to the
tune of 6 cents per unit on the fuel surcharge.

11. Subsiding mini  -bus transportation.

12.Setting up an Energy Uni't at the PMés Office to
by Governme nt and its National Energy Policy Committee.

13. Proceeding with the prospects for off -shore oil exploration in the waters off St.
Vincent and the Grenadines.

FOOD PRICES

Three or so months ago, the Prime Minister outlined a set of initiatives to address the
matter of increased food prices, namely:

1. Removal of the Common External Tariff (CET) on some 20 basic food commodities
and household consumerables.
2. Zero -rating or exempting VAT on several more food items.



3. Easing the burden on the more economically disad vantaged persons in several
categories (almost 12,000 persons) by paying them a monthly Cost of Living Support
of $20.

4. Increasing minimum wages from July 1, 2008.

5. Planning to increase minimum pensions in 2008.

6. Strengthening the state  -owned supermarket, Foo d City, to assist in keeping prices
down.

7. Continuing weekly publication in the newspapers by the Ministry of Trade of food
prices for over 20 main items from all the major supermarkets.

8. Launching a National Food Production Plan with several elements at a ¢ ost of $1.5
million.
9. Continuing to subsidise fertilizer at $21 per 100 -1b sack.

10. Developing the Fisheries Sector, including a $6 million loan to fisherfolk to procure
more efficient vessels.

11. Banning the sale to foreign fish trawlers of small fish for bait s o that we in SVG can
get small jacks, robin and other species to buy for eating.

12. Working regionally with other CARICOM governments on this matter.

FINAL COMMENT
It is evident that the ULP government is working hard to soften the blow on energy and food

prices which have hit us from overseas. The government is pro -active and working.
Meanwhile, its opponents are talking rubbish!
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Issue - July 4th, 2008
ULP GOVERNMENT IN TOP GEAR

START -UP EQUIPMENT ARRIVES

As promised, Venezuela has delivered forty -two (42) pieces of heavy  -duty equipment with
which to commence the actual earth works for the construction of the Argyle International

Airport. Over the past four weeks, these pieces o f equipment have been arriving in small
batches from Panama and Miami as the available shipping came on stream. Last week
Wednesday 29 pieces were driven/taken to Argyle caravan -style; a couple weeks earlier, 13
pieces had made a similar journey. All told, these 42 pieces of equipment cost US$10.3
million. Over the next 18 months, another 60 or so pieces of equipment will come to
continue and conclude the earthworks. Again, Venezuela will be the donor. The Government

and people of SVG are most grateful to t he Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and its
President, Hugo Chavez, for their generosity and solidarity.

The opposition NDP has three positions, expressed at one and the same time, on the
international airport, namely: Opposition, confusion, and denial. Their denial that the
equipment was not coming has been proven false, yet again. It is amazing how unpatriotic

the NDP has been on this matter. They are willing the project to fail in the same manner as

they wanted the Rabacca Bridge to wash away during co nstruction.

The NDPO&6s hostile and unpatriotic opposition
for the folly that it has always been. The opposition NDP has run the most malignant
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campaign against the airportds c on s tutelyshameless withThe NDP
its outrageous lies and propaganda about the airport project.

WORK TO START SHORTLY

On July 13th, 2008, the formal ground -breaking ceremony will take place at Argyle. Within

six weeks or so, actual earth works will commence. The d esign for the runway has been

finalized. The workforce from Cuba and SVG is being assembled under the rubric known as

ithe ChaitGger Contingento, called after SVG6és nationa
Argentinian 1 Cuban Revolutionary E r mae Jhe olnteriafidna AirpcBu e v a

Development Company (IADC) under Dr. Rudi Matthias is hard at work in putting everything
together for the start  -up of the largest and most significant project ever in the history of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines.

Meanwhile, additional assistance is coming in. Last week, the CARICOM Secretariat
requested the details of the account to which the US$10 million from the special OECS
Infrastructure window of the CARICOM Petroleum Facility, is to be put. PM Gonsalves had
negotiated this grant from his friend and regional titan, Prime Minister Manning of Trinidad
and Tobago. Those monies will shortly be at the disposal of the IADC. More assistance
elsewhere is also forthcoming. The ULP government is in high gear on this and other
mat ters.

COALITION OF THE WILLING

PM Gonsalves and his government had put together a magnificent coalition of the willing to

build the Argyle International Airport. The countries in this coalition are: SVG, Cuba,
Venezuela, Trinidad and Tobago, CARICOM, T aiwan, Mexico, Austria, Turkey, and possible
Canada. Each of these regional and international partners has a specific role/responsibility

in the construction of the Argyle International Airport.

The Comrade is correct in asserting that God chooses imperf ect human beings to do his

work. David, the ancient biblical King of Israel, was most imperfect but he was a man after

Godbs own heart. He had goodness in him and was an ar
He was chosen to do Godds vaelrfck 40 yeus. Far ovbrib0 yeatsga o f I s
succession of leaders in SVG spoke about building an international airport and cross -country

road. No one spoke of building a Bride over Rabaca Dry River. A child of God nhamed Ralph

is doing the work for the people authorized by God by building the airport, building the
cross -country road, constructing the Rabacca Bridge, and putting in place the necessary and
desirable Education Revolution. To be sure, constructive criticisms of the implementation of
these projects are in order but unpatriotic, destructive criticism is wholly unacceptable.

MORE BOATS FOR COASTGUARD

Meanwhile, last Thursday, the Prime Minister delivered three Vessels (RHIBS) to the Coast
Guard and Customs. They cost EC$1.5 million. They are very fast at 45 knots per hour.
They go from Calliagqua to Bequia in seven minutes. Each accommodates 10 persons. They

are well -equipped electronically. They are to be used for, among other things; Interception

of drug traffickers and peddlers of guns; oper ations against contraband; and search and
rescue activities.

All of this is part of the modernisation of the Coastguard and customs. ULP government is in
top gear!
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Issue - June 27th, 2008
YOUNG, GIFTED AND VINCY

EMPHASIS ON YOUTHS

The ULP administration has a comprehensive national focus in the fashioning and
implementation of its development policies. It addresses in an integrated manner the
developmental priorities of our nation with a marked emphasis on poverty reduction and

education. This twin -emphasis inevitably leads the ULP government to provide especial

attention to young persons in terms of education, overall human developm ent and job -

creation, and to the elderly poor by way of social security protection, health care, and
welfare generally.

The ULP6s emphasis on youths was made crystal clear in
published a speci al fi Y msufor any phiditical farty sntSbo \dincent ahdethe f
Grenadines since universal adul t suffrage in 1951. I n

Mani festod was presented to the peopl e. And in
done very well in elaborati ng and implementing policies to uplift young persons in every
material particular. It is for this reason that young people continue to support the ULP
overwhelmingly.

SOME YOUTH INITIATIVES

The ULP government does not simply talk about uplifting the you ths; it works on this matter
all the time. Let us list some vital and beneficial youth initiatives since 2001

1. The start -up and continuation of the Youth Empowerment Service (YES) programme
which is a one -year transitional youth employment programme and in-serve training
for 450 young persons. YES costs in excess of $2 million annually.

2. The Education Revolution, a many -sided and most successful strategic policy
touching and concerning early childhood education, special education, technical
education, adul t education, primary, secondary, post -secondary and tertiary
education. Nearly 40,000 young persons are engaged in this Revolution. The total
population of St. Vincent and the Grenadines is about 110,000.

3. Unprecedented support by government for cultural de velopment. This is evident in
the spread of cultural/artistic group nationally; the Biggest, Best Carnivals; the
development of Pan Music national; the amazing growth of music/dance groups;
extensive training; and enhanced regional/international exposure.

4. Unprecedented development of sports, wellness, and recreation. Marked
improvement in physical sporting faciliies (Redevelopment of Arnos Vale Sports
Complex; development of playing fields, hard courts, tennis courts; active on -going
plans for construction of National Stadium). All national players have jobs or are at
college/university. More training. More support through government and National
Lottery, for example, for football, womenos
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5. Vastly improved health facilities including for HIV/AIDS ($25 million programmes),
Accident and Emergency, renovated Health Clinics, Medical Complex at Georgetown
(under construction for $20 million), Wellness Revolution generally.

6. Economic Empowerment for Youths through the following: -

(i) Job -creation: More youths are at work than ever before, particularly in
construction, tourism, information services, transportation, and self -employment
(own -account businesses).

(ii) More credit available for young entrepreneurs through the Micro -Credit Loan
Programme at the State  -owned National Commercial Bank; and

(iii) The Agricultural Diversification and Land Bank programmes.

(iv) Increased wages/salaries and benefits for all employees.

7. Increased housing ownership by young persons through th e State -directed Low -
Income Housing Programme, Materials -assistance programme, and 100 percent
mortgages for public servants, teachers, and policemen.

8. Improved policing and legal system to make young persons, including young women,
feel safer.

9. Actively pro moting young professionals to senior jobs in the State administration.

10. Generally, the youths benefit from the overall development of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. The future, though challenging, is bright for young persons.

PROMOTING YOUNG PERSONS

The U LP government has been promoting young persons and advancing their cause in the
State administration. Among the following are examples: -

1. Ensuring the appointment of several young persons as Senators since 2001: Andrea
Young, Richard Williams, Rochelle Ford e, Ronnie Marks, Saboto Caesar. Rochelle is
the youngest Deputy Speaker in the Commonwealth. Saboto is a Parliamentary
Secretary at 27 years of age.

2. Appointment of a young man, Glen Beache, to a senior ministerial position, Minister
of Tourism.

3. Appointment of young persons as Research Officer to the Leader of the House,
namely, Lyndon George and Yuri Saunders.

4. Appointment of young persons to top jobs:

(a) Louise Mitchell to head the International Financial Services Authority (IFSA).
(Louise recently moved into private practice as a lawyer);

(b) Grenville Williams as Director of the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU), the
youngest such Director in the world. Sharda Sinanan -Bollers, a young woman, was
the first Director of FIU, and now heads IFSA;

(c) La Celia Prince as Ambassador to the USA and the Organisation of American
States (OAS). At 31 years, La Celia is the youngest Ambassador in Washington and
the youngest ever for St. Vincent and the Grenadines;

(d) Camillo Gonsalves as Ambassador to the Unite d Nations (UN). At 36 years old
Camillo is the youngest UN Ambassador serving currently;

(e) On the recommendation of St. Vincent and
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regional Judicial and Legal Services Commission appointed 34 -year old Sonja Young
as Chief Magistrate, the youngest in the region and the youngest ever in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.

(f) Appointment of the youngest Police Commissioner ever in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, Keith Miller.

(g) Appointment of several young persons as Permanent Secretaries, for example,
Allan Alexander, Laverne Grant, Nathaniel Williams, and Edmond Jackson (Budget
Director).

(h) Appointment of Hans King as Press Secretary to the Prime Minister; and

(i) Appointment of several young professionals t 0 head public enterprises and as
members of Boards of public enterprises.
FINAL COMMENT

It is evident that the ULP government ensures that the young people soar like eagles with
their wings unclipped. It is the best time to be young: Today in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.
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Issue - June 20th, 2008
ENERGY, FERTILISER, SUBSIDIES AND TAXES

SUBSIDY ON FUEL SURCHARGE

Last Friday (June 13th), the Prime Minister announced that from this month, June there will
be a subsidy of six (6) cents per unit on the surcharge for all domestic customers of VINLEC

who consume 100 units or less. The ULP administration has so decided because of the rising

costs of fuel. Of the 34,000 VINLEC customer s, some 17,000 consume 100 units or less. By
far, most of these people are poor or economically disadvantaged. This subsidy will cost the
Government some $1 million per year.

This subsidy is being provided from the Central Government because the fuel sur charge for
the month of June will increase to 63.6 cents per unit, up from 53.5 cents per unit in the

month of May. In January 2001, the fuel surcharge was 16.8 cents per unit and in January

2008 it was 44.7 cents per unit. These jumps in the fuel surcharg e are directly related to
the huge increases in oil prices internationally. Last week, oil on the international market

was US $139 per barrel; in the year 2000 it was at under US $20 per barrel.

IMMEDIATE AND MEDIUM -TERM MEASURES

The issue of energy is  a big one for every country including St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
The ULP government has fashioned, and is further elaborating, a National Energy Policy
within the framework of a broadly -defined Regional Energy Policy. The major mechanisms
or instituti ons for the shaping and implementation of our National Energy Policy are the



Cabinet, the National Energy Policy Committee, and the joint venture company under the
Petro Caribe agreement.

Among the principal practical elements of this National Energy Pol icy are:
1. The Petro Caribe Agreement. The benefits accrue here as follows: -

(a) Tremendous savings under the financing agreement for the purchase of energy
products, at the moment diesel for the Lowmans Bay Power Plant and Cooking Gas
(LPG). St. Vincent  and the Grenadines pays 50 percent of the cost of the diesel from
Venezuela within 90 days of delivery and the other 50 percent over 25 years at one
percent interest.

(b) Savings on the oil (mainly through shipping costs). For example in May 2008 the
aver age price for a gallon of diesel delivered under Petro Caribe at Lowmans Bay was
$9.29 or $1.63 less than the average price of a gallon of diesel ($10.92) delivered by
Texaco at the Cane Hall Power Plant. If it were not for Petro Caribe the fuel

surcharge would be 67.2 cents per unit for June rather than 63.6 cents per unit.

(c) The cooking gas (LPG) under Petro Caribe is $29 for 10 -kilo (22.2 Ibs) cylinder as
compared to $36 fora 20  -Ib cylinder from Texaco/SOL.
2. Energy Conservation (for example, the progr amme of installing energy  -saving bulbs

in every household).

3. Pass-through, on a monthly basis, to customers at the petrol stations of any
increases or reductions in the price of energy products on the international market.
This is a joint decision of the Mo netary Council of the Eastern Caribbean Central
Bank.

4. Subsidy to mini -bus operators to cushion the increase in prices for diesel and
gasoline so as to safeguard commuters especially the poor, the working people, and
students. This subsidy costs $1 million per month!

5. The on -going review of the analysis by Kema Consultancy of the cost of Service and
Tari ff Studyo for VI NLEC.

6. The quest for a greater contribution by renewal sources of energy through:

(a)lmproving the efficiency of the hydro -plants;

(b)The ac tive pursuit of the setting up of wind stations at Ribishi Point to provide
wind energy into VINLECG6s grid;

(c)The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) two weeks ago with

Croghan Energy Ltd. for the development of geo -thermal sources of energy. Between
55 and 75 megawatts of energy appear to be commercially realizable from our geo -
thermal sources on an on  -going basis. Mainland St. Vincent currently consumers

about 20 megawatts of power.

(d)Solar energy. Generous fiscal incentives are available for homes and business to
utilise solar energy.

7. VINLEC has signed an MOU with a Canadian company for the possible provision of
Compressed Natural Gas (from Trinidad or Venezuela) for the Lowmans Bay Power
Plant. CNG is a cheaper energy source than diesel.

8. Building of storage capacity under the Petro Caribe Agreement.



FERTILISER

The state -owned Agricultural Input Warehouse (AIW) Limited subsidies fertilisers for

farmers from the profits made on the sale of sugar. The price of fertiliser, a petroleum -
based product, has been rising sharply. The Cost, Insurance and Freight (CIF), of the
Physically Blended (Fersan) Fertilizer increased two weeks ago to US $875 per ton from US

$409 per ton in 2007, from US $390 per ton in 2006, and US $290 pr ton in 2005. Indee d,
a new quotation given last week was US $957 per ton.

At US $875 per ton, the Fersan fertiliser will land in St. Vincent and the Grenadines at EC
$120 per sack. AIW will sell it at EC $99 per sack, with a subsidy of EC $21 per sack! This
will costthe Government $1.05 million per year.

Farmers under the National Food Production Plan, including Banana Rehabilitation, will get
some free fertiliser. The more expensive Chemically Blended Fertiliser (Kemira) is running

out. There are 2,000 sacks available for the designated farmers under the Plan and Banana
Rehabilitation. The company which supplied this product has been sold to a German entity
which has no interest in the Caribbean market. AIW is seeking other sources for all types of
fertiliser at the bes t prices.

The Government is seeking fertiliser under the Petro Caribe Agreement. This is a medium -
term initiative.

COLLECT THE TAXES

The subsidies for the poorer VINLEC customers, for the minibuses, and for fertiliser have to
come from somewhere. A major source is from revenues, namely, taxes. Therefore, the
Government must ensure the collection of taxes due, to pay for all the goods and services it

utilises.

Since Mid -May 2008, the Inland Revenue D epartment (IRD) has launched a Special
Enforcement Project on Tax Defaulters. The status of this is as follows: -

1. To date 18 businesses have been contacted and $3.5 million in arrears have been
collected from all tax types.

2. The voluntary response from prof essionals especially lawyers has been less than
satisfactory. Forty (40) persons in this group owe approximately $7.5 million
resulting from fABest of Judgmentd assessments.

3. Targeted action against these professionals and other self -employed persons will
commence on June 23, 2008.

4. VAT arrears are currently in excess of $1 million, 90 percent of which is owed by 10

businesses.
FINAL COMMENT It is quite evident that the ULP government is addressing the vital
matters of this nation, large and small. It is a great government!
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Issue - June 13th, 2008
THE EDUCATION REVOLUTION IN FULL SWING




THE EDUCATION BUDGET FOR 2008

The Estimates of Expenditure for the Year 2008 reveal the follo wing for education and
training:
1. Recurrent spending by the Ministry of Education: $ 84.0 million;
2. Capital spending by the Ministry of Education: 42.5 million;
3. Contribution to University of the West Indies: 4.5 million;
4. Grants to Local Educational Institutions: 1.5 million;
5. Training Grants/Scholarships through Service Commission: ~ -----------—-—- 4.0 million;
6. School of Nursing 4.1
million;
7. National Public Library through Ministry of Works: 7.5 million;
8. Learning Resource Centres through Ministry of Works =~ =------mmmemmmeee 1.5 million;
TOTAL - EC$149.5
million

Additionally, there are sums of money scattered throughout the Budget for training in

several ministries, for example, in the Ministry of Health under the HIV/AIDS Programme.
Further, the hundreds of scholarships provided by the Governments of Cuba, Venezuela,

Mexico, Malaysia, Turkey, Austria, Taiwan, the United Kingdom, USA, and Canada, and by

many international organisations, are not accounted in these budgeted su ms. Moreover,
there is a huge contingent liability of the Government running into millions of dollars

(roughly $10 million currently) through the Economically Disadvantaged Student Loan
Programme, under which the Minister of Finance guarantees the sums bor rowed by the
students from the various financial institutions. All told, therefore, the total expenditure on

Education in St. Vincent and the Grenadines in 2005 is in the region of $200 million. This is

a whopping 14 per cent of the country's Gross Domesti ¢ Product. The sum actually
budgeted for education and training in 2008 represents some 20 per cent of the total

budget. This is truly impressive.

THE CAPITAL PROGRAMME FOR EDUCATION
The overall capital programme for education, as distinct for the year 2008 itself, is awesome

in its size. That is to say, the cost of the on -going capital programme is huge. These on
going capital sums will be spent over the next three or so years. They include:

1. Capital Programme (Local Funds) for 2008 through Ministry of Education: ---$ 7.6
million;

2. Learning Resource Centres (2008) $ 2.7 million;

3. Modern Library  Project $33.0
million;

4. Education Support Programme, 9th EDF, European union ------------=--- $23.million;

5. Education Support, SFA 2003, European Union $21 million;

6. Basic Education Project, Caribbean Development Bank ~ -----—-—-o-mom-—- $59.4 million;

7. OECS Education Project, World Bank $47.25
million;

8. Education Support, ICT, 9th EDF, European Union $42.0
million;

TOTAL: $235.96

million



By any measure, this is a whopping amount of money. It is to the everlasting credit of the

ULP government that it is being spent on the Education Revolution, on developing our young

people's God -given talents, on shaping the construction of a modern, many -sided,
competitive post  -colonial economy which is at once national, regional and global.

Let's detail some of the elements of the said capital programme in education.

EDUCATION SUPPORT, 9th EDF, EUROPEAN UNION

Among the elements under the heading are:

e Construction of Union Island Secondary School;

e Education and training at university levels for degrees and post -graduate diplomas,
including for teachers who are secondary school principals;
e Upgrading six rural science laboratories: Adelphi; North Union, S t. Clair Dacon,

Bethel High, Petit Bordel;
e Procurement of supplies including software for teaching science and mathematics,
laptops, and projectors;
Arts and Craft/Creative Arts Programme Development;
Support for Lower achievers and underachievers;
Remedia | Educational work for 100 primary and secondary school teachers;
Grade 6 Assessment of Reading Capability and Evaluation;
Reading programmes in primary schools;
School Boards of Management for primary and secondary schools;
Certification training and need s assessment for Science and technology curriculum;
In -service training workshop  -Science, ICT, Arts, Drama, Music, English Language,
and Maths.

EDUCATION SUPPORT, SFA 2003, EUROPEAN UNION
Among the main elements under this heading are:

e Construction of si x Early Childhood Development (ECD) Centres at Owia, Langley
Park, Cane End, Edinboro, Troumaca, Marriaqua.

Adult and Continuing Education Centres;

Training for 800 adults in ICT, Literacy, Numeracy, Life Skills, and Civic Education;
Special Needs Educatio n (SNE), facility at Georgetown;

Supplies for SNE schools (Kingstown and Georgetown);

Upgrading VINSAVE;

ECD training for 30 pre  -schools teachers;

Upgrading of 30 private ECD Centres;

Training for 15 SNE teachers;

Diploma/Certificate Training for 20 Adult Educators;

Training of instructors in competency -based programmes;

Skills Training Programme in Electrical Installation.

BASIC EDUCATION PROJECT, CDB

e Construction of Barrouallie Secondary, Edinboro, Fair Hall, and Bequia Primary
Schools;

e Furni ture and equipment for schools;

e Scholarship Programme: Specialist teachers, teacher education, training of
principles;



Curriculum development;

Education Planning;

Diagnostic system to detect learning difficulties;
Education management information system;
Education Management Audit.

OECS EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT PROJECT, WORLD BANK

Construction of West St. George Secondary School;

Rehabilitation of secondary schools at Adelphi, North Union, Petit Bordel;
Establishment of Learning Resource Centre, Curriculum Un it;

In -service Pedagogical Training for 81 uncertified and non -graduate teachers;

Grants for Professional Development Programmes;

Literacy Training for B.ED degree for 20 teachers;
Establishment of nine classroom libraries;

Training in Guidance and Counsel  ling;

Management and governance;

Extra - Curricula Programmes;

Development of Curriculum and Teachers Guides;
Development of a legal and regulatory framework for Ministry;
Curriculum Development generally.

EDUCATION SUPPORT, ICT, EUROPEAN UNION

This programme which is being elaborated for implementation shortly amounts to $2 million
in the field of Information Communication Technology (ICT) education.

HISTORIC

Never in the history of St. Vincent and the Grenadines has so much been done for
educ ation. It has been magnificent with the ULP government!
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Issue- June 6th, 2008
MORE SIGNS OF HUGH PROGRESS

MORE PROGRESS LAST WEEK

With every passing day, every passing week, the ULP government chalks up ever more
successes and progress. Last weekds happenings
a few of these:

1. The signing of the agreement between the Government of St. Vincent and the
Grenadine s and the Trinity University School of Medicine to establish a medical
school in St. Vincent and the Grenadines from September 2008. Within five years
this school will boast over 1,000 students!

2. The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (a legally -bindi ng agreement is to
follow within the next few months) between the Government of St. Vincent and the
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Grenadines and Groghan Energy Limited to explore and exploit geo -thermal energy
for the purpose of electricity generation. Significant reserves of geo -therm al energy

ar e avail abl e for St . Vi ncent and ¢t he Grenadi nes.

national energy policy.
The passage of the Roads Bridges and General Services Authority Bill in Parliament
on Thursday May 29th. This Bill is intended to revamp an d revolutionise for the

better, the delivery of fApublic workso in St. Vinc:é

The arrival on Friday May 30th of yet more heavy -duty equipment for the start -up of
the construction of the historic Argyle International Airport. Yet more eq uipment is to
come on June 6th. (The ship was unable to bring all of the remainder of the first

batch of equipment on May 30th). All told, the gift of this first batch of equipment

from the Venezuelan government has a cost (without customs duties) of US$10 3
million. The Venezuelan government has undertaken to provide all the heavy -duty
equipment for the project as a gift, a commitment of their solidarity with St. Vincent

and the Grenadines. Heavy -duty equipment for the Airport Project will cost some
US$25 million. We are now at the stage of the earthworks for the first kilometre of

the three -kilometre runway.

The continued improvement and consolidation in the fiscal condition of the financial

operations of the central government. PM Gonsalves reported exten sively on this in
Parliament last Thursday, May 29th.

The successful start -up of Vincy Mas 2008 with the impressive Miss SVG Beauty

Show on Saturday night, May 31st.

The arrival of ten Cuban professionals (doctor s, nur ses, technicians)

Nowo Eye Progr amme. The equi pment is here. The
Vincent and the Grenadines. The Programme has started again, in earnest.

MEANWHILE, THE CAPITAL WORKS

Meanwhile, the most impress ive and unprecedented extent of capital works by the State
administration continue successfully. These include:
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10.

11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

The Argyle International Airport Project;

The Housing Project at Clare Valley;

The Reigate Commercial Complex building in Kingstown;

The NIS He adquarters in Kingstown;

The Modern Library Complex at Richmond Hill;

The Modern Customs Headquarters at Kingstown;

The Seven schools: Three primary at Edinboro, Fairhall, Bequia; and four secondary
at Barouallie, Union Island Intermediate (completing LABS and additional classrooms
etc.) and the West St. George Secondary (about to start the actual physical works).
The Medical Diagnostic Complex at Georgetown;

The rebuilding of the Windward Highway (Fancy to Sandy Bay; Sandy Bay to
Rabacca; and Diamond to Ki  ngstown);

The Cross -Country Road (Designs and Environmental Assessment on the interior
road connecting Fergusson and Rose Hall).

Sporting Facilities throughout St. Vincent and the Grenadines (mainly playing fields
and hard courts);

The Owia Fisheries Compl ex;

The Fuel Storage Facility at Lowmans Bay;

The Questelles Police Station;

The Correctional Facility at Belle Isle (last week some $9 million in grant funds came
to St. Vincent and the Grenadines for the project from the Petroleum Facility
financed by th e Government of Trinidad and Tobago); and

op



16. The Learning Resource Centre at Evesham.
These listed capital works carry a cost of in excess of EC$1 billion. Never in the history of
St. Vincent and the Grenadines has there ever been such a huge extent of capita
programmes. By far, most of it is financed through grants or soft -loans.

MEANWHILE ON THE POLITICAL FRONT

The ULP government continues to build and consolidate ever more its majority support in

the country. Meanwhile, the opposition NDP is in complete disarray and is losing political
support by the day. The ULP government is on a two -prong approach: (1) Deliver quality
goods and services to the people; and (2) Build the Party itself and its information network.

And it is doing well in both respects.

Last week, Tuesday night (May 27th) Comrade Ralph delivered a very important speech at a

ULP-sponsored event entitled Al ssues on the Food and En
the ULP governmento. Al most 200 persons at nekitwdsed t he s
broadcast live on two radio stations. It was most well -received. The ULP policies on both

food and energy have been providing a reasonable cover immediately for the people and

implementing medium  -terms corrective strategies.

The Opposition NDP, on the other hand, has been racked by internal problems over poor
leadership, directionlessness in public policies, and isolation from the people themselves
through their endless diet of lies, propaganda, falsehoods, and salacious gossip. Truly, the
NDP h as a dispirited ragged look about them.

The progress on the Argyle International Airport has the opposition NDP scrambling as ever
with its position of opposition to the airport, confusion over it, and a denial about its ever
being built. Issues which ha  ve been authoritatively clarified by the Prime Minister such as
cost of the airport, the financing of it, and technical details are being disputed baselessly by

the opposition NDP and its hangers -on. Truth as made manifest in the real world will always
tri umph. And by the end of 2011 when the Airport is a reality, the barefaced liars of the NDP

will shamelessly say that they never lied on the matter. What a sorry lot! What unpatriotic
group! What a selfish group of power -seekers!
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Issue- May 30th, 2008
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IS ON ITS WAY

EARTHWORKS TO START SOON

The arrival last week in SVG of thirteen pieces of heavy -duty equipment, signals that the
actual earthworks for the r unway of the Argyle International Airport are about to start soon,

perhaps by August 2008. Sometime in June 2008, the remainder of the earth -moving
equipment for the first kilometre of the runway will arrive: Twenty -nine pieces out of Miami
and two other p ieces (two conpactors). The heavy -duty equipment comes courtesy of the
Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela headed by President Hugo Chavez.

Very shortly, too, about 60 technical and professional staff from Cuba will arrive for the first
phase of the earthworks. More Cubans will come later. They will be joined by Vincentians



nationals in the construction of the much -needed international airport, the largest and most
difficult project ever undertaken in the history of St. Vincent and the Gren adines. It is also
the most long -awaited project ever. Hitherto, governments spoke tantalizingly about its
possibility, but it takes the ULP government to make it a living reality. And it is all being

done in accordance with a speech on the matter delivere d by Comrade Ralph on August 8,
2008.

WORK DONE THUS FAR

An immense amount of work has been done already on this mighty project of building the
international airport at Argyle. This work includes the following:

1. Extensive preparatory conceptual work o n how to proceed and finance each phase of
this massive venture.

2. Extensive discussions and negotiations with the Governments of Cuba, Venezuela,
Taiwan, Trinidad and Tobago, Mexico, Malaysia, Kuwait, Canada, the European
Union, and CARICOM Heads. Later the re were discussions with Austria and Turkey.

3. The establishment of the International Airport Development Company (IADC) in

2004.

4. The establishment of a Laboratory at Argyle by the Cubans and Venezuelans to do
relevant scientific tests, including those on th e soils.

5. The setting -up of three wind stations to effect continu
velocity.

6. The establishment of a core of professional/technical engineering staff at Argyle,
including Chief Engineer Jeffrey Cato, and headed by a most experienced builder of
airports, a Cuban engineer Leonardo Perez, whom
Professoro.

7. The putting in place of all the legal and institutional arrangements to ensure that no
more private construction takes place at the Argyle airport site.

8. Extensive consultations, including public consultations, with all the relevant
stakeholders especially property -owners (regarding purchase of properties and
relocation), the Roman Catholic Church (relating to the Church and cemetery), and
the National Trust (concerning petroglyphs and historical artifacts).

9. The engagement of architects/airport designers from Cuba. A draft final design of the
runway has now been prepared. It awaits final appr oval from the Eastern Caribbean
Civil Aviation Authority (ECCAA) with which there have been on -going consultations.
The work done by the Cubans is free of cost for SVG. The national sum budgeted for
design and supervision amounts to US$10 million.

10. Updating an earlier study by MMM consultants from Canada.

11. The purchasing of built  -properties at Mt. Pleasant i Argyle. Some $45 million have
been spent so far by the IADC on this. Almost all the built I properties have been
acquired. The process is underway for th e purchasing of lands on which there are no
houses. This has been a lengthy though largely amicable process on the 370 T acre
site.

12. The coordination between IADC and another state -owned company, National
Properties Limited (NPL) on the sale of state -owned lands elsewhere to pay for the
lands at Argyle 1 Mt. Pleasant. Where necessary and desirable IADC/NPL have
utilized bridging loans to finance the property purchases at Argyle.

13. The facilitation of the relocation of home -owners by developing housing sites at
Harmony Hall, Carapan, and Diamond. This has been a huge undertaking carried out
in a collaboration between the Government, IADC, NPL, and Housing and Land
Development Corporation (HLDC).



14. The putting in place of all the necessary and logistical arrangemen ts for housing,
feeding, transporting, and general social welfare of the visiting workforce, from

Cuba.

15. The engagement of an internationally T recognized consulting group from Europe on
all the relevant environmental studies.

16. The practical interfacing with all the relevant agencies, departments, and ministries

of the governments of Cuba and Venezuela on the practical matters of the heavy -
duty equipment and professional/technical personnel.

17. The arrival of heavy  -duty equipment and visiting lead members of the workforce.

18. The construction currently of a by -pass road (as a substitute for the Windward
Highway at Argyle) at a cost of US$5.2 million, a soft -loan from the Caribbean
Development Bank.

HOW IS THE FINANCING GOING?

The Plan as outlined by the Comrade is going well. The main elements are as follows: The
purchase of the properties and lands by the IADC/NPL,; the design and supervision by Cuba;

the earthworks by Cuba, Venezuela, SVG; the financing of specific components by Taiwan
(US$30 million); Trinidad an d Tobago through the Petroleum Facility (US$10 million);
CARICOM Development Fund (US$16.5 million); Mexico (unspecified quantities of materials

for the runway; and Master Plan with Cuba). The property purchases and the earthworks
amount to 60 per cent of the Project cost.

Indeed, all the pieces have fallen nicely into place. What a magnificent government!

MEANWHILE RUBBISH FROM NDP

Meanwhile, the opposition NDP continues its three -prong policy on the International Airport
Project, namely: Opposition, Confusion, and Denial, all at the same time. The opposition
NDP6és stance has been unpatriotic, unintelligent, back

Project to fail in just the same way as they have been willing the Education Revolution, the

Wellness Revolution, the Housing Revolution, and all the big capital projects, including

private sector projects, to fail. They willed the Rabacca Bridge to fail but they did not

succeed. They, too, will fail in their bad -mouthing of the Argyle International Airpor t Project.
The people have seen their true, unpatriotic colours and continue, rightly, to reject the

NDP.

Issue- May 23rd, 2008
BACKWARD NDP!

NDP GONE COMPLETELY

Yet again the opposition NDP has been parading its backwardness for everyone to see and
hear. Cascading evidence of its continued backwardness came from the mouth of its
nominal leader, Arnhim Eustace, at a town -hall meeting of its dwindling handful of old
faithfuls last Thursday night at its Party Headquarters. Eustace delivered himself of four
backward proposals, among others, namely:

1. Disband the National Economic and Social Development5 Council (NESDEC);
2. Repeal the Produce and Commodities Act;



3. Close dow n the state -owned National Properties Company; and
4. Remove VAT from all domestic electricity consumers.

NESDEC

NESDEC was set up as a broad -based permanent consultative mechanism involving civil

society (including trade uni on s, palitcd paetiespandtyeestats 6 or gani s
administration (public servants and other non -political state actors). The opposition NDP, for

its own myopic reasons, has never participated. NESCEC has been welcomed by the Eastern

Caribbean Central Bank, the IMF, and t he World Bank as a model institution in participatory

decision -making.

Among NESDECG6s mandat e, as spelt out in the relevant
address the macro -economic situation, promote social development, and reduce poverty.

Indeed, the ULP government has placed the fashioning of its Poverty Reduction Policies in

the hands of NESDEC. NESDEC has produced a comprehensive Interim Poverty Reduction

Strategy (IPRS) which the ULP government has been following. NESDEC has also elaborated

a Socia | Contract between Civil Society and the Government. NESDEC has been doing good

work for St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

The operational financing, companion institution to NESDEC is the Social Investment Fund
(SIF). NESDEC and SIF are twins.

Eust aovar@gainst NESDEC is a war against civil society, the people, and participatory

democracy. He and the NDP are very backward. Per haps
society comes from the equally backward talk -show commentators on NDP  -FM (aka Nice

Radio) and their NDP hacks who write in newspapers (Ken John, Bassy, Adrian and Brian

Alexander, the letter  -writer).

PRICES AND COMMODITITIES ACT

The Prices and Commodities Act (PCA) repealed and replaced the old Marketing Corporation
Act. The PCA essentially does the following things:

1. Close down the Marketing Corporation so as to replace its supermarket functions
with Food City and its Produce functions by the National Properties Company.

2. Retain certain provisions from th e old Marketing Corporation Act, principal among
which are those which empower the Government through any of its agencies to
import solely a particular commaodity. Currently, only sugar is imported by a state
agency solely.

It is to be noted that the state -owned Inputs Warehouse Company is the sole importer of
sugar. The profits from sugar imports, roughly $1.75 million, go to the farmers as subsidies
for fertilisers and other such inputs for agricultural production.

The NDP wants to stop this subsidy. This backward party wants to put the importation of

sugar in the hands of one of its supermarket financiers. The rich will make the profits; and

the farmers will bear the pressure. That is the NDP policy on this matter. That is what it all
means.

NATIONAL PROPERTIES COMPANY

The ULP government established a company known as National Properties Limited. It has
several purposes, namely: To hold state property; to manage such properties like the



Campden Park Industrial Es  tate; to develop properties, like the Reigate building and shortly,
the former JU -C building which it bought; to run enterprises such as its subsidiary, Food
City, the state -owned supermarket; and to sell state lands to assist in the financing of the

const ruction of the Argyle International Airport.

Clearly, National Properties Limited (NPL) has a more comprehensive and developmental
property -mandate than did its predecessor entity, the Development Corporation (DEVCO)
which the ULP closed down. The invest ment T attracting functions of DEVCO were put in a
far better -structured entity, the National Investment Promotions Incorporated (NIPI).

NPL is doing excellent work for and on behalf of the people of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. Its business is open a nd transparent. It satisfies all the requisites of our
company laws. Parliament probes its work through questions and can do so moreover
through the Public Accounts Committee.

The NDP wants to close down NPL because its supermarket competes well with the

supermarket financiers of the NDP, but the consumers benefit from lower prices. The NDP

wants to close down NPL because of its role in helping to build the international airport at

Argyle which the NDP opposes but of which the people are supportive. The N DP wants NPL

to go because the NPL helps to carry out the ULPOG6s
interest.

VAT AND CONSUMERS OF ELECTRICITY

Currently, the ULP government exempts the payment of VAT on domestic consumption of

electricity up to 220 u  nits per month. Nearly 90 percent of domestic users of electricity are

exempt from VAT on both the basic charge and the surcharge. So, the NDP wants a policy

change to benefit the better -off people who consume in excess of the 220 units per month.

But to d o so would inevitably mean a subsidy by the state for better -off consumers. In
short, poor tax -payers would subsidise rich people. That surely is not the way to go on the

electricity issue. The VAT on the better -off electricity consumers is collected by th e
Government to finance programmes for the poor, the working people, and the nation as a

whole.

THE NDP IS ANTI  -PEOPLE

The NDP isundoubtedlyanti -peopl e. Each of Eustaceb6s proposal s i
the core: the NDP gone completely!
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Issue- May 16th, 2008
CANOUAN JETPORT AND ARGYLE INTERNATIONAL

JETPORT OPENS

The Canouan Jet Airport was formally opened on Sunday May 11, 2008. It was built at a
cost of approximately EC$58 million of which $42 million was provided by the Government



of St. Vincent and the Grenadines and $16 million in direct and indirect contributions by the
Canouan Developers. Additionally, the Government purchas ed a new fire tender at a cost of
EC$1.53 million. A joint venture company between the Government and the Developers

known as the Glossy Bay Marina Limited will manage the airport. The Government, of
course, will provide the immigration, customs, fire, and air traffic control services.

This Jet Airport is one of the largest capital investment projects undertaken by the ULP
government, thus far. Other huge projects which have been completed include the Modern

Arnos Vale Sporting Facility ($55 million); the VINLEC Power Plant and Distribution Network
($100 million); and the Windward Water Project ($22 million). Massive on -going projects
include the Argyle International Airport ($470 million); the Windward Highway (Fancy to
Kingstown) costing an estimated $125 million; the Modern Library Complex Project ($32
million); the Owia Fisheries Project ($35 million); the Cross -Country Road ($60 million); the
Schools Expansion Project (Primary and Secondary) estimated to cost in excess of $100

million; and the HIV/AIDS Project ($23 million).

NECESSARY AND DESIRABLE JETPORT

The Jet Airport at Canouan is now almost 6,000 feet in length. It is the longest and safest
airport now in SVG. Hitherto, the Canouan airport was approximately 3,700 feet. The
runway at E.T. Joshua Airport is 4,600 feet. The huge investments in Canouan and
significant prospective investments, and their sustainability, demanded a Jet Airport. This
development has silenced many critics including those in the Opposition.

Over the last four years, the aircraft and passenger traffic into and out of Canouan has
increased sharply from 15,000 passengers in 2003 to 33,200 in 2007 and from 5,004 flights

in 2003 to 8,934 flights in 2007. This increase occurred despite the fact that the ATR -72
aircraft operate d by American Eagle, which has a capacity for 72 passengers, was able to

take - off with no more than 30 passengers and limited fuel.

With this Jet Airport, the ATR -72 will take off with full passenger capacity. So, too, would jet
aircraft such as the Bomb  ardier Crj -700 ER (70 seats), and the A320 -200 and 737 1 300
series aircraft (approximately 150 passengers). They will take us to New York and Miami.

The financing study had shown that the Jet Airport would pay for itself from the anticipated
air traffic . A scientific approach was thus taken to this matter.

MORE DEVELOPMENTS IN CANOUAN

The ULP government has been spending loads of money to develop Canouan. And many

more projects are in the pipeline for this majestic part of St. Vincent and the Grenadi nes
including: A modern administrative complex; a Marine Learning Resource Centre; Modern

Playing Field Complex; a secondary school up to Form 3 at least; a Bus Terminal, renovation

of the wharf; and shops for vendors. Further, there is the US$200 million marina and real
estate development project near to the airport through the joint venture Glossy Bay Marina

Company Limited.

There is absolutely no doubt that per head of population, the ULP government spends more
money in Canouan than anywhere else in SV G. The possibilities on this island are
enormous; and there are private investors willing and able to take up the challenges.

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT



The Argyle International Airport Project is well underway. The design of the airport, the
property acquis ition, the project management, the financing elements, and work on the
ground are progressing well. The strategic partners, principally the Government of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, and the Governments of Cuba, Venezuela, Taiwan, Trinidad
and Tobago, a nd Mexico, with smaller promised contributions from Malaysia, Turkey and
Austria, have been doing their best.

The Argyle International Airport is a most challenging project from an engineering
standpoint: We have to move three small mountains (including one with stone and tough
rock material) and we have to straighten and span a river. It has been a most fascinating

and creative exercise to put all the strategic partners together and to ensure that they stay

together productively, on time. It requires phe nomenal skills of leadership and management
and abundant energy. Yet the Comrade makes it all appear so easy. But make no mistake:

This Argyle International Airport Project is not only the largest and most expensive ever in

our history, it is also the most challenging and the most important.

PROGRESS GALORE

It is absolutely incredible that a small country like SVG with 110,000 persons with a Gross

Domestic Product (GDP) in 2007 of EC$1.5 billion approximately can build within 10 years
(two parliamentary terms) a Jet Airport and an International Airport (which would be close

to completion by then) plus carry out projects such as the Education Revolution, the

Wellness Revolution, the Housing Revolution, the entir e Windward Highway, the Cross -
Country Road, the VINLEC Lowmans Project, the Windward Water Project, the Modern Arnos

Vale Sporting Facility, dozens of other spectacular public sector buildings, and roads,
Constitutional Reform, and a host of other monument ally progressive policies.

Yet, still, the greedy ones in the opposition NDP, those with personal agendas and axes to

grind, the big money -launderers and drug traffickers, those stuffed with vanity including

one or two who pretend to be progressive but a re really selfish, and assorted Ralph -haters,
want the government to go. Fortunately, the vast majority of Vincentians continue to line -
up behind the ULP and the Comrade. Let progress continue with the magnificent ULP as the

opposition NDP wallows in its b ackwardness, lies, and unpatriotism.
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Issue- May 9th, 2008

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON TRACK

REPORT TO THE NATION

On Tuesday April 29, 2008, in the House of Assembly, Prime Minister Dr. Ralph E. Gonsalves
delivered a full report to the nation on the considerable progress which is being made
towards the construction of the Argyle International Airport. It is evident that the
International  Airport Project is well on track. Moreover, it is being pursued in accordance
with the comprehensive plan laid out by Comrade Ralph in his historic speech on this matter

on August 8, 2005.



The same naysayers who doubted the Comrade on the construction of the bridge across the
Rabacca Dry River and on the construction of the Modern Library Project, are the very same

ones who now seek to create doubt or confusion on the International Airport Project. This

Project has many vital preparatory elements and is o n target, motivated by partisan politics
against the ULP government; among these critics are those who wasted 17 years in
government (1984 to 2001) and did nothing to build a jet airport or an international airport.

The ULP government will be formally open ing the jet airport at Canouan on May 11, 2008,
and it has commenced already the Argyl e I nternati ona
amazing!

COMPENSATION TO HOMEOWNERS/LANDOWNERS

The state -owned International Airport Development Company (IADC) has al ready paid $42
million to 103 of the 131 affected homeowners. There is still an outstanding 15 million or
thereabouts to be paid to another 28 homeowners which are currently being addressed.

There are some 309 vacant land parcels affected with an estimat ed value of some $50
million. So far, the IADC has received deeds for 199 parcels: 143 at Argyle and 56 at Mt.

Pleasant. The focus immediately is on the parcels at Mt. Pleasant since this is the area in

which the first kilometre of the runway will be const ructed. All the processes and the
financing are in place for compensation.

RELOCATION OF HOMEOWNERS

Most of the homeowners within the Mt. Pleasant area (the first kilometer of the runway)

where the earthworks will be concentrated for the first twelve months, have relocated or are
relocating and do not present any obstacles to the timely commencement of the
earthworks.

Work on the Harmony Hall development is progressing well. There are 77 parcels of land on
site: 65 have been sold; of the remai ning 12 only 6 are truly suitable for housing. At
present 2 houses have been completed, and 19 are under construction, at varying stages.

The infrastructure works at the subdivision at Diamond have been completed. All 11 lots at
Diamond have been allocated. All the legal processes are now in train.

At Carapan, the infrastructure works have started. There are 14 lots at this site. So far 4
have been taken up.

The IADC is working with the Roman Catholic Church on the matters of the relocation of the
Church, the cemetery, and the Shrine. There is smooth progress here, too.

NEW ROADS

Work on the 3 kilometre Argyle Bypass Road and bridge continues; it is due for completion
by year end.

The completion of the Bypas s Road will be ready for use long before the existing road is
disrupted by earthworks on the second kilometre of the runway.

The IADC is also coordinating the building of a road that begins at Stubbs, crossing the
airport zone at the southern end of the runway, and terminating at Argyle. The designs for
this road are expected to be completed by the end of this month, May 2008.



FINAL DESIGNS OF RUNWAY

IADC has sent the final designs to the Eastern Caribbean Civil Aviation Authority (ECCAA)
for comment.  The final designs were done by a Cuban -Venezuelan team. The designers are
to visit SVG shortly to meet with the tehnical staff at IADC and ECCAA.

FUEL STORAGE SYSTEM

IADC has approved the purchase of a fuel shortage and dispensing system from a firm,

SSSI International of Canada. The capacities of the fuel tanks are as follows: 1 gas tank of

22,700 litres, 2 diesel tanks of 45,400 each. These tanks will be installed by the end of May

T early June 2008. These tanks will be installed at a permanent locati on at Argyle so that
the tanks can be used after the airport construction to service the trucks, cars and other

vehicles used at the airport. A workshop for servicing the heavy equipment will also be

installed at the same location.

THE EARTHWORKS

The eq uipment for the earthworks promised by Venezuela, as part of its contribution to the

earthworks component, have been ordered and are expected to arrive in SVG shortly. The
Government of Venezuela has contracted a private sector firm to source and ship the
equipment to St. Vincent and the Grenadines out of Panama and Miami.

IADC has requested 103 pieces of equipment, some vital but others not so much. For the
first phase, 42 pieces have been ordered and are to arrive shortly. Other pieces will come
later.

The quantity of the equipment arriving for the first phase of the earthworks means that the
technical workforce for this first phase from Cuba will be increased from 50 to 63. Thus,
with this increase we can make up any lost time.

The PM is heading a team to Cuba this week to work out all the details for these technical
persons who have already been assembled. The Chiefs of the Work Teams from Cuba are
expected to be in SVG shortly to make al/l arrangement s

ENVIROMENTAL IMPACT

The firm Kocks Consul GMBH was constracted by the IADC to carry out an Environmental

Impact Assessment (EIA) of the Argyle International Airport. The draft report has been

drawn up and discussions with stakeholders are ongoing. The fin al report will be submitted

by May 31, 2001. A Cuban -trained engineer from SVG, Aluko Dublin, is the in -house
Environmental Auditor for the IADC.

In this EIA more than adequate provision is made for protecting national heritage sites and
artifacts.

Mr. Jeffrey Cato has been appointed Chief Project Engineer and will work very closely with
the top Cuban engineer who is already on the ground, A

FINANCING AND ASSISTANCE

Financing and other assistance comes from various sources f or the following:



1. Compensation for homeowners/Landowners from land sales of state -owned lands.
Bridging loans are provided by NIS and a commercial bank to the IADC.

2. Designs for Runway: Cuba and Venezuela, in kind contribution.

3. Equipment and Earthworks: C  uba, Venezuela, St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

4. Terminal Building, Central Tower, and Ancillary Facilities: US$30 million from Taiwan
($20 in grant and $10 million in soft loans).

5. Financial Assistance Generally: A grant of $US10 million from Trinidad and T obago
through a Special OECS Infrastructure Window of the Caricom Petroleum Facility
negotiated by Comrade Ralph. A further sum of US$16.5 million (grant and soft
loans) expected from the Caricom Development Fund, to be inaugurated in July
2008. Caricom He ads have give this application from SVG their thumbs up! Turkey
and Austria have promised smaller sums in assistance.

6. Masterplan, training, and materials: Mexico has promised assistance in these areas.

The purchase of the properties and the earthworks acc ount for nearly 60 per cent of
the total cost of some EC$470 million. We are well on target!

7.
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Issue- May 2nd, 2008
NO MORE SHORTAGE OF NURSES IN SVG

WHAT THE ULP MET?

In March 2001 when the ULP government came to office, it met a chronic shortage of
nurses. Indeed, for the 17 years previously under the NDP administration there was a

perennial shortage of nurses. On an on -going basi s, Anursing shortagebo
newspaper headlines. Still, the then NDP government did nothing about it. Matters simply

got worse and worse. Proper nursing care suffered because of an under -staffing; only a few

student nurses were enrolled annually at the School of Nursing; conditions of work

deteriorated and led to further migration of nurses; no attempt was made to secure any
nurses from abroad; and, generally, the then NDP government simply gave up and hoped
for the best.

TURNAROUND UNDER ULP

Immediately, under the ULP government, twenty -three (23) nurses were recruited from
Cuba for two years to assist with the immediate chronic shortage. At the same time, the
annual in -take of student nurses was increased from twenty (20) immediately to forty (40)

and then to one hundred (100). E xpenditure annually on nursing education rose sharply
from around, four hundred thousand dollars ($400,000) in 2000 to over $4 million 2008.
Moreover, nearly $2 million was spent to expand, rehabilitate, and equip the School of
Nursing at Old Montrose.

The ULP government, further, in conjunction with the Cuban government sent 85
Vincentians to Cuba to study nursing at the university and professional levels. They are
doing well in Cuba currently.



Meanwhil e, the ULP government e mkaagrekde dni gm aittionpo loifc yua
view of its training programme at home and in Cuba. As of this year, 2008, St. Vincent and

the Grenadines for the first time ever has a surplus of nurses for organized or managed

migration through the instrumentality of the ULP government. It all makes perfect sense.

The training of nurses in St. Vincent and the Grenadines is excellent. The student nurses in
St. Vincent and the Grenadines have a combined set of benefits not known elsewhere in the
CARICOM countries namely:

1. Free education and training at the School of Nursing.
2. A monthly stipend to every student nurse of $800.00.
3. Subsidi sed accommodati on and boarding for 50 studer
4. Other material supports/assistance.
Clearly, t he ULP gcp of rainmgnreursds @s sa magaificént poverty reduction
programme. And our government takes care of our graduate nurses at work with improved
working conditions, higher salaries, annual bonuses, and salary enhancements through
reclassification.

MANAGED M IGRATION

The managed migration of our surplus nurses is focused on both regional and international
destinations.

Immediately, Barbados has recruited 25 nurses, most of whom have already left for that

country on two -year contracts, in the first instance. Barbados is interested in recruiting

another 30 nurses within the next few weeks. Trinidad and Tobago have requested 50 of

our trained nurses; St. Lucia want 10; Jamaica is asking for all that we can supply; and tiny

Saba wants three (3). Our Chief Nursing Officer, Ms. Audrey Scott, has been playing a

critical role in this matter. Once upon a time, SVG exported farm workers and Cane -cutters
to the region. Today, we export, in a managed way, professionals.

I ndeed, ocaged@ mmhgrati ono approach has attracted the at
Organisation (WHO) in a positive way. An official from WHO, based in Geneva, recently
came to St. Vincent and the Grenadines to study our

model. She h as decided to publish our case as success story of managed migration, with the
intention of promoting it as a model to be studied internationally.

Further, the Ministry of Health of St. Vincent and the Grenadines recently signed a

Memorandum of Understand  ing (MOU) with a U.S. - based agency that would, in 18 months,

be receiving St. Vincent and the Grenadines nurses. This MOU sets out the modalities to be

fashioned in the intervening period, the benefits for
health sec tor.

TRINITY UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

A parallel development in the health training sector is the signing on April 25, 2008, of a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Trinity University School of Medicine and

the Government of St. Vincent and the Grenadines on the establishment of a Medical School
in St. Vincent and the Grenadines from September 2008.

This Medical School will start with 50 students in September 2008 and within two years will
have in excess of 200 students. Within five years th e number is expected to be in excess of



1,000. This Medical School will have five full semesters of classes in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines as distinct from the one semester in the former medical school.

This new Medical School will bring far more econo mic benefits to St. Vincent and the
Grenadines than the previous one which was a mere off -shoot of St . Georgeos
School.

The Trinity University School of Medicine has an exciting and modern curriculum. It will
have exclusivity for training doctors at the Milton Cato Memorial Hospital, save and except
for students from the University of the West Indies and for a few other designated
categories.

Another Medical School is lined up to operate out of the Modern Medical Complex at
Georgetown which is cur  rently being built and which would be ready within 14 or so months.

As Comrade Ralph has said this other Medical School

the 21st Century. o

Vincentians would remember the lies and false propaganda engendered by the di scredited
opposition NDP about he closure of the former Kingstown Medical College. The NDP said

t hat it was closed because of the ULP governmentds
How come that the Americans are opening Trinity University School of Med icine in St.

Vincent and the Grenadines? Shame on the NDP!
FINAL COMMENT

The ULP continues its excellent all -round work. On the other hand, the tired, discredited
NDP wallows in trivia, scandal, gossip and falsehoods. They will lose everytime!
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Issue- April 25th, 2008
THE CHALLENGE OF FOOD PRICES

GLOBAL PHENOMENON

Food prices are rising sharply the world over. The matter has gripped the attention of the
United Nations (UN) the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, CARICOM, and governments on every continent. It is

the headline story in newspapers, magazines, and assort ed publications internationally.

I'n AThe Economi st oo mag aiz25th,e2008,fthe prgstigiods jodrrialt ot of
London, he cover story is headlThenFeod Crisi@ dand elow So

t
Solve ito. The Economistudmnagydi t ori al thundered

A wave of price inflation is moving through the world, leaving riots and shaken governments
in its wake. For the first time in 30 years, food protests are erupting in several places at
once. Bangladesh is in turmoil; even China is worried. Elsew here, the food crisis of 2008 will

ent
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test the assertion of Amartya Sen, an Indian economist, that famines do not happen in
democraci eso.

So far there have been huge food riots in several countries, including Egypt, Cameroon,
Haiti, Burkina Faso, and Sengel.

The New Statesman, aleft  -of-centre periodical, in its issue of April 21, 2008, had as its

cover story: IiiWhhydl tCrHaspmened, Whobés to Bl ame, Speci al
magazine, an American publication in its issue of April 28, 2008, is running a feature story:

ANo Grain, Big Pain.o Time emphasises that the price o
skyrocketing, causing fear of widespread shortages.

In London surveys have shown that some types of bread are up by 33 per cent, pasta by 80
per cent, and rice by 32 per cent. Eggs are up around 40 per cent, chicken by more than 70
per cent, and beef by more than 60 per cent.

Meanwhile, the price of a barrel of oil on the world market has shot up sharply past US$117.
In the year 2,000, the price was US$25 per barrel. At the same time in Washington, USA,
news have emerged that the financial crisis which erupted in August 2007 has evolved into
the largest financial shock since the Great Depression of 1929. And the house price collapse
in the USAis likely to have serious repercussions in economies globally, including those of
Britain, France, Germany, and Switzerland. The US dollar has fallen in value sharply.

In CARICOM, governments have gathered for a special summit of Heads on the matter. And

in oil-rich Trinidad, over the last two or so weeks, bandits hijacked a lorry -load of flour and
another truck loaded with assorted foodstuffs on the Beetham Highway. Still, among our
people across the region there is a sense of complacency about the food chal lenges which

are already upon us.
GLOBAL PHENOMENON - OUR RESPONSE IN SVG

In December 2007, the Prime Minister, Dr. Gonsalves, analysed the reasons for the rise in

food prices internationally, including the following: The impact of the rising prices for o il
internationally; the use and misuse of grain and other agricultural products to produce

biofuels; the impact of adverse weather conditions in some countries in reducing food

production; the increase in food consumption in some countries such as India an d China;
the counter -productive policies of some governments internationally; and the fall in the

value of the US dollar, thus causing price rises from non -dollar sources.

The Prime Minister then articulated a series of policy measures to address the pric e increase

for food commodities in St. Vincent and the Grenadines under several headings, namely:

Regulatory, including price controls for some items; fiscal, especially tax adjustments

downwards and subsidies for production; the National Food Production P lan for agriculture,
small animals, and fishing; an enhanced role for the state -owned supermarket in keeping
down prices; consumer information and better shopping choices; regional cooperation,

especially on trade and the removal of the Common External Tar iff (CET) on certain
commodities; and targeted assistance for the poor.

POLICIES MADE MANIFEST
These policies of the ULP government have been made manifest in practice. They include:

1. The emphasising of the National Food Production Plan. Substantial monies have been
allocated to assist farmers in banana and non -banana production. Six million dollars



have been made available to fisherfolk to upgrade this fishing fleets. Fishing facilities
have been upgraded. And an exp ort ban on small fish (jacks and robin) for one -year
has been imposed. Subsidies continue to be made ($1.75 million annually) to
farmers for inputs and seeds.
2. Nineteen items have had the CET proposed to be abolished or reduced. We are
awai ti ng CA Rnddserivent.6This vell reduce the price of these commodities,
all things being equal.
3. The state -owned supermarket, Food City, has been instrumental in keeping food
prices down.
4. Weekly, the prices of selected commodities from each supermarket are published i n
each of the newspapers. Consumers are better informed to make better choices.
5. Taxation has been reduced: Company taxes, personal income taxes, and on some
items formerly Vatable.
6. A $20 monthly Cost of Living Support (COLS) is to be paid to some 12,000 pe rsons
from the end of April 2008. These persons are: Those on public assistance; those on
non -contributory old -age pensions at the NIS; those on minimum pensions ($60 -
$75 weekly); and those on invalidity pensions.
7. InJune -July 2008, there will be: Settle ment upwards on the reclassification exercise;
an increase in minimum wages; and an increase in minimum pensions and other
benefits at the NIS.

This is the most comprehensive package on Athe food pr
government in CARICOM. Othe  r regional governments are following our lead. The creativity

of the ULP government is being applauded throughout the region.

Meanwhile, the opposition NDP and the professional Ralph -haters continue to miss the ball

and wallow in gossip, slander, innuendo , and salaciousness. They are a useless bunch.
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Issue- April 18th, 2008

A PROGRESSIVE AND BENEFICIAL FOREIGN POLICY

THE CORE ISSUE

The central purpose of the foreign policy of the ULP government is to enhail
capacity to address more effectively our external socio -economic - political environment in

the interest of our peoplebs humani sation and optional
So, our government és f or ei gaore pofedf i-intgrestthat & is reecegsarily g mat i ¢
founded on humane values, both universal and particularistic, and on the principles of

international cooperation and solidarity in accordance with the fundamentals as contained in

the Charter of the United Nation S.

Thus, our foreign policy is grounded in principle and self -interest. It necessarily takes

account of our nationés condition, its history an
circumstances which arise from our Caribbean civilisation, and our view of the world and our

position in it. Accordingly, we look with our own eyes and speak authentically with our own
voice in the practical circumstances in which we find ourselves.



I't is thus no acci dent t h aoreigr poliey iskofresgve, \naionalishe nt 6 s
regionalist, and internationalist. It has been bringing our nation real material benefits and
an enhanced standing in the world.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT

The collapse of centrally -planned regimes and, consequen tially, the Cold War in the early
1990s left the USA as the sole superpower. The bi -polar world of the post -Second World
War epoch swiftly gave way to a unipolar world with a triumphalist USA at its apex. This

condition in the international order was, howe ver, unsustainable because of phenomenal
changes in the international political economy arising from modern globalisation, the

revolution in information technology and bio -technology, and trade liberalisation. These
changes imposed limits to the military a nd political power of the nation -states themselves.
Indeed, these alterations in the international political economy undermined, though not

obliterated, the efficacy of traditional notions of sovereignty, independence, and the nation -
state itself which eme  rged from the 17th century.

All of this has meant in the current international context that several poles of economic
strength, and political influence/power, have arisen. These poles are both combined, by

virtue of the globalised character of the politic al economy, and uneven from several
standpoints. This combination and unevenness create political, diplomatic and economic
space for small countries, including St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

Since September 11, 2001, the fight against terrorism and the financing of terrorism has
come to the forefront of the international agenda in which St. Vincent and the Grenadines is

fully engaged on the side of the angels. Naturally, we do not at all forget the daily turors of

poverty and underdevelopment against whi ch St. Vincent and the Grenadines and like -
minded countries have had to battle.

USE OF SOVEREIGNTY

Under the ULP administration, St. Vincent and the Grenadines has been making the fullest
possible use of its sovereignty and independence. To be sure, we u nderstand our limit in
this regard but at the same time we know the immense possibilities.

The ULP government executes its foreign policy at different levels and though diverse
mechanisms or fora. These include:
1. Regionally through CARICOM and the OECS in accordance with our Treaty
obligations.
2. Functional cooperation through the Association of Caribbean States (ACS) and Petro
Caribe on particular matters.
3. Hemispheric cooperation on a range of subjects through the Organisation of
American States (OAS) and th e Summits of the Americas.
4. Technical, functional, and political cooperation through the Commonwealth and its
agencies.
5. The trade interface with the European Union by way of the Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) as a member of CARIFORUM.
6. Political and ot her forms of strategic collaboration through our membership in the
Non - Aligned Movement.
7. Internationally on a range of matters through the United Nations and its several
agencies.

f



8. Trading arrangements internationally through our membership in the World Tra de
Organisation.

9. Multi -lateral cooperation on a wide number of subjects with the European Union
through our membership in the African, Caribbean and Pacific group of countries.

10. Specific forms of functional cooperation through our membership of a significan t
number of regional, hemispheric, and international organisations including the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

11. Bilateral links with a number of countries, traditional and non -traditional allies,
including: (i) USA; (if) Canada; (iii) United Kingdom; (iv) Other member countries of
the European Union (and the EU itself, often multi -laterally); (v) Cuba; (vi)
Venezuela; (vii) Mexico; (viii) Brazil; (ix) Taiwan; (X) Malaysia; (xi) Turkey; (xii)

Japan; (xiii) Ethiopia; (x iv) Kuwait; (xv) Libya; (xvi) South Africa; (xvii) Uganda;

(xviii) Trinidad and Tobago.
In terms of practical material assistance, St. Vincent and the Grenadines has been
benefitting well from our relations with the USA, Canada, UK, the European Union, Tai wan -
Japan, Cuba, Venezuela, Mexico, Malaysia, and Trinidad and Tobago.

PUNCHING ABOVE ITS WEIGHT

St. Vincent and the Grenadines has been punching above it weight class in the international
political system. The leadership of the ULP government, its good governance record at
home, and its principled international solidarity have

This year alone there have been official working visits by our Prime Minister to Trinidad and
Tobago, Barbados, Turkey, Mexico, and now Austria . Since the ULP has been in office in
2001, the Prime minister has made official working visits to: Cuba (several times),
Venezuela, the European Union, Taiwan (several timnes), Japan, Kuwait, Malaysia (twice),
Mexico (Twice), Ethiopia, Turkey, Singapore, USA (heading CARICOM delegation) and the
UK.

The Prime Minister, the Foreign Minister, Sir Louis Straker, and other Ministerial have
represented St. Vincent and the Grenadines magnificent at several fora overseas.

It is St. Vincent and the Grenadines und er the ULP which led Caricom in its progressive
stance on Haiti. It is the ULP government which caused St. Vincent and the Grenadines to

join the Non -Aligned Movement. St. Vincent and the Grenadines find itself under the ULP on

the progressive, people -centred side of every international issue of consequence. It is the
ULP government which has strengthened markedly relations with Cuba, Venezuela, Mexico,
Japan, and Taiwan. And it is the ULP government which has opened relations with countries

such as Turkey and Ethiopia.

Meanwhile, the opposition NDP is backward as ever on foreign policy issues. They are a
sorry lot!
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Issue- April 11th, 2008
PROJECTS IN KINGSTOWN, 20011 2008




PHYSICAL PROJECTS GALORE

Throughout St. Vincent and the Grenadines there have been projects galore, both physical
and non -physical, conceived and implemented by the ULP government over the past seven

years. The capital city, Kingstown, has h ad more than its fair share. These physical projects
include:
1. The rebuilding/rehabilitation of the Post Office Building/Old Ministerial Complex.
2. The rebuilding of the Bridge on Bay Street near to
3. The building of a Bridge in the Customs/Geest area.
4. The construction of a Bus Stop and Shelter near to the two bridges aforementioned.
5. The construction of three shops over the river/drain near to the Customs/Geest area.
6. The construction of the Leeward Bus Terminal Complex.
7. Theerectono f t he George Mc I ntosh Community Market at
8. The purchase, and rebuilding/extension, of the former Squash Complex and its

transformation into the Headquarters of the National Lotteries Authority.

9. The construction of the modern NIS Headquarters

10. The on -going Construction of the modern Customs Building.

11. The on -going construction, by the state -owned National Properties, of the Reigate
Commercial and Financial Complex.

12. The rebuilding/rehabilitation/extension of the Peace Memorial Hall.

13. The rehabili tation of the Richmond Hill Playing Field.

14. The conversion/rehabilitation/extension of the Thomas Saunders Secondary School,
formerly the Richmond Hill Primary School.

15. The repairs and rehabilitation of the C.W.Prescod Primary School.

16. The repairs and rehabil itation of the Kingstown Preparatory School.

17. The on -going construction of the API/NBC Headquarters.

18. The rehabilitation and extension of the Grammar School.

19. The rehabilitation and extension of the Girl bs Higl
20. The complete rebuilding of the Intermedi ate High School.
21. The construction of a modern YWCA Headquarters including a model Early Childhood
Centre.
22. The rebuilding of the main road into Kingstown from Sally Spring to the Customs.
23. The purchase of the former Fred Dare Property, including two acres of land, and its

building/extension into a modern National Archives Complex.

24. The building of a two -storey, state -of-the-art Kingstown Technical Centre at the
Bi shopds Coll ege Site.

25. The on -going construction of the Modern National Library Complex.

26. The purchas e of the Ju -c building by National Properties. It is earmarked for another
modern commercial/financial complex at the entrance of the city.

27. The acquisition of the former property of Marcus De Freitas at Richmond Hill. The

modern Hall of Justice is to be bu ilt there shortly.
28.The rehabilitation of roads in Kingstown, includin
Avenue.

29. The building of a modern, state -of -the -art NEMO Headquarters.
30. The rehabilitation and extension of the School of Nursing.

31. The completion of the Official Residence of the Prime Minister.

32. The rehabilitation of the Old Montrose Police Station.

33. The on -going rehabilitation of the Police Headquarters, Kingstown.
34. The rebuilding of the Bridge near to NEMO Headquarters.

35. The rehabilita tion of the House of Assembly/Registry Building.

36. The setting up of the Serious Offences Court.



37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

42.
43.

44,

45

All told

The refurbishment of the Kingstown Anglican School.

The refurbishment of the Kingstown Government School at Stoney Ground.

The rehabilitation, upgrading, lightin g and expansion of the Victoria Park.

The rehabilitation of sidewalks in Kingstown.

The rehabilitation and modernisation of the state -owned supermarket, Foodcity
(formerly Marketing Corporation).

The rebuilding of the Bridge near to Heron Hotel in the Midd le Street area.

The rehabilitation, equipping and beautifying of a building dedicated to housing

passengers for the Grenadines ferries.

The rehabilitation/rebuilding of the old Kims Building as the headquarters of the
Housing and Lands Corporation.

. The reh abilitation, modernisation and expansion of the Kingstown Fish market.

these physical projects amount to some two hundred million dollars.

OTHER PROJECTS INPIPE  -LINE

There are several other major physical projects in the pipe -line, including:
1. The rebuilding/rehabilitation of Little Tokyo.
2. The construction of the Hall of Justice
3. The construction of a modern Commercial/Financial Complex at the site of the Old
Ju-c Building.
4. The construction of modern government buildings at the sites of the Treas ury,
Electoral Office and nearby buildings, including the old Government Printery.
5. The rehabilitation and reconfiguration of the Kingstown Market Building.
6. The construction of headquarters for the Ministry of Education.
7. The construction of four -lane tunnel from Arnos Vale to Quarry under Cane Garden
Point.
8. The construction of shops over the river/drain at Heritage Square.
9. The further development of the area between Customs, Food City, and the modern
NIS headquarters.
10. The building of the Rose Place Dev  elopment Project, including a fisheries/beach
facility and houses.
FINAL COMMENT
All of these physical projects are part and parcel of an evolving urban development plan. We
cannot wait on the full fleshing out of the Plan to do things. But we do things i n accordance
with a broad framework for urban planning and development. The ULP has been very good

to, and for, Kingstown!
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Issue- April 4th, 2008

HAIL CAESAR!




FRESH BLOOD

I n keeping with the ULPO6s quest to refresh the
has caused the appointment of Saboto Scofield Caesar as a Senator and a Parliamentary
Secretary with special responsibility for Housing and Lands in the Ministry of Housing,
Informal Human Settlements, Lands, Physical Planning and Local Government. The Ministry

is headed by Minister Julian Francis, a hard -working and activist politician and Minister from
whom Saboto can learn much. Hail C aesar!

Saboto Caesar replaces Ronnie Marks, another talented young professional and political

activist, as a Senator in keeping with the rotational principle for Senators, which the ULP

has been applying. Ronnie is likely to be back in the House in the no t-too -distant future
either in a senatorial or representative capacity. Meanwhile, he would be meaningfully

engaged in the Party and the State administration.

The ULP has a bountiful supply of bright, young, progressive, committed, patriotic, and

grounded members to carry on the great work of the Party way into the future. These

quality young persons include: Sabota Caesar, Rochelle Forde, Richard Williams, Ronnie

Marks, Dr. Eric Audain, Hans King, Dunstan Campbell, Luke Browne, Lynden George, Malika

Joseph, Glen Beache, and Camillo Gonsalves, among others. Dozens of others are in the

Public Service, the Teaching, and other professions, the Police Force, the NGO Community
Business, Sports, the Mass Media, Entertainment, the Trade Unions, the Farming
Communi ty and at various levels in the workforce, generally. The ULP is solidly -based and
will lead this country for the foreseeable future into the next generation. The foundation is

being laid, the political edifice is being consolidated and developed.

WHO IS SABOTO?

Saboto Caesar will be 28 years on December 21st, 2008. He originates from the bowels of

the rural community; he lives in San Souci. He was educated at Diamonds Government
School , St . Mar t i n 6Gomnlueity Callehe, rand,the Uthiversity of the West
Indies, from which he graduated with Honours in Law in 2003, and the Hugh Wooding Law
School. He was a national scholar. Currently, he is pursing a LLM (Masters in Law)
specialising in Banking and Finance L aw in the External Programme of the University of
London. He is a Pentecostal Christian.

In his young life, so far, Saboto has demonstrated leadership qualities in various
organisations. He has been deeply involved in the administration of several state -owned
entities from his position as a State Attorney. He is a much -sought -after speaker at social
and graduation functions. He writes a weekly column in the Searchlight newspaper. He is a

keen sportsman, especially in football.

In short, Saboto Caesar is m arked out as a quality young man for leadership. We welcome
him to the House of Assembly and the Government.

Further, Saboto has a wide extended family: the Saunders and Goodlucks of Biabou; the
Cupids, Harrys, and Tobys of Diamond; the Morrises of Lowman s; the Barnums and Inces of
Mt. Grennan; the Neversons of San Souci; the Caesars of Barrouallie; the Andrews of South

Rivers and Diamonds; and the Nedds of South Rivers and Diamonds. These families are

very proud of Saboto!

MEANWHILE THE CELEBRATIONS

Party

a



On March 28th and 29th, the ULP was at its best in celebrating its magnificent seven years

in government. On March 27th, in Parliament, the Prime Minister announced a fantastic

package for the poor and the working people. This set -up the mood on radbe Party
station STAR FM for a wonderful celebratory day on March 28th 8 the actual seventh

anniversary date of the election victory of 2001.

And then on Saturday evening of March 29th at Rabacca, over twenty thousand members

and supporters of the ULP gathe red to celebrate with the Partyods |
awesome event, a success in every sense of the word. The ULP Karaoke finalists were

impressive; the speeches by the Party leaders (Selmon, Girlyn, Montgomery, Sir Vincent,

Sir Louis and Comrade Ralph) were of the highest quality; the people were well -behaved

and joyous; and the 63 food and drinks tents/booths were well -patronised. The DJs music

was of a high standard. And it was live on STAR -FM. It was a typical ULP Caribbean classic.

What would the mi  nority detractors now say?

THE ULP GOVERNMENT AT WORK

After the celebratory weekend, the ULP government was back at work over this week,
including the following main happenings:

1. On Monday March 31st: The Cabinet Committee on the Economy (CCE) was at it S
main tasks of reviewing and advancing the fiscal situation, the macro -economy, and
the major capital projects.

2. On Tuesday April 1st: A Town Hall Meeting in Canouan by the Prime Minister, his
staff, and other stakeholders on the fantastic developments in Canouan.

3. On Wednesday April 2nd:

(i) The weekly Cabinet meeting;

(ii) The Hand -over Ceremony of EC$2.5 million by the Taiwanese to the Prime

Minister towards the construction of the Modern Library at the very site itself; and

(i) A reception at the PM6s Residence for those attending the
Conference in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

4. On Thursday April 3rd and Friday April 4th: The OECS Development Conference on
Film and Culture.

5. On Friday April 4th (today). Payments to some 500 farmers of monies for
replanting/rehabilitation/support. This is part of the $1.8 million package recently
announced by the Prime Minister. Next Friday, more farmers would receive monies.

Meanwhile on Friday April 4th the Prime Minister will journey to Trinidad f or the special
Heads of Government meeting on Crime and Security. Than on Monday April 7th he will be

in Mexico to meet with the President of Mexico. On that very day, Dipcon Engineering will

start the road rebuilding contract on the segment of the Windwar d Highway between
Rabacca Dry River and Sandy Bay. This contract has a value of over 49 million.

The ULP is thus keeping its focus and getting things done for the people of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines.
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Issue- March 28st 2008
SEVEN YEARS OF REAL PROGRESS




SEVEN YEARS IN OFFICE

On March 28, 2001, the ULP romped home in electoral triumph. On December 7, 2005, the

ULP was overwhelmingly returned to government. On March 28, 2008, the ULP celebrates

seven years of meaningful progress and development for the people of St. Vincent and the

Grenadines. It is simply the best government ever in the his tory of this country. And its

excellent work has been done in the most challenging circumstances and difficult times
internationally. At the centre of the ULP government o
focussed policies, especially the Education Revolut ion, Poverty Reduction, Job Creation,

Economic Development, the Housing Revolution, the Wellness Revolution, Regional

Integration, Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation, Infrastructural Development, Sporting

and Cultural Advancement, Foreign Policy Enlargem ent, and Good Governance.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

St. Vincent and the Grenadines is on a quest to build a modern, competitive, many -sided

post -colonial economy which is at once national, regional, and global. In March 2001, when

the ULP came to office, the economy of St. Vincent and the Grenadines was adrift. The NDP

government had run out of steam after its first three or four years in office. After 1989, St.

Vincent and the Grenadines was going downhill fast. The ULP government had to arrest this

decline, reverse it, and put the country on a truly deve
interest.

The statistics speak for themselves as follows:

1. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) the end of the year 2000 was EC$850 million. At
the end of 2007 the GDP was EC$1.5 b illion.

2. The GDP per head of population in 2000 was just over EC$8,000 per year. At the end
of 2007, the annual GDP per head of population was some EC$14,000. St. Vincent
and the Grenadines was thus narrowing the wide gap between itself and other OECS
count ries.

3. In the year 2000 there were 28,526 active employees on the NIS roll; in 2006, the
number was 36,654 & an increase of 8,128 over the year 2000 or a 28.5 per cent
increase. Jobs thus increased.

4. More persons became employers because more businesses were established: In the
year 2000, there were 1,696 employers on the NIS register; in 2006, the number
was 2,129, an increase of 25.5 per cent.

5. In the year 2000, foreign direct investment was 11.3 per cent of GDP; in 2006, the
comparable figure was 22 per cen t of the GDP. Thus, more direct foreign investment!

6. In the year 2000, the Debt -to-GDP ratio was 71 per cent; at the end of 2007, the
Debt -to-GDP ration was just over 65 per cent, thanks among other things, to the
huge debt relief at Ottley Hall;

7. Inthe eig htyears of NDP rule up to 2000 (1994 to 2000), the average real economic
growth rate was 2.6 per cent. In the seven years so far the ULP government the
average real economic growth rate has been 4.1 per cent. And we achieved this
through the period of sev  eral natural disasters, 9 -11 and global terrorism, and the
worst economic situation internationally for over 30 years.

8. We have consolidated our fiscal condition while reducing taxes, for individuals and
businesses.

9. Wages and salaries have risen significant ly for all categories of employees under the
ULP government.



10. State enterprises, such as the National Commercial Bank, NIS, National Lotteries and
National Properties have seen their financial circumstances markedly improved.

DIRECT PEOPLE POLICIES
Let us list the direct people i focused policies in the social sphere. Among these are:
1. THE EDUCATION REVOLUTION:

(2)The achievement of universal secondary education in four years. In 2000 only 39 per
cent of 12 -year olds were at secondary schools. B y 2005, the number was 100 per cent.

(b) Massively widened access to university education through many more scholarships,
grants, and student loans for economically -disadvantaged students.

(c) Huge expansion/improvement in educational access and quality in every area of
education, from early childhood upwards, including adult literacy.

(d) Construction on many schools, Learning Resource Centres, and Modern Library.

2. HEALTH, WELLNESS AND WELFARE

(&) Tremendous expansion in every area of health and we liness: Hospital care; clinics;
pharmacy services; training of nurses and doctors; provision of quality water for almost

everyone directly in St. Vincent; garbage collection and disposal from all households

weekly; public health enhancements; construction and rehabilitation of clinics; on -going
construction of the Modern Health Complex at Georgetown.

(b) The many -sided Wellness Revolution.

(c) Widening and strengthening the social security net through the NIS and the Public
Assistance Programme.

(d) Ho me -Help for the Elderly Programme.

(e) Special Eye -Care Programme in conjunction with the Cubans.

3. INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT

(a) Roads: Rebuilding Windward Highway from Fancy to Kingstown; Cross Country Road;
Feeder Roads Development; Secondary Roa ds Development; Road Repair generally. The
ULP Government has done more road work programmes than any government in our

countryods history.

(b) Massive school bonding programme: rehab and building of Police Stations and Clinics.
Modern Hospital at Georgeto  wn. Modern Library Complex in Kingstown.

(c) Other buildings: NIS Headquarters; Modern Customs Building; Reigate Building; LRCs;
Rebuilding Old Ministerial (Post Office) Building.

(d) Rabacca Bridge and other bridges.

(e) Canonan Jet Airport.



(f) The start -up of the International Airport Project at Argyle.

(g) The Modern Sporting Complex at Arnos Vale.

(h) Rehabilitation and building of Playing Fields, including the development of Victoria Park.

(i) Peace Mo Rebuilding.

()) Staged urban ren  ewal/development.

GOOD GOVERNANCE

Immense strides have been made in good governance under the ULP. The reforms have

been effective in delivering better quality governance through Parliament, the State
Administration, the Judiciary, and the Police Force. The media in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines is free and independent. Constitutional Reform is an on -going project of

strategic significance.

Congrats to the ULP on its seven years, so far, in office!
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Issue- March 21st 2008
PM6s VISIT TO TURKEY

MAJOR OPENING

The Official visit by Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves and his delegation to the Republic of
Turkey last week, represents a major opening in the foreign policy of SVG, and indeed of
the Caribbean. This is the first time ever that a Head of Government from our region has
paid an official visit to Turkey. Enormous possibilities abound for St. Vincent and the
Grenadines and our  region from this foreign policy initiative. It is a bold and dramatic step
by Prime Minister Gonsalves upon which much can be built.

This foreign policy thrust of the ULP government follows up several others from which St.

Vincent and the Grenadines has d erived enormous benefits of one kind or another. First,
SVGés Prime Minister has made official visits, for the
countries such as Mexico, Ethiopia, Malaysia, and Turkey. Secondly, our Prime Minister has
strengthened immeasurably our ties with countries such as the USA, Canada, Britain and

several other member -states of the European Union, Japan, Kuwait, Taiwan, Singapore,

Cuba, Venezuela, Panama, Brazil, India, and Morocco. Indeed, our Prime Minister has made

officia | visits to several of these countries and have met their Heads of State/Government.

And thirdly, our ULP government and Comrade Ralph himself have been in the forefront of

regional integration efforts through the OECS, CARICOM, the Association of Caribbea n
States, and Petro Caribe.

Central to the ULP governmentds foreign policy has bec¢
i ts external environment i n t he interest of our pe
government has been enhanci n g thie tegard.nThet Foreign Mmistar,apaci ty i



Sir Louis Straker, and the rest of the government have made vital contributions in lifting our
nationds profile overseas and bringing substanti al ben

Further, on trade matters, the ULP government in concert with other regional governments
have been defending our interests before the World Trade Organisation and through the EPA

with the European Union. Still, we have much more to do. And the challenges continue to be
awesome.

WHY THE OPENING TO TURKEY?

The opening to Turkey is strategic, not merely episodic. Turkey has a population of over 75

million; its largest city, Istanbul, has a population of 15 million 8 more than the population
of the CARICOM member -states. Turkey is the 17th largest economy in t he world; it is on
target to being the 10th largest within 10 years. Turkey has the largest army in the North

Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), save and except the U.S.A. Turkey straddles between

East and West; it is a major force for world stability; a nd it is a secular Muslim state with a
noted tolerance for Christianity and Judaism.

It is mind -boggling to consider a micro  -state of SVG with a population of 100 thousand on
an official visit to Turkey with a population of 75 million or Ethiopia with 72 million, or
Mexico with 100 million, or to any of the other countries mentioned heretofore!

THE VISIT ITSELF

There wer e sever al hi ghlights on t he Pri me Mi ni ster
included:
1. A solemn visit to the Mausoleum and Museum of Kemal Ataturk, the founder of

modern Turkey.
2. A two -hour meeting between Prime Ministers Gonsalves of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines and Erdogan of Turkey, and their respective officials.
3. A private dinner with Prime Minister Erdogan and his wife. PM Gonsalv es, his wife,
and son Camillo (SVGds UN Ambassador) attended the
4. Meetings with the city officials (Mayors, Governors/Deputy Governors) in Ankara,
Izmir, and Istanbul.
5. Meetings with business persons and prospective investors in Istanbul and Ismir.
6. A tour of the ancient ruins of the city of Ephesus. (The apostle Paul had written his
famous Letter to the Ephesians, the occupants of
was the third largest city in the Roman Empire after Rome and Alexandria. It had a
popula tion then of 250,000; today its population is much smaller, 25,000).
7. The Shrine of the Virgin Mary, Mother of Jesus, in the hills above Ephesus. (The
Virgin Mary I|lived there for her | ast 7 or so years
died there. Comrade Ralph and his delegation entered the house where Mother Mary
died. The Comrade prayed there, lit a candle and washed his face with Holy Water at
the site where Maryds house has been converted int

SOME PRACTICAL RESULTS

Among the practical benefits for St. Vincent and the Grenadines from the visit are the
following:

1. A commitment of several university scholarships for our students to study in Turkey.
A few months ago, the Comrade negotiated three scholarships but only one student



took up the offer. She is now in Ankara studying. Prime Minister Erdogan will give
many more according to the demand by our students.

2. A commitment to negotiate, within the context of CARICOM with special provisions
for OECS member -countries, a many -sided c ooperation agreement including the
subjects of education, health, climate change, technical cooperation, and training for
public servants in diplomacy.

3. A commitment by Prime Minister Erdogan to assist with the International Airport
Project at Argyle. This commitment relates to construction materials and money. A
follow -up delegation is to do further detailed work in this regard.

4. SVG will appoint an Honorary Consul to Turkey. Two candidates are under
consideration.

5. A group of Turkish investors is to visit St . Vincent and the Grenadines to identify
investment projects. This is a vital development.

FINAL COMMENT

Yet again the leadership of the ULP government, and of Comrade Ralph, is opening more

doors internationally. This initiative to Turkey had its genesi s at the European Union - Latin
America and the Caribbean (EULAC) Summit in Vienna Austria, in May 2006 when Comrade

Ralph deliberately secured a seat at a dinner table with Prime Minister Erdogan. They met
subsequently in September 2007 at the United Nati ons when PM Erdogan issued the official
invitation to Ralph to visit Turkey. In these matters, leadership counts! Ralph shines and

il luminates; Eustaceds dullness, blinds.

Meanwhile, the opposition NDP and its professional Ralph -haters are at home seeking to
remove our Prime Minister from office at all costs. These are terrible people who are against
progress for St. Vincent and the Grenadines!

kkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkhkkkhkhkhkkhkhkkkhkkkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkkkkkkhkhkkkhkkhkx
*kkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkik
Issue- March 13th2008

ASSISTANCE FOR FARMERS

HELPING BANANA FARMERS

Over the past eight or so months, the Unity Labour Party (ULP) government has stepped up
its assistances to farmers, especially banana farmers.

First, it secured a grant of EC$4 million to help the banana farmers eradicate the Moko
disease and put them back on a sustainable production footing. Secondly, last December,
the government paid the banana farmers over $600,000 in bonuses based on their
production in the first half of 2007. And last week the government announced, for quick

disbursement, a grant of $1.8 million as follows:

1. The sum of $1.55 million for banana farmers in respect of replanting, rehabilitation,
inputs, and other support, conse guent wupon fAlLast Spot 0;

2. The sum of $150,000 for arrowroot farmers;

3. The sum of $100,000 for farmers of other crops in the National Food Production Plan.



Of this grant of $1.8 million, the Taiwananese provided $1.5 million and WIBDECO,
$300,000.

ON -GOING SU BSIDIES

All of this is in addition to the on -going annual subsidy of $1.75 million for agricultural
inputs such as fertilizer and chemicals. This creative subsidy by the ULP government comes

from the profits from the importation and sale of sugar by the state -owned Inputs
Warehouse Company. St. Vincent and the Grenadines has the cheapest agricultural inputs

of all countries in the Eastern Caribbean, with the possible exception of Trinidad and

Tobago. Still, we must push always for even lower prices for th e inputs.

Then there are the sensible long -standing policies which the ULP government has continued,
namely, no income or company tax on income or profits from farming; and the 75 per cent
duty free concession on pick  -up vehicles for qualifying farmers.

OTHER FARMING INITIATIVES

Several other initiatives to assist farmers are on -going or have recently been unveiled.
These include:

1. Financial assistance through the Agricultural Diversification Unit funded by the
European Union (EU). Admittedly, the progr amme is plagued with procedural
complexities and delays upon which we must improved with the EU.

2. The construction of the Agricultural Training Institute at Rabacca. This facility would
open to train farmers and farm workers in the second half of 2008.

3. The Land Bank: Under this initiative the government will lease land from private
land -owners for on -leasing to existing successful farmers or newer farmers, including
younger, trained persons. A comprehensive programme has been elaborated in this
regard.

4. The | rrigation Project: A proposal for improved maintenance and upgrade of the
Irrigation Project has been sent recently to the Prime Minister for urgent
consideration. Funding is being sought.

5. Transport and Marketing: The ULP government has been actively engag ed in several
initiatives in this regard through the Eastern Caribbean Bank, CARICOM, and the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago. In each of these cases, the role of the state
owned National Properties Limited is critical.

6. The Root Crop Vacuum Packaging Fac ility at Lauders: At long last this facility is
scheduled to start -up its actual business in June 2008. Both National Properties and
WIBDECO are now the joint owners of this facility. It is expected to purchase
significant quantities of dasheen and other r oot crops. This is a major initiative.

7. The National Food Production Plan: This plan is geared to producing more and better
quality food (fruits, vegetables, root crops, pork, sheep, goat, and fish) at more
competitive prices for local consumption and expor t. This is a vital initiative in which
ample resources have been put.

8. Several other initiatives as listed in the Result Indicators of the 2008 Estimates.

ROADS AND MORE ROADS

The ULP government has been building, repairing, and rehabilitating more feeder roads than
any other government in the history of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Still, given the

terrain, and the rains and the landslides of recent years, much more is required to be done

on the feeder roads. So, last week the Prime Minister met with the Minister of Works, the



Permanent Secretary in that Ministry, and the Chief Engineer to address the matter with

urgency. Among the decisions taken at that meeting is for a comprehensive five -year

programme of feeder road development to be impl ement ed, rather t han ia
rehabilitation. The relevant material and manpower resources will be allocated for this task.

Clearly, a vibrant agricultural sector demands a better developed feeder road system. It is
an awesome challenge but we must meet i t!

RESTRUCTURING BANANA INDUSTRY

Currently, t wo entities l ocally admi ni ster t he banai
Association (BGA); and WINFA/FAIRTRADE. In 2002, only 15 per cent of banana production
was exported under the Fair Trade label; today, t he figure is in excess of 80 per cent.

Clearly, the market regime and market conditions today necessitate alterations in the
management/administrative arrangements locally. Obviously, it is a waste of resources and

a burden to farmers to have two entities administer declining volumes, and value, of
bananas at greater unit cost. The logic dictates administrative/management alterations.

The proposal on the table by Government, WINFA/Fair Trade, and the BGA involves the
following central elements:
1. The BGA be dissolved and several of its functions, mainly agronomic (spraying,
extension service etc.), be transferred to a Banana Unit in the Ministry of Agriculture.

2. The marketing function of the BGA be transferred to a beefed -up WINFA/Fair Trade,
with a special ar rangement fashioned in this context for the six or eight biggest
farmers.

3. An Oversight Mechanism involving the Banana Unit, WINFA/Fair Trade, and other
stakeholders (including representatives from the biggest farmers) be put in place to
superintend and mon itor, strategically, the banana industry.

4. The state -owned Inputs Warehouse Company will continue its central role as the
provider of agricultural inputs.

This is a sensible approach and we commend it to all banana farmers. Time is of the
essence in thisre gard but we must be transparent and open in our dialogues on this matter.

FINAL COMMENT

Agriculture is vital to our economy. And the ULP gover
leadership has come from the bowels of the farming community. That is why the ULP

government displays such great sensitivity to the farmers and their concerns. Long may it

SO remain.

*kkkkkkhkhkhk

Issue- March 7th 2008
ULP SHOWS ITS STRENGTH AND METTLE

A GREAT PARTY AT WORK



Over the past ten days or so, the ULP has yet again shown its strength, mettle, popular
base, and oneness in solidarity and struggle. Three events in rapid succession demonstrated

a great party at work. These three hugely successful events are:
1. The launching of STAR -F M, the ULPO6s radio station at 98.3/1
February 26th;
2. The holding of the best -ever attended meeting of its National Council on Thursday
February 28th at which over 400 delegates from all over St. Vincent and the

Grenadines gathered at Peace Memorial Hall; and
3. The holding of a massive rally in defence of the Party and the Comrade at Unity
Square, Kingstown, on Sunday March 2nd.
Amidst the unjust slings and arrows thrown in the direction of our Political Leader by self -
appointed and self -righteous persecutors in and around the opposition NDP, the great ULP
has responded magnificently in a focused manner.

THE RALLY

Let us begin with the third of these events, the rally, last Sunday. A crowd estimated at

some fifteen thousand (15, 000) persons, most of whom
rallied in solidarity with their Party and their Comrade Leader. From 5 p.m. or thereabouts

the caravans of minibuses, pick -ups, trucks, and private cars began to roll into Unity Square

with thousands of persons. More thousands came on foot from Kingstown and its immediate

environs. By 8:00 p.m. or thereabouts, the crowd reached its peak humbers.

Prior to the rally, the opposition NDP was hard at work bad -mouthing the very idea of the

ULP holding such an event. The NDP said that the ULP was foolish and was rolling the

political dice in a risky way: That it was Sunday and a banana shipment day, so the turn -out

was bound to be low; that people would not atten d such a rally given the allegations made

against the Comrade Leader; and that a rally at Unity Square, outside of an election season,

woul d fl op. I ndeed, the NDP on fANice Radi oo was fool i :
the rally. All their bad  -mouthi ng fell flat.

The opposition NDP and the self  -appointed persecutors of Comrade Ralph do not as yet
grasp that the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines are not interested in their salacious

gossip and political conspiracies in their ignoble quest for p ower. The opposition also do not
yet understand the deep roots of the ULP, the popular support for the government, and the
profound love which the mass of people have for Comrade Ralph. And the public has a great
distaste for the way in which the oppositio n NDP and its affiliated group of lawyers/human
rights activists are maligning the good name of St. Vincent and the Grenadines and the

Prime Minister in the region and further afield. They have somehow contrived to help in

making the ULP and Ralph politica lly stronger than ever!

THE SPEECHES AT THE RALLY

Each parliamentary representative, save and except Douglas Slater and Jerrol Thompson
who were overseas on government business, brought solidarity greetings for the Comrade.

So, too, did Julian Francis, Edwin Snagg, and Herman Belmar. René Baptiste, Girlyn Miguel,
Sir Vincent Beache, and Sir Louis Straker made splendid speeches in defence of the Party,
the Government, and the Comrade. The feature speaker was Comrade Ralph himself. It was

all positive stuf f.

Both René and Girlyn extolled the personal and political qualities of Ralph. Vincent was
hard -hitting and sharply critical of the opposition and its sychophants. Comrade Louis drew
the stark contrast between the ULP philosophy which favoured the poor a nd working people



and that of the NDP which sought to elevate the rich and privileged ones. He lambasted the
NDP for their class bias against Ralph, a country boy from a family who knew not privilege.

Comrade Ralpho6s speech hit t IResolutd without boasting;eisiacmaryd cont ent :
yet practical; educational and probing; spiritual and uplifting; and profoundly grateful for

the support and solidarity of the people. In the process, the Comrade listed some of the

central achievements of the governme nt, outlined certain visionary projects for the future,

reported on his successful two  -day visit to Trinidad, and extolled the depth and strength of

the ULP. He repeatedly made the point that the ULP is greater than him and that this great

Party will endur e as a new generation of leaders are waiting to take up the mantle and go

forth. He reminded his audience that he takes comfort
is he who considereth the poor; the Lord shall del i ve
ULP is a party of the poor and the working people.

The rally was blessed, too, with beautiful gospel music from Sherrie Dennie and her group.
The ten beautiful contestants for the fiMiss JLP Yout h
all expressed solidarity  with the Comrade.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

The meeting of the ULP National Council on the Thursday before the Rally gave the
indication that the ULP members and supporters were on a mobilised footing. Normally, the
number of delegates to a National Council is 220. On this occasion, over 400 delegates
turned up. Peace Mo was unable to seat them. So, they stood in the passage ways and on

the platform itself. Elections for the offices of General Secretary, Assistant General

Secretary, Treasurer, the Trustees, and the Delegates -at-large were held. But the main

order of business was solidarity with the Party, Government, and Leader. The delegates

from North Central Windward were militant in defence of their representative and leader.

STAR -FM

STAR-FM represents a quantum | eap in the ULPG6s | ink wi
strong listenership. Its quality programming is evolving well. At the same time, this radio

station cannot be a su  bstitute for on -going political work on the ground. And STAR -FM does

not mean that the ULP must distance itself from the mainstream media. Indeed, it is an

additional instrument to push the Partyds message. Th

for a poli tical party in CARICOM. The ULP is standing firm and resolute. We shall not be
moved!

FINAL COMMENT

The ULP members and supporters are mobilised and on the move. The ULP is a poalitical

force second to none in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. The ULP lead ership, including the

Comr ade, continues its progressive work daily on the
us to roll over and step aside because of unfounded and salacious allegations now know

di fferently. This is not a sAadthed&tPywilprévaland f or fAall i gat



